with the policy and some that are not. | have draft a policy that | would
like to discuss/review at the next TE&S meeting.

| equally believe that it would be wise for Mr. Silver to review and provide
opinion regarding this issue specific to the "flag Code" that is referred to by
all with an opinion regarding this issue.

Attached to this email is an eighteen page copy and paste from the
internet. Starting on page 5 is the United States Code; Title 4, Chapter 1 -
The Flag. The §7. Position and manner of display, Part "m" is the specific
reference to the flag at half staff. If Jim Silver is of the opinion that the
Federal Law does not prevent the City from developing a "City Policy” and
we can agree on a draft policy | believe that we should take the draft to
KCC for their review and approval.

Thanks.



City of Kent
American Flag
Policy

The City of Kent shall display the American Flag at half staff in a manor consistent with
the requirements of United States Code; Title 4, Chapter 1 — The Flag, §7. Position and
manner of display, Part “m”. As such when the United State Code, the President of The
United States, the Governor of Ohio or as recognized customs or practices not
inconsistent with the United State Code as outlined by this policy, the United States Flag
shall be flown at half staff on all municipal buildings and grounds under the jurisdiction
of the City of Kent on occasions specified by this policy or as ordered by the Mayor of
the City of Kent.

The following days as identified by the President of the United States or as provided for
in Federal Law shall cause the American Flag to be lowered to half staff:

May 15 - Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless it is the third Saturday in May,
Armed Forces Day, full-staff all day

The week in which May 15 occurs - Police Week

Last Monday in May - Memorial Day (until noon)
September 11 - Patriot Day

First Sunday in October - Start of Fire Prevention Week
December 7 - National Pear] Harbor Remembrance Day
For 30 days - Death of a president or former president

For 10 days - Death of a vice president, Supreme Court chief justice/retired chief
justice, or speaker of the House of Representatives.

From death until the day of interment - Supreme Court associate justice, member
of the Cabinet, former vice president, president pro-tempore of the Senate, or the
majority and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives. Also
for federal facilities within a state or territory, for the governor.

On the day after the death - Senators, members of Congress, territorial delegates
or the resident commissioner of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico

The Mayor of the City of Kent, by virtue of Kent City Charter Section 38, is recognized
as the head of the City government for all ceremonial purposes and as such may order the
lowering of the American Flag to half staff.



In addition to the Mayor of Kent ordering the lowering of the American Flag to half staff
the following specific recognized customs or practices shall also be cause for the
lowering of the American Flag:

1.

A current resident of the City of Kent while on active military duty in any branch
of the United States military and is killed in the line of duty.

Any graduate of Kent City School while on active military duty in any branch of
the military and is killed in the line of duty.

The death of any current employee of the City of Kent who’s death was caused by
the employee’s execution of their assigned duties for the City.

A City of Kent employee whose death occurs as a proximate result of the
employees assigned duties with the City and is not actively on duty at the time of
his/her death.

To properly fly the flag at half-staff, it must first be hoisted briskly to the top of the pole,
and then slowly lowered to half staff of the height of the pole. Similarly, when the flag is
to be lowered from half-staff, it should be first hoisted briskly to the top of the pole, and

then lowered slowly to the base of the flagpole.

United States Code Title 4 Chapter 1 — The Flag

§7. Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the flag's own right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of
the center of that line.

m. “The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for
an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again
raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the flag
should be displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the top of the staff.
By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of
principal figures of the United States Government and the Governor of a State,
territory, or possession, as a mark of respect to their memory. In the event of the
death of other officials or foreign dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-
staff according to Presidential instructions or orders, or in accordance with
recognized customs or practices not inconsistent with law. In the event of the
death of a present or former official of the government of any State, territory, or
possession of the United States, or the death of a member of the Armed Forces
from any State, territory, or possession who dies while serving on active duty, the
Governor of that State, territory, or possession may proclaim that the National
flag shall be flown at half-staff, and the same authority is provided to the Mayor
of the District of Columbia with respect to present or former officials of the
District of Columbia and members of the Armed Forces from the District of
Columbia. The flag shall be flown at half-staff 30 days from the death of the
President or a former President; 10 days from the day of death of the Vice




President, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States, or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; from the day of death until interment of
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, a Secretary of an executive or military
department, a former Vice President, or the Governor of a State, territory, or
possession; and on the day of death and the following day for a Member of
Congress. The flag shall be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day,
unless that day is also Armed Forces Day. As used in this subsection —

I. the term "half-staff" means the position of the flag when it is one-
half the distance between the top and bottom of the staff:

2. the term "executive or military department" means any agency
listed under sections 101 and 102 of'title 5, United States Code; and

3 the term "Member of Congress" means a Senator, a
Representative, a Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner from Puerto
Rico.”

This policy shall be subject to change in the event any change occurs in the laws of the
United States or State of Ohio regulating the lowering to half staff of the American Flag.
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Can the mayor order the US flag to half-mast?

no. According to the Flag Code, only the President of the United
States, your state's Governor, and the Mayor of the District of
Columbia can order the US flag lowered to half-staff.

If everyone were to half-staff the US flag at will, the symbalic value of that honor would be lost. Another
option is to display black crepe near the entrance to your building, perhaps with a photograph of the former
mayor, firefighter, police officer, etc.

We recommend that you fly your town flag at half staff.

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/faq.htm#q80

Display at half-staff

The flag is displayed at half-staff (half-mast in naval usage) as a sign of respect or
mourning. Nationwide, this action is proclaimed by the president; state-wide or territory-
wide, the proclamation is made by the governor. In addition, there is no prohibition
against municipal governments, private businesses or citizens flying the flag at half-
staff as a local sien of respect and mourning. However, many flag enthusiasts feel
this type of practice has somewhat diminished the meaning of the original intent of
lowering the flag to honor those who held high positions in federal or state offices.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first proclamation on March 1, 1954,
standardizing the dates and time periods for flying the flag at half-staff from all federal
buildings, grounds, and naval vessels; other congressional resolutions and presidential
proclamations ensued. However, they are only guidelines to all other entities:
typically followed at state and local government facilities, and encouraged of private
businesses and citizens.

To properly fly the flag at half-staff, you must first hoist it briskly to the top of the pole,
then slowly lower it to three-quarters of the height of the pole. Similarly, when the flag is
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to be lowered from half-staff, it should be first hoisted briskly to the top of the pole, then
lowered slowly to the base of the flagpole.

Federal guidelines state the flag should be flown at half-staff at the following dates/times:

e May 15 - Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless it is the third Saturday in May,

Armed Forces Day, full-staff all day

The week in which May 15 occurs - Police Week2%

Last Monday in May - Memorial Day (until noon)

July 27 - Korean War Veterans Day (expired 2003 — reinstated 2009)2H32!

September 11 - Patriot Day™"!

First Sunday in October - Start of Fire Prevention Week 2331

December 7 - National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 1261

For 30 days - Death of a president or former president

o For 10 days - Death of a vice president, Supreme Court chief justice/retired chief
justice, or speaker of the House of Representatives.

o From death until the day of interment - Supreme Court associate justice, member
of the Cabinet, former vice president, president pro-tempore of the Senate, or the
majority and minority leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives. Also
for federal facilities within a state or territory, for the governor.

e On the day after the death - Senators, members of Congress, territorial delegates
or the resident commissioner of the commonwealth of Puerto Rico

[ ] [ ] L ] [ ] L] e @

Further, the flag is always flown at half-staff at four locations in the United States. These
locations are Post Cemetery at Mackinac Island in Michigan, Punchbowl in Honolulu, the
Gettysburg National Cemetery, and Arlington National Cemetery

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag of the United States

Flag Etiquette

Half Staff Displays

From the Nov.-Dec. 1994 National Flag Foundations "Standard Bearer" Magazine.
This article remains the copyrighted material of the National Flag Foundation and is
presented here by permission.
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Flying the flag at half-staff is an area of flag etiquette that most people want to make sure
they get right. It is also an area for which the road to error is routinely paved with good
intentions. With that in mind, we offer this refresher course as the all-important
intersection where knowledge meets benevolence.

FLYING THE FLAG AT HALF-STAFF: The pertinent section of the Flag Code says,
"by order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of principal
figures of the United States Government and the Governor of a State, territory, or
possesion, as a mark of respect to their memory. In the event of the death of other
officials or foreign dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-staff according to
Presidential orders, or in accordance with recognized customs or practices not
inconsistent with law.

In the event of the death a present or former official of the government of any State,
territory, or possession of the United States, the Governor of that state, territory, or
possession may proclaim that the National flag shall be flown at half-staff." The code
also includes other related details including the specific length of time during which the
flag should be displayed at half-staff, in the event of the death of a "principal figure"(e.g.,
30 days for the death of a sitting or former President, 10 days for the death of a sitting
Vice-President,etc.).

GOOD-FAITH MISUNDERSTANDINGS: Although the code is actually pretty clear,
confusion continues to occur. For example, U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno recently
ordered the American Flag flown at half-staff on all U.S. Department of Justice buildings,
in honor of several DEA agents who had died. While NFF understands this gesture, the
Flag Code does not give Attorney General Reno the authority to issue that order. Closer
to NFF's Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania home, Mayor Tom Murphy ordered all flags flown at
half-staff to honor the victims of a plane crash. Here again, a well-intentioned gesture,
but one for which no authority exists. NFF points out these "good-faith
misunderstandings” not to criticize or embarrass anyone, but rather to head off a growing
trivialization of this memorial salute, and to preserve the dignity and significance of
flying the U.S. flag at half-staff. To any readers who may think that NFF is insensitive for
raising these breaches of etiquette, please be assured that our motives are pure. We grieve
these human loses deeply; however, we believe proper respect for our flag must be
maintained - no matter the circumstances.

We owe that respect to our living, our dead and our flag.

To position the flag at half-staff, first raise the flag to the peak of the staff for an instant and
then lower it to the half-staff position -- roughly halfway between the top and bottom of the
staff. Before lowering it for the day, raise the flag again to the peak of the pole for a moment.

By order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of principal
figures of the United States Government and the Governor of a State, territory, or possession,
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as a mark of respect to their memory. In the event of the death of other officials or foreign
dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-staff according to U.S. Presidential instructions,
or in accordance with recognized customs.

In the event of the death of a present or former official of the government of any State,
territory, or possession of the U.S., the Governor of that State, territory, or possession may
proclaim that the National Flag shall be flown at half-staff.

The flag shall be flown at half-staff for thirty days following the death of the President or a
former President; ten days following the day of death of the Vice President, the Chief Justice
or a retired Chief Justice of the United States, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
from the day of death until interment of an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, a
Secretary of an executive or military department, a former Vice President or the Governor of a
State, territory, or possession; and on the day of death and the following day for a Member of
Congress. The flag shall be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless that day
is also Armed Forces Day.

In a case where the flag is fixed to the pole (often in residential situations) it cannot be flown
at half staff. In this instance, it is proper to attach two black ribbons to the end of the pole
(not the flag) to show respect. (See mourning on the menu to the left.)

http://www.americanflags.org/docs/etiquette.isp?pageld=0690200091781119362388477

The laws relating to the flag of the United States of America are found in detail in the United
States Code. Title 4, Chapter 1 pertains to the flag; Title 18, Chapter 33, Section 700 regards
criminal penalties for flag desecration; Title 36, Chapter 3 pertains to patriotic customs and
observances. These laws were supplemented by Executive Orders and Presidential
Proclamations.

United States Code Title 4 Chapter 1 — The Flag

§1. Flag; stripes and stars on
The flag of the United States shall be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white: and the union of
the flag shall be forty-eight stars [Note that sec. 2 which follows provides for additional stars. Today the
flag has fifty stars representing the fifty states — Webmaster], white in a blue field

§2. Same; additional stars
On the admission of a new State into the Union one star shall be added to the union of the flag; and
such addition shall take effect on the fourth day of July then next succeeding such admission

§3. Use of flag for advertising purposes; mutilation of flag
Any person who, within the District of Columbia, in any manner, for exhibition or display, shall place or
cause to be placed any word, figure, mark, picture, design, drawing, or any advertisement of any nature
upon any flag, standard, colors, or ensign of the United States of America; or shall expose or cause to
be exposed to public view any such flag, standard, colors, or ensign upon which shall have been printed,
painted, or otherwise placed, or to which shall be attached, appended, affixed, or annexed any word,
figure, mark, picture, design, or drawing, or any advertisement of any nature; or who, within the District
of Columbia, shall manufacture, sell, expose for sale, or to public view, or give away or have in
possession for sale, or to be given away or for use for any purpose, any article or substance being an
article of merchandise, or a receptacle for merchandise or article or thing for carrying or transporting
merchandise, upon which shall have been printed, painted, attached, or otherwise placed a
representation of any such flag, standard, colors, or ensign, to advertise, call attention to, decorate,
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mark, or distinguish the article or substance on which so placed shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $100 or by imprisonment for not more than
thirty days, or both, in the discretion of the court. The words "flag, standard, colors, or ensign”, as used
herein, shall include any flag, standard, colors, ensign, or any picture or representation of either, or of
any part or parts of either, made of any substance or represented on any substance, of any size
evidently purporting to be either of said flag, standard, colors, or ensign of the United States of America
or a picture or a representation of either, upon which shall be shown the colors, the stars and the stripes,
in any number of either thereof, or of any part or parts of either, by which the average person seeing the
same without deliberation may believe the same to represent the flag, colors, standard, or ensign of the
United States of America.

§4. Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of delivery
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: "l pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”,
should be rendered by standing at attention facing the flag with the right hand over the heart. When not
in uniform men should remove any non-religious headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and
render the military salute. [See Congressional Notes re use of "under God."]

§5. Display and use of flag by civilians; codification of rules and customs; definition
The following codification of existing rules and customs pertaining to the display and use of the flag of
the United States of America be, and it is hereby, established for the use of such civilians or civilian
groups or organizations as may not be required to conform with regulations promulgated by one or more
executive departments of the Government of the United States. The flag of the United States for the
purpose of this chapter shall be defined according to title 4, United States Code, Chapter 1, Section 1
and Section 2 and Executive Order 10834 issued pursuant thereto.

§6. Time and occasions for display

a. ltis the universal custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However, when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag
may be displayed twenty-four hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of
darkness.

b. The flag should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.

c. The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement, except when an
all-weather flag is displayed.

d. The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on

o New Year's Day, January 1

Inauguration Day, January 20

Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday, third Monday in January

Lincoln's Birthday, February 12

Washington's Birthday, third Monday in February

Easter Sunday (variable)

Mother's Day, second Sunday in May

Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in May

Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in May

Flag Day, June 14

Father's Day, third Sunday in June

Independence Day, July 4

Labor Day, first Monday in September

Constitution Day, September 17

Columbus Day, second Monday in October

Navy Day, October 27

Veterans Day, November 11

Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day, December 25

and such other days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United States

the birthdays of States (date of admission)

o and on State holidays.

e. The flag should be displayed daily on or near the main administration building of every

public institution.

0000000000000 O0O0O0O0CO0OO0OCO0
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The flag should be displayed in or near every polling place on election days.
The flag should be displayed during school days in or near every schoolhouse.

§7. Position and manner of display
The flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the marching right;
that is, the flag's own right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the center of that line.

a.

b.

The flag should not be displayed on a float in a parade except from a staff, or as provided
in subsection (i) of this section.

The flag should not be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a
railroad train or a boat. When the flag is displayed on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed
firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.

No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of
the flag of the United States of America, except during church services conducted by
naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant may be flown above the flag during
church services for the personnel of the Navy. No person shall display the flag of the
United Nations or any other national or international flag equal, above, or in a position of
superior prominence or honor to, or in place of, the flag of the United States at any place
within the United States or any Territory or possession thereof: Provided, That nothing in
this section shall make unlawful the continuance of the practice heretofore followed of
displaying the flag of the United Nations in a position of superior prominence or honor,
and other national flags in positions of equal prominence or honor, with that of the flag of
the United States at the headquarters of the United Nations.

The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag against a
wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own right, and its staff should
be in front of the staff of the other flag.

The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point
of the group when a number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies are
grouped and displayed from staffs.

When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the same
halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at the peak. When
the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be hoisted
first and lowered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed above the flag of the
United States or to the United States flag's right.

When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate
staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately equal size. International
usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that of another nation in time of
peace.

When the flag of the United States is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at
an angle from the window sill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag should
be placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag is at half-staff. When the flag is
suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to a pole at the edge of
the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out, union first, from the building.

When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be
uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to the observer's left. When displayed in a
window, the flag should be displayed in the same way, with the union or blue field to the
left of the observer in the street.

When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended vertically
with the union to the north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south
street.

When used on a speaker's platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be displayed above
and behind the speaker. When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the
flag of the United States of America should hold the position of superior prominence, in
advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the clergyman's or speaker's
right as he faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of
the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience.
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The flag should form a distinctive feature of the ceremony of unveiling a statue or
monument, but it should never be used as the covering for the statue or monument.

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and
then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be again raised to the peak before
it is lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the flag should be displayed at half-staff until
noon only, then raised to the top of the staff. By order of the President, the flag shall be
flown at half-staff upon the death of principal figures of the United States Government
and the Governor of a State, territory, or possession, as a mark of respect to their
memory. In the event of the death of other officials or foreign dignitaries, the flag is to be

displayed at half-staff according to Presidential instructions or orders, OI 1

accordance with recognized customs or practices
not inconsistent with law. in the event of the death of a present or

former official of the government of any State, territory, or possession of the United
States, or the death of a member of the Armed Forces from any State, territory, or
possession who dies while serving on active duty, the Governor of that State, territory, or
possession may proclaim that the National flag shall be flown at half-staff, and the same
authority is provided to the Mayor of the District of Columbia with respect to present or
former officials of the District of Columbia and members of the Armed Forces from the
District of Columbia. The flag shall be flown at half-staff 30 days from the death of the
President or a former President; 10 days from the day of death of the Vice President, the
Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States, or the Speaker of the House
of Representatives; from the day of death until interment of an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court, a Secretary of an executive or military department, a former Vice
President, or the Governor of a State, territory, or possession; and on the day of death
and the following day for a Member of Congress. The flag shall be flown at half-staff on
Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless that day is also Armed Forces Day. As used in
this subsection —
1. the term "half-staff" means the position of the flag when it is one-half the distance
between the top and bottom of the staff;
2. the term "executive or military department" means any agency listed under
sections 101 and 102 of title 5, United States Code; and
3. the term "Member of Congress" means a Senator, a Representative, a Delegate,
or the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico.
When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is at the
head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed
to touch the ground.
When the flag is suspended across a corridor or lobby in a building with only one main
entrance, it should be suspended vertically with the union of the flag to the observer's left
upon entering. If the building has more than one main entrance, the flag should be
suspended vertically near the center of the corridor or lobby with the union to the north,
when entrances are to the east and west or to the east when entrances are to the north
and south. If there are entrances in more than two directions, the union should be to the
east.

§8. Respect for flag
No disrespect should be shown to the flag of the United States of America; the flag should not be dipped
to any person or thing. Regimental colors, State flags, and organization or institutional flags are to be
dipped as a mark of honor.

a.

b.

The flag should never be displayed with the union down, except as a signal of dire
distress in instances of extreme danger to life or property.

The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or
merchandise.
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c. The flag should never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.

d. The flag should never be used as wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It should never
be festooned, drawn back, nor up, in folds, but always allowed to fall free. Bunting of
blue, white, and red, always arranged with the blue above, the white in the middle, and
the red below, should be used for covering a speaker's desk, draping the front of the
platform, and for decoration in general.

e. The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored in such a manner as to
permit it to be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in any way.

f. The flag should never be used as a covering for a ceiling.

g. The flag should never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to it any
mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture, or drawing of any nature.

h. The flag should never be used as a receptacle for receiving, holding, carrying, or
delivering anything.

i. The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever. It
should not be embroidered on such articles as cushions or handkerchiefs and the like,
printed or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or boxes or anything that is designed
for temporary use and discard. Advertising signs should not be fastened to a staff or
halyard from which the flag is flown.

j- No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform. However, a flag
patch may be affixed to the uniform of military personnel, firemen, policemen, and
members of patriotic organizations. The flag represents a living country and is itself
considered a living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin being a replica, should be worn on
the left lapel near the heart.

k. The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display,
should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning

§9. Conduct during hoisting, lowering or passing of flag
During the ceremony of hoisting or lowering the flag or when the flag is passing in a parade or in review,
all persons present in uniform should render the military salute. Members of the Armed Forces and
veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the military salute. All other persons present
should face the flag and stand at attention with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove
their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
Citizens of other countries present should stand at attention. All such conduct toward the flag in a
moving column should be rendered at the moment the flag passes.

§10. Modification of rules and customs by President
Any rule or custom pertaining to the display of the flag of the United States of America, set forth herein,
may be altered, modified, or repealed, or additional rules with respect thereto may be prescribed, by the
Commander in Chief of the Amrmed Forces of the United States, whenever he deems it to be appropriate
or desirable; and any such alteration or additional rule shall be set forth in a proclamation

United States Code Title 36

§301. National anthem; Star-Spangled Banner

a. The composition consisting of the words and music known as The Star-Spangled Banner

is designated the national anthem of the United States of America.
b. Conduct during playing — During rendition of the national anthem—
1. when the flag is displayed —

A. all present except those in uniform should stand at attention facing the
flag with the right hand over the heart;

B. men not in uniform should remove their headdress with their right hand
and hold the headdress at the left shoulder, the hand being over the
heart; and

C. individuals in uniform should give the military salute at the first note of
the anthem and maintain that position until the last note; and
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2. when the flag is not displayed, all present should face toward the music and act
in the same manner they would if the flag were displayed.

§302. National motto
"In God we trust” is the national motto.
§303. National floral emblem
The flower commonly known as the rose is the national floral emblem.

§304. National march
The composition by John Philip Sousa entitled "The Stars and Stripes Forever" is the national march.

§901. Service flag and service lapel button

a. Individuals Entitled To Display Service Flag.— A service flag approved by the Secretary
of Defense may be displayed in a window of the place of residence of individuals who are
members of the immediate family of an individual serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States during any period of war or hostilities in which the Armed Forces of the
United States are engaged.

b. Individuals Entitled To Display Service Lapel Button.— A service lapel button approved
by the Secretary may be worn by members of the immediate family of an individual
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States during any period of war or hostilities in
which the Armed Forces of the United States are engaged.

c. License To Manufacture and Sell Service Flags and Service Lapel Buttons.— Any person
may apply to the Secretary for a license to manufacture and sell the approved service
flag, or the approved service lapel button, or both. Any person that manufactures a
service flag or service lapel button without having first obtained a license, or otherwise
violates this section is liable to the United States Government for a civil penalty of not
more than $1,000.

d. Regulations.— The Secretary may prescribe regulations necessary to carry out this
section.

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagcode.htm

From the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access
[www.gpoaccess.gov]

[Laws in effect as of January 3, 2007]
[CITE: 36USC137]

[Page 27]

TITLE 36--PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES, AND
ORGANIZATIONS

Subtitle I--Patriotic and National Observances and Ceremonies
Part A--Observances and Ceremonies

CHAPTER 1--PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES

sec. 137. Police Week

The President is requested to issue each year a proclamation--
(1) designating the week in which May 15 occurs as Police Week in
recognition of the service given by men and women who stand guard
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to protect the people of the United States through law
enforcement;
and

(2) inviting State and local governments and the people of the
United States to observe Police Week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities, including the display of the flag at halfstaff.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1958, 112 Stat. 126l1.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised Section Source (U.S. Code)
Source (Statutes at Large)

I B g 36:167(3), (4) (related to
Oct. 1, 1962, Pub. L. 87-726, cls. (3),

Police Week).
(4) (related to Police Week), 76 Stat.

676; Sept. 13, 1994, Pub. L. 103-322,
title XXXII, Sec. 320922(a) (1), (3),

(4), 108 Stat. 2131,

In clause (1), the words "“night and day'' and "~ 'in our midst'' are
omitted as unnecessary.

http://frwebgate.access. epo.sov/coi-
bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=browse usc&docid=Cite:+36USC137

Traditional observance

Many people observe this holiday by visiting cemeteries and memorials. A national
moment of remembrance takes place at 3 p.m. local time. Another tradition is to fly the
flag of the United States at half-staff from dawn until noon local time. Volunteers often
place American flags on each grave site at National Cemeteries

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial Day
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From the U.S. Code Online via GPO Access
[WWw.gpoaccess.gov]

[Laws in effect as of January 3, 2007]
[CITE: 36USC127]

[Page 25]

TITLE 36--PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES, AND
ORGANIZATIONS

Subtitle I--Patriotic and National Observances and Ceremonies
Part A--Observances and Ceremonies

CHAPTER 1--PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES

sec. 127. National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day

(a) Designation.--July 27 of each year until 2003 is National
Korean
War Veterans Armistice Day.
(b) Proclamation.--The President is requested to issue each year a
proclamation calling on--
(1) the people of the United States to observe National Korean
War Veterans Armistice Day with appropriate ceremonies and
activities; and
(2) all departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the
United States Government, and interested organizations, groups, and
individuals, to fly the flag of the United States at halfstaff on
July 27 of each year until 2003 in honor of the individuals who
died
as a result of their service in Korea.

(Pub. L. 105-225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1259.)

Historical and Revision Notes

Revised Section Source (U.S. Code)
Source (Statutes at Large)

127 (@) ettt ettt ettt enaanaanaeas e aans 36:169m (words before "~ “and the
July 27, 1995, Pub. L. 104-19, title
President'').
II, Sec. 2005, 109 Stat. 247.
127(b) e veii e e i e e R T T 36:169m (words after
“Armistice Day' '').

In subsection (b) (2), the words ' “departments, agencies, and
instrumentalities'' are substituted for *“departments and agencies of
the United States'' for consistency in the revised title and with other
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titles of the United States Code.

http:/frwebgate.access. gpo.oov/cei-

bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=browse usc&docid=Cite:+36USC127
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Patriot Day, 2005
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America

Four years have passed since our country was brutally attacked on a quiet September
morning. On that day, thousands of innocent lives were taken from us. The victims and
the families who lost loved ones remain in the hearts and prayers of our Nation. We also
remember the courage of the firefighters, police officers, emergency rescue personnel,
and scores of private citizens who showed us the true meaning of heroism and
demonstrated our resolve to the world.

The mission that began on September 11, 2001, continues. Today, we see the virtue of
the September 11th heroes embodied in our military personnel, who are taking the fight
to our enemies and helping to keep us safe at home. Thousands of other Americans, from
intelligence analysts to border guards to countless others, are doing vital work to help
defend America and prevent future attacks. We are grateful to all of these men and
women and to their families for their service and sacrifice. We honor those who have lost
their lives defending our freedom, and we pray that God comfort their families. We
pledge that we will not rest until we have won the war on terror.

As we mark this solemn anniversary, I call upon all our citizens to express their
patriotism and their gratitude for the blessings of liberty. By flying the flag, supporting
military families, and teaching young people about our founding ideals, we honor the
lives lost on September 11, 2001, and since, and we help preserve our freedom for future
generations.

By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107 89), the Congress
has designated September 11 of each year as "Patriot Day."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 11, 2005, as Patriot Day. I call upon the Governors of the
United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials of
all units of government, to direct that the flag be flown at half staff on Patriot Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe Patriot Day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities, including remembrance services, to display the flag at half staff from their
homes on that day, and to observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern
daylight time to honor the innocent victims who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2005/09/20050909-12 . html

Public Law 107-51

One Hundred Seventh Congress
of the
United States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION
Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the third day of January, two thousand and one

Joint Resolution

Memorializing fallen firefighters by lowering the American flag to half-staff in honor of the National
Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Whereas 1,200,000 men and women comprise the American fire and emergency services;

Whereas the fire and emergency services is considered one of the most dangerous jobs in the
United States;

Whereas fire and emergency services personnel respond to over 16 million emergency calls
annually, without reservation and with little regard for their personal safety;

Whereas fire and emergency services personnel are the first to respond to an emergency,
whether it involves a fire, medical emergency, spill of hazardous materials, natural disaster, act of
terrorism, or transportation accident;

Whereas approximately one-third of all active fire and emergency personnel suffer debilitating
injuries annually; and

Whereas approximately 100 fire and emergency services personnel die annually in the line of
duty: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That each year, the American flags on all Federal office buildings will be

lowered to half-staff in honor of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial
Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
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Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Vice President of the United States and

President of the Senate.

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/more/pl107-51.htm

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release QOctober 2, 2009
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK, 2009
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION
As powerful as any force in the natural world, fire deserves our utmost attention. Unchecked, fire can
destroy homes, devastate our environment, and, at its worst, injure or fatally harm individuals. Fire
Prevention Week is a time to learn about important fire safety issues and empower our communities to stay
"Fire Smart." It is also a time to honor our Nation's brave firefighters and volunteers who risk their lives to
protect their fellow Americans.
Every year, thousands of Americans experience fires in their homes and workplaces. We can greatly reduce
these tragedies by taking a few, very simple steps. For example, if each of us strives to remain attentive
while cooking, to properly dispose of all smoking materials, and to regularly check and replace smoke alarm
batteries, we can help keep our families safe from harm and protect personal property. Additional
precautionary measures should also include the formation of an emergency plan and the education of our
children about the proper ways to handle potentially dangerous situations with fire.
This week's theme, "Stay Fire Smart! Don't Get Burned," focuses on increasing burn awareness and
prevention. We can each do more to avoid severe burns by testing water temperature, remaining aware of
open flames, and ensuring that heating elements -- such as those in electric stoves, toasters, hair
appliances, and space heaters -- are secure and operated properly. These easy, common sense practices
can help Americans avoid suffering painful burns.
Fire can have a devastating impact on the life of an individual or family, and it can havé far-reaching
financial and human consequences. Wildfires can bum hundreds of acres and affect numerous

communities, while household fires can spread to neighboring buildings. These and other emergency
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situations can endanger the lives of not only the public, but also our rescue workers and firefighters. During
Fire Prevention Week, we are reminded of the dangers of fire, we honor the brave men and women who
protect us from it, and we recommit ourselves to its responsible use.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 4
through October 10, 2009, as Fire Prevention Week. On Sunday, October 4, 2009, in
accordance with Public Law 107-51, the flag of the United States
will be flown at half staff on all Federal office buildings in honor
of the National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service. | call on all
Americans to participate in this observance with appropriate programs and activities and by renewing their
efforts to prevent fires and their tragic consequences.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this second day of October, in the year of our Lord
two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-

fourth.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the press office/Presidential-Proclamation-Fire-Prevention-
Week

National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 2007
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of
America

& In Focus: Veterans . White House News

On December 7, 1941, our Nation was viciously attacked at Pearl Harbor, America's
Pacific Fleet was battered and broken, and more than 2,400 American lives were lost. On
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, America honors those brave individuals who
made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our homeland, and we recognize those veterans
who with strength and resolve defended our Nation and advanced the cause of freedom
during World War II.

When it mattered most, an entire generation of Americans stepped forward to protect our
freedom and to defend liberty. Their devotion to duty and willingness to serve a cause
greater than self helped secure our future and our way of life. Liberty prevailed because
of the sacrifice of these courageous patriots, and America and her allies preserved a
world where democracy could flourish. Our Nation remains forever in the debt of these
brave Americans.
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From the unprovoked attack at Pearl Harbor grew a steadfast resolve that has made
America a defender of freedom around the world, and our mission continues as our men
and women in uniform serve at home and in distant lands. Today, as we defend our
Nation's founding ideals, we pay special tribute to those who lost their lives at Pearl
Harbor, honor our veterans of World War Il, and celebrate the liberty that makes America
a lasting symbol of hope to the world.

The Congress, by Public Law 103 308, as amended, has designated December 7 of each
year as "National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2007, as National Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day. I encourage all Americans to observe this solemn occasion with
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I urge all Federal agencies,
interested organizations, groups, and individuals to fly the flag of the

United States at half-staff this December 7 in honor of those who died as a
result of their service at Pearl Harbor.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

fourth day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

httn://georeewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2007/12/20071204-9.html
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