CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DATE: November 20, 2024

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager

FROM: Eric Helmstedter, Economic Development Director c{"’é,
RE: 2025 Heritage Fest Fireworks Funding Request

Dennis Campbell, Executive Director of the Kent Area Chamber of Commerce, is requesting
funding from the City, not to exceed $18,590.00, for the 2025 Heritage Fest Fireworks show.

I am respectfully requesting time at the December 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting to provide
Dennis Campbell the opportunity to present his request to Council for consideration.

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda, please let me know.
Thank you.

Attachment

(v Bridget Susel, Community Development Director
Hope Jones, Law Director
Rhonda Hall, Budget and Finance Director
Kathy Coleman, Interim Clerk of Council

930 Overholt Rd., Kent, Ohio 44240 « (330) 678-8108 fax (330) 678-8030 e
www.KentOhio.org



@ Outlook

RE: Heritage Fest Fireworks

From Dennis Campbell <dcampbell@kentbiz.com>
Date Wed 11/20/2024 3:16 PM
To  Eric Helmstedter <eric.helmstedter@KentOhio.gov>

Correct.

Dennis Campbell Jr.
Executive Director

Kent Area Chamber of Commerce
201B East Erie Street

Kent, Ohio 44240

330.673.9855

www.kentbiz.com

7| Kent
-\\\ Area Chamber

of Commerce
- EST. 1910 -

Facebook: Kent Area Chamber of Commerce
Twitter: @KentAreaChamber
Instagram: @kentareachamber

From: Eric Helmstedter <eric.helmstedter@KentOhio.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:16 PM

To: Dennis Campbell <dcampbell@kentbiz.com>

Subject: Re: Heritage Fest Fireworks

Thank you Dennis. So am | correct in my assumption that the maximum amount of funding the

Chamber will be requesting from the City for the 2025 Heritage Fest Fireworks show is
$18,5907

Eric Helmstedter

Economic Development Director
City of Kent

930 Overholt Rd

Kent, OH 44240



330-676-7582 (o)

330-842-2394(c)

From: Dennis Campbell <dcampbell@kentbiz.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:11 PM

To: Eric Helmstedter <geric.helmstedter@KentOhio.gov>
Subject: RE: Heritage Fest Fireworks

Eric,

| am waiting on the final quote, but American Fireworks gave me a verbal quote that the maximum cost
would be 10% increase over last year. That new total would be $18590 maximum, but they said if we
could not budget that much they would scale the display based on what we could do. That is coming off
of a three-year price lock negotiated. They shared that this is the time of year that they will start the
contract process for reviewing multi-year contracts so | am waiting for them to reach back out.

Dennis Campbell Jr.
Executive Director

Kent Area Chamber of Commerce
201B East Erie Street

Kent, Ohio 44240

330.673.9855

www.kentbiz.com

7 |__Kent
‘\\\ Area Chamber

of Commerce
- EST. 1910 -

Facebook: Kent Area Chamber of Commerce
Twitter: @KentAreaChamber
Instagram: @kentareachamber

From: Eric Helmstedter <eric.helmstedter@KentOhio.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:08 PM

To: Dennis Campbell <dcampbell@kentbiz.com>

Subject: Heritage Fest Fireworks

Hi Dennis,

Could you please provide me with a price quote, and the amount the Chamber will be
requesting from the City for 2025 Heritage Fest Fireworks show?

Thanks



Eric Helmstedter

Economic Development Director

City of Kent

930 Overholt Rd

Kent, OH 44240

330-676-7582 (o)

330-842-2394(c)

CAUTION: EXTERNAL SENDER Do not click any links, open any attachments, or REPLY to the
message unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION: EXTERNAL SENDER Do not click any links, open any attachments, or REPLY to the
message unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.



Law DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM
KENT, OHIO

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager

From: Hope L. Jones, Law Director

Date: November 21, 2024

Re: Public Defender Contract Renewal
Mr. Ruller,

It is that time of year for the renewal of the Public Defender contract for the calendar
year 2025.

I request that legislation for the renewal of the contract be placed on the December 4,
2024 agenda for discussion by Council Committee. For your information, the City
requests this contract to ensure that indigent criminal defendants to receive the public
defender’s assistance.

Thank you, Dave,

Hope



CITY OF KENT, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director

To:  Dave Ruller, City Manager

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance
Date: November 21, 2024

Re:  FY2025 Recommended Budget

Dave,

Attached is the Recommended Budget for 2025. I would like to request approval of this budget by
Council at the December 4, 2024, Council meeting in order to be in compliance with Ohio Revise Code
Section 5705.38, Annual Appropriation Measure, whereas on or about the first day of each fiscal year
an appropriation measure is to be passed.

Thank you.

Iorolo (7 w

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH 44240
(330) 678-8102 — Director and General Accounting
(330) 678-8103 Income Tax  (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing FAX (330) 676-7584



CITY OF KENT, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director

To:  Dave Ruller, City Manager

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance

Date: November 21, 2024

Re:  FY2024 Appropriation Amendments, Transfers, and Advances #7

- ,%Mmu(t\ 7’ }K’XQJ[

The final appropriations amendment will reflect the remaining operating contingency
funds as a separate item on the appropriations ordinance attachment. This will enable the
transfer of contingency funds to either operating or personnel lines as needed.

I will continue to work with the Departments/Divisions during the next few weeks to
resolve remaining or anticipated negative budget variances and would also request
favorable consideration of any additional items that may be subsequently identified and
included in the final appropriation amendment exhibit. At this point I don’t have any
requests for appropriation changes for Council to review before the meeting on December
18, 2024.

Therefore, I am requesting Council approve amended appropriations for the December
Council meeting.

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH 44240
(330) 678-8102 — Director and General Accounting
(330) 678-8103 Income Tax  (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing FAX (330) 676-7584



CITY OF KENT, OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE
Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director

To:  Council Members

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance
Date: November 21, 2024

Re:  Then and Now Purchase Order Approval Request

In accordance with Section 5705.41 (D) of the Ohio Revised Code the City must receive
approval from Council for all Then and Now purchase orders of more than $3,000 on a regular
basis. Attached is a list of Then and Now P.O.’s in excess of $3,000 that are dated September 5,
2024 through to November 21, 2024. Please allow me to update this list through to the date of
the next Council meeting dated December 18, 2024 for the December ordinance.

Thank you.

\J}&\UL@Q\ ' 4 ) w \

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH 44240
(330) 678-8102 — Director and General Accounting
(330) 678-8103 Income Tax  (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing FAX (330) 676-7584
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CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DATE: November 20, 2024

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager

FROM: Eric Helmstedter, Economic Development Director 5‘74/
RE: Event Permit Process Recommendations

At the June 5, 2024 Committee meeting, City Council instructed the administration to complete a
comprehensive evaluation of the existing event permit process and to identify recommendations
for updating the event permit application and any proposed amendments to the Kent Codified
Ordinances that will be needed as a result of the changes to the event permit application.

The administration has completed its evaluation, and I am respectfully requesting time at the
December 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting to present the recommended updates to the event
permit application and the proposed amendments to the KCO in greater detail and to request
Council authorization, with emergency, to proceed with the event permit process updates before
the start of the 2025 calendar year.

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda, please let me
know.

Thank you.

Attachments

¢e: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director
Hope Jones, Law Director
Kathy Coleman, Interim Clerk of Council
Dominique Bollenbacher, Community Engagement Coordinator

930 Overholf Rd., Kent, Ohio 44240 e (330) 678-8108 fax (330) 678-8030 « www.KentOhio.org



CITY OF KENT SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT APPLICATION
This application is used for events held on public property within the City of Kent. This application
must be submitted at least 60 days prior to the event, but no sooner than one year prior to the
event. Acceptance of your application is not a final approval or confirmation of your request.

NAME OF EVENT:

EVENT DATE & TIME:
EVENT LOCATION(S):
EVENT PROCEEDS BENEFICIARY:

APPLCANT INFORMATION

Organization Sponsoring Event:

Is it Nonprofit: [IYES [INO

If so, provide documentation certifying tax exempt, nonprofit status with this application.

Applicant Name: Title/Position:
Mailing Address City: State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

Name(s) and phone number(s)of person(s) responsible during the event:

Event Website (if applicable):

EVENT INFORMATION
Type of Event or Special Activity: (ex. Parade, 5k, Festival, etc.)

Provide a detailed description of the Event (please attach flyer or additional sheet if needed):

REQUESTED PERMIT TIME: Start set up: Start event:
End event: End cleanup:

Anticipated attendance:

Has this Event ever been held in the past: LIYES [INO

If so, provide documentation detailing the previous event location, date, and number of attendees.

Admission charged: [JYES [INO Ifso, list the amount of the admission or participation fee: $

Who will receive the proceeds:




EVENT COMPONENTS
Check all boxes that apply to your event.

[]Alcohol Sales [IClean Up/Litter Management [ ]Electric

[IFireworks [IFood Vendors [IGenerators

[IMusic/Sound Amplification [IPortable Toilets [IPyrotechnics

[ Street Closures [ Tents [JVendors (Merchandise/Service)
[JVendors (Informational) [ Water L]Other:

ALCOHOL SALES (if checked above)

A copy of the Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control Approval/Permit is required.

Name of applicant/licensee:

CLEAN UP/LITTER MANAGEMENT

Applicant is responsible for all trash/litter, grease, damages, ash, and gray water generated by an event.
Describe how you will collect and remove trash/litter generated at the event:

A 8100 deposit is required to ensure that the event area is cleaned to pre-event conditions. Refund of deposit is at
the discretion of the City, based upon the appearance of the event area once it has been cleaned.

ELECTRIC & WATER SERVICE
Does your event require use of City electric: [IYES [INO

If so, please explain:

Outdoor extension cords must be 3-prong, with proper grounding and rating approved for outdoor use.

Does your event require use of City water: LJyes [INO

If so, please explain:

MUSIC/SOUND AMPLIFICATION

Described any music and/or amplifying equipment that is part of your event:

The number and location of stages, number of bands/performers, and a schedule indicating the times and
location of bands/performers must be submitted with the application.



PORTABLE RESTROOMS

Applicant is responsible for providing any portable restrooms and handwashing facilities needed to accommodate
your event attendees and participants. Portable restroom suppliers can assist you with determining the quantity
needed for your event.

Name and phone number of company supplying the portable restrooms and handwashing facilities:

Number of portable restrooms: Number of handwashing facilities:
Delivery date and time: Post event removal date and time:

Attach a copy Portable Restroom suppliers’ liability insurance with the City of Kent named as an additional
insured.

STREET CLOSURES

Does your event require street closure(s): [JYES [INO

If yes, what street(s) (include specific boundaries with street addresses, use additional pages if necessary):

There will be a fee of $50 per street closure. The $50 street closure fee will be waived for events held at the South
Water Street Parking Lot, or East Erie Street between South Depeyster Street and Haymaker Parkway. The
Service Director will determine the amount and location of barricades and cones required for your event.
Applicant may be required to pick up and return the barricades and cones. Barricades and cones may be picked
up/returned to the Service Administration Complex, 930 Overholt Road. A $100 deposit is required to ensure that
the barricades and cones are returned in good condition. Refund of deposit is at the discretion of the City based
upon condition of the barricades and cones. Additional fees may be incurred should City staff be required to be
present for the event.

TENTS

Name and phone number of company supplying the tents:

Number of tents and size of each:

Method in which tent(s) will be secured:

Tents may require a permit and must comply with Ohio Fire Code, Ohio Building Code. Tents may also require
liability insurance. Applicant is responsible for reviewing said code and attaching a copy of the Company
supplying the tent(s) liability insurance with the City of Kent named as an additional insured. Tent(s) may not be
secured in any manner that is damaging to City property.

VENDORS/FOOD SALES

Number of Food Vendors: Number of Merchandise/Service/Informational Vendors:

Applicant is required to submit a Vendor List with this application indicating all vendors who will participate in
the event. The Vendor List must indicate what each vendor will do, sell, demonstrate, cook (including cooking
method), make, hand out, etc.



SITE PLAN

All applicants are required to submit a detailed site plan for all events. Please attached a detailed site plan of your
event that clearly indicates the names of all streets or areas that are part of the event footprint, and includes the
locations of entrances and exits, food vendors, hand washing facilities, portable restrooms, signage, trash receptacles
(not including City trash receptacles) tents, and vendors. Parade/Race applicants should include a map, which
clearly indicates the names of all streets or areas, of the proposed route.

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Will the normal operations of residents and businesses be affected by your event: Lyes L[LINO

If so, please explain:

For events with any street closure(s), the applicant must attach a copy of the proposed pre-event information.
The City of Kent Community Development Department will provide the applicant with a list of affected residents
and businesses resulting from any street closure(s). It is the responsibility of the applicant to provide all listed
residents and businesses with a copy of the proposed pre-event information and written nofification of any street
closure(s) by hand delivery or First Class U.S. Mail.

By signing this application, I am certifying that I have received a copy of the rules and regulations of Chapter 316 of
the Codified Ordinances of the City of Kent, and I fully understand that should the permit be approved, it can be
revoked if any of the provisions of this Chapter are violated.

Applicant Name Applicant Signature Date

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

On this application was sent for review to the following Departments: Fire, Health, Police, Safety, and
Service.

Application Status: [JAPPROVED [ IDENIED

Memorandum Agreement Required: [L1YES [INO

Proof of insurance reviewed and approved by the Law Director: LIYES [INO

Law Director Date



ACKNOLWEDGEMENT

COST AND DAMAGES

I understand that the application fee of $100 is due upon submission to the City of Kent. I understand that
for events held in the South Water Street Parking lot, the $100 application fee will be waived. I understand
that all fees associated with my event are due upon approval of my event and before a permit will be issued. I
understand that additional restitution for any damages incurred during use will be my responsibility.

Initials and Date

CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE/INDEMNIFICATION/RISK INFORMATION

Once an Applicant receives approval for their event, the Permit holder must furnish a certificate of insurance,
in an amount of no less than one million dollars ($1,000,000), explicitly releasing the City of Kent from all
liability relating to the event and naming the City of Kent as an additional insured party for the respective
event. This certificate must be provided to the City at least twenty (20) days prior to the event.

I agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Kent and its agents and employees from and against all
claims, damages, losses and expenses including attorney’s fees arising out of or resulting from the Special
Event.

Initials and Date

ADDITIONAL FEES

I understand that upon review, and based on the information supplied in this application, it may be
determined that my event requires the use of additional City resources, including, but not limited to: Police,
Fire, Service, and Health Department personnel and/or equipment. Further information may be requested to
make this determination. I understand that there may be additional fees associated with these services which
will be my responsibility. I understand that additional fees associated with my event must be paid at least
twenty (20) days prior to the event.

Initials and Date

CITY LOGOS

I understand that I am expressly prohibited from the use of the City of Kent’s identifying marks without first
obtaining written approval from the City.

Initials and Date

APPROVAL

I understand that this application is to request the use of City property, and submission of this application
does not guarantee event approval. I understand that approval is based upon the description of the event in
the application, and if changes to the event occur that are not stipulated in the original application, they must
be submitted in writing for consideration. I understand that all requests must be approved by the City of
Kent.

Initials and Date



APPLICANT CHECKLIST

Please use this checklist to ensure that all your supporting documents are submitted for review.
Requested Certificates of Insurance must have the City of Kent listed as an additional insured.
Note that this is a general checklist, and there may be some items not applicable to your event.

[ Completed Application Form

[ Documentation certifying tax exempt, non-profit status
[J Copy of Ohio Department of Commerce Liquor License
[J Band/Performer Schedule

[1 Portable Restroom Supplier’s Certificate of Insurance

[] Tent Supplier’s Certificate of Insurance

(] Vendor List

[ Site Plan

[ Community Impact Pre-Event Information

[J Completed Affected Residents and Businesses Approval Petition
[ Applicant Certificate of Insurance ($1,000,000 minimum)

[J Fee and deposit check(s) — must be made payable to City of Kent
Application fee
Barricade/Cone deposit
Clean Up deposit
Road closure fee



316.01 DEFINITIONS.

(a) Carnival - An event requiring the closing of streets or the use of City right-of-way
primarily for the purpose of mechanical rides, but also for other amusements, food
vendors, or other for-profit ventures.

(b) Festival - An event requiring the closing of streets or the use of City right-of-way for
amusements, food vending, displays, and other entertainment activities, for which the
primary purpose is community enjoyment and charitable purposes, and is-sponsored the

appticantis by a non-profit agency forcharitabtepurposes.

(c) Marches, demonstrations, assemblies or picketing shall be defined as an organized
walk or procession or assembly by a group of people for a specific cause orissue, that
takes place on sidewalks or public right of way, excluding streets, alleys, roads,
thoroughfares or highways.

(d) Parade - An event requiring the closing of streets or the use of City right-of-way for
purposes of a procession of persons, groups, vehicles, animals, floats, and other
conveyances.

(e) Race - Any competitive or non-competitive event traversing a prescribed course,
which includes city streets, highways or rights-of-way, which requires closing some or all of
the affected streets, to other traffic, or requires dedication of safety personnel for control or
direction.

(f) Public Assembly - An event requiring the closing of streets or the use of City right-of-
way for the purposes of assembly of persons for more than three hours.

(g) Special event - Any carnival, festival, parade, race, public assembly, or other event
occurring on city streets, property or right-of-way, excluding city property regulated by the
Department of Parks and Recreation, for which a permitis required by the provisions of this
chapter.

(h) "Permit" means a Special Event Permit issued by the City Manager or his/her
designee pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

(i) "Affected area" means that portion of a street, alley or roadway, as measured from
intersection to intersection, intersection to dead-end or intersection to cul-de-sac as the
case may be, which is the site of any block party or street assemblage or any intended or
planned block party or street assemblage. When determining the extent of an affected area
it shall be necessary to determine the furthermost point of intersection or intersections of
the area where vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic is or will be blocked, hindered or



impeded in any way with the area or areas where such traffic will not be so blocked,
hindered or impeded.

The areas between such intersections or between such intersection and a dead-end or cul-
de-sac is an affected area.

(j) "Affected property" means any parcel of land, any part of which borders on any
affected area, as such is defined in subsection (d) hereof.

(k) "Affected resident" mean an adult who leases or owns affected property and resides
thereon. For purposes of proving ownership under this section the identification of
ownership as shown on the tax map maintained by the Portage County Tax Map Division of
the County Engineer's Office shall be conclusive as of the time when an application for a
permit is made. For purposes of proving a leasehold interest under this section it shall be
necessary to produce a valid written lease wherein the alleged affected resident is clearly
identified by name as a lessee thereunder or a signed letter from the owner of the affected
property in which letter the alleged affected resident is clearly identified by name as a
lessee under an oral lease of such property.

() “Sponsor" “Applicant” shall mean a legally responsible representative or entity, adtitt;
8 i atizatton;who-is capable of meeting all

requirements of this chapter.
(m) “Animal” shall mean any dog, cat, domestic animal, or other animal.
(Ord. 2006-45. Passed 4-19-06.)
316.02 PERMIT REQUIRED.

(a) No person, group of persons or organization shall conduct or participate in any
special event upon any street or highway or right-of-way, without first obtaining a permit
from the City Manager.

Applications for such permits shall be made on such forms as may be prescribed and
shall contain such information as is reasonably necessary consistent with this chaptertoa
fair determination of whether a permit should be issued. Applications shall be filed not less
than thirty sixty days before the time intended for such parade or procession. An
application fee of $100.00 shall be due and payable to the city at such time as an
application for a permit is filed with the City. The permit may be refused or canceled if:

(1) Thetime, place, size or conduct of the special event including the assembly areas
and route of march would unreasonably interfere with the public convenience and safe use
of the streets and highways.



(2) The special event would require the diversion of so great a number of police officers
to properly police the line of movement, assembly area and areas contiguous thereto so as
to deny normal police protection to the Municipality.

(3) The special event route of march or assembly areas would unreasonably interfere
with the movement of police vehicles, fire-fighting equipment or ambulance service to
other areas of the Municipality.

(4) The special event would unreasonably interfere with other scheduled civic events,
or another event for which a permit has been issued.

(5) The information contained in the application is found to be false, misleading or
incomplete in any material detail. An emergency such as a fire or storm would prevent the
proper conduct of the event.

The permit or any order or memorandum accompanying it may limit or prescribe
reasonable conditions, including the hours, the places of assembly and of dispersal, the
route of march or travel and the streets, highways or portions thereof which may be used or
occupied.

(b) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree. (Ord. 2006-45. Passed 4-19-06.)

316.03 GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS.

(a) Special event permits for periods of greater than three hours duration shall be
reviewed and approved by the City Council.

(b) Applications for special event permits shall be made not greater than one year in
advance, nor less than thirty sixty days in advance of the date of the event listed on the
special event permit application.

(c) Special event permit applicants shall meet with the City Manager or his/her
designate to develop a plan which will comply with all mandatory provisions of this
chapter. Said meeting shall be held sufficiently in advance to provide for review and
approval by the City Council. Said plan will not be approved and binding until final City
Council approval.

(d) The plan developed through said meeting shall consider all criteria identified in the
provisions of this chapter, and shall be reduced to writing in the form of a Memorandum of
understanding, to be forwarded with all other required documents for City Council review.

(e) Parades or events of less than three hours duration shall be similarly reduced to a
memorandum of understanding, but will not require City Council approval if the event has



been conducted in previous years, and does not require a substantial dedication of city
resources, equipment, or personnel.

(f) Anyeventin which the applicant is spensoredby a for-profit organization shall be
presented for City Council approval, and all expenses of the city in support of the event
shall be paid by the spenrser applicant. City costs of for-profit events by non-profit
organizations shall be paid by the spensoer applicant. City costs of events which have a
coordination of for-profit and non-profit vendors and/or booths, rides, or attractions may be
split equally between the city and the spensoer applicant. City costs of non-profit events by
non-profit organizations with only non-profit vendors may be paid by the city. Non-profit
status shall require provision of documentation and financial statements. A determination
of the city’s share of additional expenses brought about by the issuance of a special event
permit shall be determined by City Council at the time the eventis brought before it for
approval.

(g) The City Council may require any other reasonable conditions beyond those provided
forin any memorandum of understanding which it reasonably feels are necessary for the
safe, efficient and proper use of city rights-of-way and other city resources.

(Ord. 2006-45. Passed 4-19-06.)

316.04 RULES, GUIDELINES, CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR ISSUANCE OF A
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT.

(a) Access to businesses and residences- The sponsor applicant shall ensure
reasonable access to businesses and residences within the affected area of the special
event.

(b) Alcoholic beverages — Spoensors Applicants of events which propose the
consumption of alcoholic beverages within the affected area of the event shall meet the

following guidelines:

2 (1) An"F"liquor permit will be required from the State of Ohio, which will be the
responsibility of the spenser applicant to obtain and submit a copy to the city prior to the
event.

£3)(2) The sponsor applicant will present a plan to limit accessibility of alcoholic
beverages to underage people and excessive drinkers.



{4} (3) The spensor applicant shall specify and agree to limited hours of availability of
alcoholic beverage.

{5) (4) The sponsor applicant will identify and contain a specific area in which

consumption of alcoholic beverage may be consumed.

(c) Anti-Discrimination Provisions - Use of the city streets and right-of-ways may not
discriminate for or against a given class of people.

(d) Fire Prevention/Suppression - Applicants and-sponsors will be required to meet the
following guidelines:

(1) Anyvendors who utilize cooking or other heating equipment shall have a fire
extinguisher with a minimum rating that meets the specified standards required by the
Ohio Fire Code, as amended, of 2A10B€ available at all times.

(2) Aclear fire lane shall be maintained throughout the course of the affected area.

(3) Gasoline powered generators may be permitted, but gasoline storage on site shall
be limited to five gallons which shall be stored in a UL approved container.

be-by may require a permit issued by the fire department, or the building department, and
shall be-consistentwith meet the specified standards required by the Ohio Fire Code and
Ohio Building Code, as amended.

(e) Food Vendors - Food vendors shall be licensed and inspected by the Kent City Health
Department. A list of all food vendors and their proposed food items must be submitted at
least fourteen days prior to the event, to be reviewed for licensing and health provisions.

(f) Health and Sanitation - The spenrser applicant of events of greater than three hours
duration shall meet the following guidelines:

(1) Temporarycomfortfacitities Portable restrooms (Port-a-potties) shall be provided in

a number sufficient for the anticipated crowd.

(2) The spensor applicant shall provide or make arrangements for hand washing and
sanitary provisions for all food providers in proximity to the area where food is to be sold.

(3) The sponsor applicant shall provide proper receptacles for the disposal of grease,
fat, and other cooking residue, if applicable.



(4) The applicant shall provide proper receptacles for the disposal of trash.

(g) Firstaid for events which last longer than three hours, the spenrser applicant shall
provide, or make arrangements to provide a first aid station to the satisfaction of the fire
chief or his/her designee.

(h) Hours - The sponsor applicant shall identify the intended hours of operation of the
special event, as well as the necessary hours for set-up and clean-up. Weekend events
shall be cleaned up in sufficient time to provide no impact on the next-following business
day in the affected area.

(i) Insurance -Spoensoers Applicants shall carry general liability and products/completed
operations insurance with policy limits of at least one million dollars ($1,000,000)
combined single limit coverage for each occurrence and in the aggregate. The insurance
shall specify coverage for all activities of the spenser applicant, as well as the activities of
their vendors and event providers, except where specific insurance certificates are
provided by the event providers or vendors. The City of Kent shall be named as an
Additional Insured on all policies of insurance. Proof of this insurance shall be provided to
the City Manager's office, and approved by the Law Director, prior to the finalissuance of
the special event permit. Said certificates must be delivered to the City Manager thirty (30)
days prior to the event shall require thirty (30) day cancellation notice. Additional insurance
which may be required, and if applicable, shall also meet the above requirements.
Examples of additional insurance shall include:

Tents--Liability insurance carried by the tent supptlier.

Portable restrooms--Liability insurance carried by the portable restroom supplier.
Mechanical rides--Liability insurance carried by the ride operator.

Liquor liability insurance--In situations in which alcoholic beverages are permitted.
Fireworks Displays---Liability insurance carried by the licensed fireworks display company.

If available, the insurance shall be issued by a State of Ohio admitted insurance carrier,
and if not available, it must be approved by the City Manager. All proof of insurance
required by this chapter shall be reviewed and approved by the Law Director prior to
issuance of the special event permit.

(j) Mechanical Rides — Sponsers Applicants shall submit a plan for proposed location of
mechanical rides at least fourteen days prior to the event. Location will be subject to
approval of the city engineering department based on possible impact on city
infrastructure. Mechanical ride operators shall provide only rides which have been



inspected and approved by the State of Ohio, and may be subject to furtherinspection by
city inspectors. State inspection certificates shall be available upon request. Mechanical
ride operators shall provide for all necessary equipment to protect the city’s streets and
facilities from damage, but any damage which may occur will be the responsibility of the
sponsor applicant to repair. Mechanical ride operators will be required to show proof of
insurance which further indemnifies the city.

(k) Neighborhood Approval - For events of greater than three hours, which are not a
continuation of events from previous years, the spensor applicant shall conduct a survey of
the residents and businesses in the affected area. The survey shall be in the form of a
petition requesting the issuance of a special event permit for a specific date and time and
bearing the signatures of affected residents of seventy percent or more of the affected area
and affirms by affidavit that each such signature is genuine and that of an affected resident
to the best of applicant's knowledge. Fereventswhichare-acontinuation-ofeventsfrom
previous-years;the The applicant shall provide with its special event permit application a
community impact pre-event information sheet which the applicant will disseminate to
residents and businesses in the affected area.

(m) Pavement Protection - Vendors whose activities create residue which may effect

affect the streets or sidewalks shall use sand and/or Stay-Dry to prevent damage. Failure to
do so which results in damage, or failure to properly clean the area after use will result in
costs assessed to the spensor applicant.

(n) Permits, Special - Special permits in addition to the general Special Event Permit may
be required as indicated elsewhere in these requirements. Examples include; liquor
permits, mechanical ride permits, fireworks permits, Fire Code permits. Others may be
applied as may be indicated by the nature of the event. All required permits must be
submitted at least fourteen days in advance of the special event.

(o) Security - Security requirements will be reviewed with the police department upon
application for the special event permit, but not later than fourteen days prior to the event.
A meeting may be held to determine the number of personnel required, the general duties,
special responsibilities, and security during non-active hours if the event lasts more than
one day. The final decision on necessary levels and types of security shall be based on a

of this chapter.



(p) Site Plan - Event applications must include a detailed site plan for the proposed
event, which clearly indicates the names of all street or areas that are part of the event
footprint, and includes the locations of: entrances and exits, food vendors, hand washing
facilities, portable restrooms, signage, trash receptacles (not including City trash
receptacles), tents, and vendors, at the time the special event permitis submitted. For
parades/races, applicants shall submit a map, which clearly indicates all streets or areas,
of the proposed route, at the time the special event permit is submitted.

(gq) Street Closures - Street closures are subject to council approval. A fee of fifty dollars
($50) per street closure will be due and payable to the City at such time as an application
for a permit is filed with the City. The Service Director will determine the amount and
location of barricades and cones required for street closures. The applicants may be
required to pick up and return the barricades and cones from the Street Department. A
deposit of ane hundred dollars ($100) wilt be due and payable to the City at such time as an
application for a permit is filed with the City. The depositis refundable at the discretion of
the City of Kent. Additional fees may be incurred should City staff be required to provide
services for the event during outside of normal business hours.

{p) (r) Trash and Recycling - The spensor applicant will be required to make
arrangements for necessary trash containers, recycling containers, and central dumping
point for the removal of all solid waste generated by the event. The spoenser applicant will
also make arrangements for the removal of all food preparation residue and waste
consistent with Health Department recommendations. A deposit of one hundred dotlars
($100) will be due and payable to the City at such time as an application for a permit s filed
with the City. The depositis refundable at the discretion of the City of Kent.

tery (s) Utility Services.

(1) Water can be made available from designated access points on North Water St.

between East Main St. and Portage St. meteredacecessviafirehydrantthroughoutthe

U vvalc Cl U Cl

(2) Electric service is available in the downtown area throtgh-a-centratacecesspanet

MainSt. The spenser applicant will be responsible to provide electrical connection lines te
thispanet, following guidelines available from the Beptity Service Director/Superintendent
of Engineering’s office.

(Ord. 2002-106. Passed 11-6-02.



fr) (t) Gambling - Gambling is prohibited in the area of a special event permitted by the
City. Lawful gambling, in the form of non-profit, charitable raffles, may be conducted. If in
doubt, itis recommended that the spensering-organization applicant check with
competent legal counsel on the legality of any proposed activity, and provide the city with
such opinion at least fourteen days prior to the event.

fs} (u) VendorAccess - Vendors within the permit area shall be regulated by the sponsor
applicant. Vendors not approved by the sponsor applicant shall not be permitted in the
permit area. This restriction shall not apply to vendors on private property.

) (v) Waivers, Sporting Events -

(1) Every participantin a "Special Event" sporting event shall be required to sign a
waiver of liability as to the City of Kent and the event spensoer applicant(s) for any injuries
they may receive as a result of participation in said sporting event. Minors who wish to
participate shall have their waiver(s) signed by their parent or guardian.

(2) The form of the waiver(s) shall be approved by the Law Director at least 15 days
before the date of the event. (Ord. 1999-22. Passed 2-3-99.)

{ey (w) Permit holders shall be responsible for fulfilling ASCAP (American Society of
Composers, Authors, and Publishers) requirements for any music played at a special
event, including but not limited to reporting requirements. In addition, the permit holder
shall be responsible for any costs charged to the city or the applicant by ASCAP for said
event.

(Ord. 2002-128. Passed 12-11-02.)

tw} (x) (1) Permit holders shall provide notice of a prohibition on animals at any special
event by including the following warning language within all signs, notices or advertising for
the event, and signs prominently posted at all entry points to the event area. Said warnings
shall read “No pets/animals are permitted within the Special Event area in violation of
Sections 585:26 505.21 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Kent”.

(2) This section shall not apply to animals owned by a public law enforcement agency
and being utilized for law enforcement purposes, or if the animal is a trained
service/assistance dog working for its owner.

(3) This section does not apply to animals the special event sporser applicant has
approved as a part of the special event as part of a ride, display or informational booth, and
has specifically identified in the permit application process with the City of Kent pursuant
to this Chapter.



(Ord. 2005-43. Passed 5-4-05.)

316.05 REVOCATION OF PERMIT.

(a) Any permit can be revoked by the City Manager or his/her designate, or if he/she is not
present, by the ranking police officer on duty upon the happening of any one or more of the
following events:

(1) Any expansion of the special event beyond the affected area regardless of whether
such expansion is known or approved by the permit holder;

(2) Any acts of vandalism, littering, disorderly conduct or criminal activity by any of the
participants in special event regardless of whether the perpetrators of such acts are
apprehended; or

(3) Any other acts or circumstances, lawful or unlawful which, in the opinion of the City
Manager or the ranking police officer on duty, create a substantial risk of injury to person or
property.

(b) If a permitis revoked the fact of such revocation shall be given to all participants and
persons in or near the affected area by announcing such fact over the public address
system of any marked police car or by any other manner reasonably calculated to effect
affect such notice. It shall not be necessary to give notice of revocation to the permit holder
exceptinsofar as such permit holder may be a participant in the special event.

316.06 GUIDELINES FOR MARCHES, DEMONSTRATIONS, ASSEMBLIES OR PICKETING.

(a) When marches, demonstrations, assemblies or picketing occur within the city rights-

(b) No city permit shall be required for marches, demonstrations, assemblies or
picketing, which do not take place on a street or highway within the city rights-of-way. No
city permit shall be required for marches, demonstrations, assemblies or picketing that
occur on a tree lawn or sidewalk, even though within the city rights-of-way. Notification of
such an event must be given either to the City Manager’s Office or the city police
department.



(c) The following guidelines must be followed:
(1) No unlawful activities shall take place during an event.

(2) Activities shall not take place upon private property without the property owner’s
consent.

(3) Pedestrians shall be provided safe passage within the area of the event, inincluding
access to any adjacent private property.

(4) Vehicular traffic shall not be blocked from legal ingress or egress to private property.

(5) Participants shall obey all traffic regulations, such as pedestrian walkways, traffic
signals, etc.

(6) Police shall be provided notice of the event if notice has not been given to the City
Manager’s Office, in order to provide for safety of the participants.

(d) Marches, demonstrations, assemblies or picketing may be ordered disbanded by the
City Manager, his/her designate, or if he/she is not present, by a duly authorized police
officer, if the event creates an imminent threat to the safety of the participants or other
citizens in the immediate area, or if the event is in substantial non-compliance with the
conditions in section(c) above.

(e) Failure to disperse when a proper order to do so has been lawfully issued may
subject participants to arrest for violation of Failure to Disperse, City Ordinance 509.02.

(f) No actions by City Officials in enforcement of this ordinance shall be undertaken with
a purpose to inhibit the exercise of freedom of speech.

(Ord. 2006-45. Passed 4-19-06.)



CHAPTER 744
Mobile Food Unit Regulations

EDITOR’S NOTE: By Ordinance 2022-054, passed April 20, 2022, Kent City Council hereby
authorizes an indefinite moratorium suspending the applicability of Ordinance No. 2022-
004 titled Chapter 744 “Mobile Food Unit Regulations” to enable a reasoned discussion
and consideration of desired amendments to that Ordinance. Any inspections by the
Health and Fire Department required under any other ordinances or state laws are in no
way affected by this moratorium.

744.01 Purpose.

744.02 Definitions; permit.

744.03 Scope of chapter.

744.04 Mobile food unit requirements.
744.05 Operation of mobile food units.
744.06 Non-compete.

744.07 City authorized special events.

744.08 Exemptions.

Enforcement.

744.10 Severability.

744.99 Penalty.

744.01 PURPOSE.

(a) The City of Kent recognizes and supports the vitality and activity that is created by
outdoor business activities within the City and the benefit that mobile food services bring
to the City and local businesses.

(b) The purpose of establishing these regulations is to create a pleasant and vibrant
environment for local businesses, visitors and residents, to provide an opportunity for
limited mobile food services operations at City and/or business or industrial properties, to



prevent the obstruction of pedestrian, bicycle and motor vehicle traffic, to ensure that
adequate efforts are made to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public by
requiring permits for mobile food units and to establish minimum requirements for the
permitting operation of such units as defined by the Ohio Fire Code.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
744.02 DEFINITIONS; PERMIT.

When used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms
shall have the following meanings:

(a) Mobile Food Unit shall mean any apparatus or equipment that is used to cook,
prepare or serve food, and that routinely changes or can change location and is operated
from a moveable vehicle, apparatus or other portable structure, including but not limited to
motorized vehicles, trailers, hand propelled carts and tents.

(b) Limited Use Permit. Approval may be had by permit issued by the City Manager’s
Office made by the property owner or occupant or occupant and an approved Mobile Food
Unit vendor. Limited Use Permits for Mobile Food Units shall limit permission to operate to
five (5) days each week at a business location. Applications for Limited Use Permits may be
made for periods of two (2) months at a time. Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Chapter, Kent residents/businesses that have a one-time food truck at their
home/business for a private party/catered event are not required to file for a permit and are
exempt from this chapter. Home Owner or occupant Associations and Condominium
Owner or occupant Associations using its’ own private property for Mobile Food Units for
the enjoyment of its members are likewise exempt from the provisions of this chapter.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
744.03 SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

The owner or occupant of a Mobile Food Unit, as defined by the Ohio Fire Code, may
submit an application, signed by the property owner or occupant or occupant authorizing
the use of the location, and obtain a Limited Use Permit from the City of Kent City
Manager’s Office prior to operating in the City of Kent. A Mobile Food Unit may not operate
on property within the City unless it has passed a Fire Department and Health Department
inspection and obtained a Limited Use Permit.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)



744.04 MOBILE FOOD UNIT REQUIREMENTS.

(a) Each Mobile Food Unit shall contact the Kent Fire and Health Departments to
schedule an inspection. Inspections shall be conducted at a cost of fifty dollars ($50.00)
for both inspections which will be valid for one year. Applicants should apply for a permit
not less than one week before operating. The City’s Fire and Health Departments will
approve or deny the application before the expiration of that week. If the permitis denied
applicant may file an appeal pursuant to Section 745.05 of the Kent Codified Ordinances.

(b) The Chief or designee of the Kent Fire Department will schedule the inspection of the
said Mobile Food Unit in conjunction with the Health Department, and conduct the
inspection pursuant to the Ohio Fire Code, Ohio Health Code and the Kent Codified
Ordinances.

(c) The application fee for a Limited Use Permit shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) forup to a
two (2) month permit to a maximum of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per year as long as
the permits are for the same location each time. All permits are valid for the dates and
months issued.

(d) Mobile Food Units are required to maintain the following certifications: Board of
Health approved license to sell food; documentation that the LP gas tank and piping
system (where applicable) has been inspected and tested in accordance with all required
standards within the last twelve (12) months; and proof of insurance. Additional required
documentation may include other certifications or federal, state or local licensure
depending on the type of operation being conducted. Documentation must be provided to
the Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief or designee at time of inspection.

(e) During the inspection, the owner or occupant or responsible party shall be present to
show, operate, explain and discuss the components of the Mobile Food Unit.

(f) Upon completion of the inspection, the owner or occupant or responsible party will
be issued a fire safety inspection report detailing the findings of the inspection.

(g) Afire safety inspection reportindicating Passing in all fields will be accompanied with
an inspection permit which will indicate that the Mobile Food Unit has been permitted and
inspected.

(h) Afire safety inspection report indicating Fire Code deficiencies will require the owner
or occupant or responsible party to take specific action or actions to bring their Mobile
Food Unit up to the specified standards required by the Ohio Fire Code and the Kent
Codified Ordinances. Upon completion of the actions or repairs to the Mobile Food Unit,
the owner or occupant or responsible party can then schedule a re-inspection with the Fire



Chief or designee to show compliance with the original inspection report deficiencies. A re-
inspection will require the payment of the full fee as was required for the firstinspection.

(i) Upon successful reinspection, the Mobile Food Unit will be issued a record of
inspection to indicate compliance of the Mobile Food Unit.

(j) On-site inspections may be performed by authorized Health and Fire Department
officials/members at their discretion any time the Mobile Food Unit is operating in Kent's
jurisdictional boundaries.

(k) The City reserves the right at all times to require a Mobile Food Unit to relocate to
alternate location or cease to operate as determined by the enforcement official if the
approved location needs to be used for emergency purposes or other public benefit orifin
the opinion of the enforcement officer the Mobile Food Unit presents a safety hazard to the
public.

() Mobile Food Units shall adhere to all applicable parking regulations for commercial
vehicles.

(m) Mobile Food Units shall display the Permit prominently during all times of operation.
(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)

744.05 OPERATION OF MOBILE FOOD UNITS.

(a) Operation Without Limited Use Permit. No Mobile Food Unit shall be operated
without a valid Mobile Food Unit Limited Use Permit issued pursuant to this Chapter.

(b) Unattended Vehicles Prohibited. No Mobile Food Vehicle shall be parked on the
street overnight, or left unattended or unsecured at any time food is kept in the Mobile Food

Unit. The owner or occupant or operator of any Mobile Food Unit found to be in violation of
this subsection may be charged with a violation of this chapter.

(c) A Mobile Food Unit may be located within any zoning district except Residential
Districts. A Mobile Food Unit found at an unauthorized location, or beyond the dates,
times, or hours permitted, shall be in violation of this section and may be subject to
enforcement under Section 744.99.

(d) Any property owner or occupant that permits a Mobile Food Unit to operate or park
on the property without permit shall be in violation of this section and to enforcement

(e) Mobile Food Units are prohibited from selling alcoholic beverages.



(f) Mobile Food Units may not operate within twenty-five (25) feet of a residential
property line.

(g) Mobile Food Units may operate or park for not longer than eight (8) hours at any given
time.

(h) Mobile Food Unit operators shall notify the Fire Department Fire Inspector’s Office
any time the location of the Mobile Food Unit is changed.

(i) Mobile Food Units may not operate, stop, stand or park in any area that impedes the
use of the right-of-way that is intended for use by vehicular travel or that in any way
impedes the use of the right-of-way or that present an unsafe condition for any patron,
pedestrians, or other vehicles EXCEPT during City authorized Special Events in which the
Mobil Food Unitis listed as a participating vendor on the approved Special Event Permit.

(i) Amplified music or other sounds from any Mobile Food Unit may not at any time
unreasonably disturb nearby residents, businesses, pedestrians or vehicles.

(k) Mobile Food Unit operators are responsible for all debris and oil stains within twelve
(12) feet of the Mobile Food Unit through their own trash disposal contract. Mobile Food
Unit operators shall not use City trash receptacles. Wastewater shall not be deposited in
City sewers or poured out at the site.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
774066 744.06 NON-COMPETE.

No Mobile Food Unit shall set up operations within fifty (50) feet of an existing entrance of
a business that sells food. This provision shall not apply to City Authorized Special Events
in which the Mobil Food Unit is listed as a participating vendor on the approved Special
Event Permit.

If the owner of a Mobile Food Unit has the written permission of any businesses that sell
food to operate within the above fifty (50) foot exemption then this Section will not apply.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
744.07 CITY AUTHORIZED SPECIAL EVENTS.

Special Event sponsors who have been authorized by the City to use the City’s right-of
way for such Special Event shall ensure that all participating vendors listed on the
approved Special Event Permit tavitec-to-the-SpeeiatEvent have complied with the
provisions of this Chapter. Any use of City Parks shall be authorized by the Parks and
Recreation Director prior to the Mobile Food Unit operator applying for a permit.



During City Authorized Special Events, Sections 77465 744.05 (e), (g) and 774:66 744.06
shall not apply. (Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)

744.08 EXEMPTIONS.

The following persons shall be exempt from the licensing procedures outlined in this
Chapter:

(a) Any person soliciting or peddling anything which such person has personally
manufactured or produced.

(b) Any farmer, poultry man or horticulturist, who is a person, who is soliciting or
peddling his own product, but who has not bought goods for resale to sell along with his
own product.

(c) Any person, eighteen (18) or over soliciting for personal services to be performed by
the person so soliciting.

(d) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the peddling or soliciting of ice, milk,
cream, ice cream, butter, eggs, cottage cheese or any dairy products.

(e) Alemonade stand onthe premises of a private home and operated by children under
the age of twelve (12).

(f) Kentresidents that have a one-time food truck at their home for a private
party/catered event.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
744.09 ENFORCEMENT.

(a) Enforcement. The provisions of this chapter may be enforced by the Kent Police
Department, Fire Department, or Health Department.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)
744.10 SEVERABILITY.

Should any provision of this chapter be held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction,
then such provision shall be considered separate and apart from the remaining provisions,
which shall remain in full force and effect.

(Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)



744.99 PENALTY.

(a) Any first violation of any provision of the chapter (unless otherwise specified), is a
minor misdemeanor. A second and additional violation of a provision of this chapter within
a two (2) year period in a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(b) Any person found vending without a license will be asked to cease said behavior.
Failure to cease vending after a request to do so by a City official is a misdemeanor of the
third degree. (Ord. 2022-004. Passed 1-19-22.)

Disclaimer: This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site
may not reflect the most current legislation adopted by the Municipality. American Legal
Publishing provides these documents for informational purposes only. These documents
should not be relied upon as the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the
formatting and pagination of the posted documents varies from the formatting and
pagination of the official copy. The official printed copy of a Code of Ordinances should be
consulted prior to any action being taken. For further information regarding the official
version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, please
contact the Municipality directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-
5588.

Hosted by: American Legal Publishing
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CITY OF KENT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING
MEMO
TO: Dave Ruller
Kathy Coleman
FROM: Jim Bowling 9“5
DATE: November 19, 2024
RE: Vine Street Parking Ordinances Changes

The Traffic Engineering & Safety (TE&S) committee met to discuss a requested on-street
parking ordinance change. The residents of Vine Street from Bowman Drive south to the end of
the street submitted a petition to allow for on-street parking on one side of Vine Street. The
petition included all the properties in this area and had over 81% in support, 19% with no
response and none in opposition of the requested change. The TE&S committee reviewed this
request and had no objections to this request with on-street parking being permitted on the east
side of Vine Street. Therefore, we are requesting to revise the codified ordinances to reflect the
following changes:

Original Language:

VINE ST  NO PARKING EAST SIDE, NO PARKING WEST SIDE FROM SCHOOL ST
TO SUMMIT ST WEEKDAYS 8 AM-4 PM, NO PARKING RESTRICTIONS WEST SIDE
FROM SCHOOL ST TO SUMMIT ST ALL OTHER TIMES, NO PARKING ON BOTH
SIDES FROM E. SCHOOL SOUTH TO END OF STREET

Revised Language:

VINE ST  NO PARKING RESTRICTIONS EAST SIDE FROM END OF STREET NORTH
TO BOWMAN DR, NO PARKING EAST SIDE FROM BOWMAN DR TO SUMMIT ST, NO
PARKING WEST SIDE FROM SCHOOL ST TO SUMMIT ST WEEKDAYS 8 AM-4 PM, NO
PARKING RESTRICTIONS WEST SIDE FROM SCHOOL ST TO SUMMIT ST ALL OTHER
TIMES, NO PARKING ON WEST SIDE FROM E. SCHOOL SOUTH TO END OF STREET

C: Melanie Baker
Hope Jones
Nick Shearer
Jamie Samels
Bridget Susel
Jon Giaquinto
Sandy Lance

K:\Engineering\Address-&-Street-Files\VINE_STREET\000-Roadway\KCC Memo_Parking Changes_11_2024.doc




CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DATE: November 20, 2024

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager

FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director
RE: Amendments to Chapter 358: Parking Meters

In 2014, Council approved the return of parking meters to the downtown as part of the
much larger downtown redevelopment project that was undertaken to revitalize the
City's central business district and promote greater economic development. Meters
were re-introduced primarily to keep the on-street downtown parking spaces rotating
for patrons visiting the new and existing businesses downtown, rather than as a means
of penalizing for parking violations.

Since the pandemic, many of the City's small businesses have reported concerns about a
lack of foot traffic into their various establishments. Coupled with this concern, is an
increase in recent months in the number of complaints being submitted to City staff
regarding two different meter related issues, specifically:

1. Meter parking citations issued when a patron cannot read an LCD screen
because of weather conditions (i.e. condensation in cold/rain); and

2. Instances where a person purchased 2 hours of time at a meter, but then pulls out
of the parking space and there is still time left on the 2-hours purchased, but
because of the maximum 2-hour parking regulation, the meter will not allow
time to be added until the full two-hour previously purchased has expired.

In order to identify a possible approach to mitigating concerns raised regarding the
second issue listed above, the meters' programming was temporarily adjusted to allow
a 30-minute expansion of time on the payment period to see if it would assist with
addressing the system limitation inherent in the meters' programming that causes this
issue. The temporary adjustment was successful in reducing the complaints associated
with not being able to add time to the parking meters, so the administration is
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recommending a proposed amendment to Chapter 358 to increase the allowed parking
time from its current two (2) hours to three (3) hours for all metered parking spaces.

The administration is also recommending a second proposed amendment to address the
tirst issue that will specify that during increment weather or when outside conditions
generate issues that make it difficult to adequately read the meter screens (i.e.
condensation, ice, snow), the Compliance Officer(s) can exercise discretion and not issue
a citation at a meter until such time the outdoor weather conditions improve and the
LCD screens on the meters are readable.

Since amendments to Chapter 358 are being proposed, a third amendment is being
presented for Council’s consideration regarding the payment for charging time at the
two dual-port “electrical vehicle charging stations (EVCS)” to be installed at the new
city hall. Since these will be the first EVCS under the purview of the City, an
amendment is needed to the Kent Codified Ordinances (KCO) to establish the
requirement for payment and time limits on use at the charging stations to ensure
regulations are enacted prior to the charging stations becoming operational.

I am respectfully requesting time at the December 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting
to discuss the proposed amendments to Chapter 358 in greater detail and to request
Council authorization, with emergency, to adopt the proposed amendments to Chapter
358.

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda, please
let me know.

Thank you.

Attachments

Cc:  Nick Shearer, Police Chief
Kathy Coleman, Interim Clerk of Council
Melanie Baker, Service Director
Julie Morris, Sustainability Coordinator



Blue Text: New language

Red Text: Stricken

358.01 DEFINITIONS.

As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the meanings indicated:

a)
b)

©)
d)

"Parking meter" means a pay-operated automatic or mechanical meter placed or erected
for the regulation of parking.

"Parking meter space" means a space within a parking meter zone, adjacent to a parking
meter and designated for the parking of a single vehicle, by lines painted or otherwise
marked on the curb or on the parking surface.

"Parking meter zone" means that portion of a street or other public area on which the
parking of vehicles is regulated by parking meters.

“Electric vehicle charging station” or “EVCS” means a public parking space that is
served by battery charging station equipment for the purpose of transferring
electrical energy (by conductive or inductive means) to a battery or other energy
storage device within an electrical vehicle.

358.06 PARKING TIME LIMITS.

a)

b)

Parking or standing a vehicle in a designated meter space within the parking meter zones,
as established by Section 358.02, shall be no more than twe—2) three (3) hours upon the
deposit of the proper payment required for legal parking time, and in sufficient amount so
as to prevent any vehicle so parked from being parked overtime in such space, as such time
and amount are disclosed on the meter installed for the control of each such space.
Parking meters shall be operated in such parking meter zones every day between the hours
of 8:00-a-m. 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. except Saturdays, Sundays, holidays and other days
designated by the mayor as parking holidays. Holiday includes the following days: New
Year's Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas
Day and Good Friday. If any of such days falls on the first day of the week, known as
Sunday, the next succeeding business day shall be considered a holiday.

358.11 ENFORCEMENT; CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.

a)

b)

It shall be the duty of the Police Department to enforce the provisions of this chapter. The
Police Chief, with approval from the Safety Director, may hire civilian employees of the
City to enforce all of the parking provisions in the City of Kent's Codified Ordinances.
During periods of inclement weather when outdoor conditions reduce visibility of a
meter interface screen because of condensation, mist, snow, ice, or any other weather
induced condition, the Police Department Compliance Officer(s) can exercise
discretion and not issue a citation at a meter until such time outside weather
conditions improve and the meter screen is readable.


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/kent/latest/kent_oh/0-0-0-18389#JD_358.02

358.16 ELECTRICAL VEHICLE CHARGING STATION (EVCS) PARKING

a)

b)

c)

d)

If a charging station has more than one (1) port, each port shall count as a separate
EVCS.

Each parking space designated for an EVCS shall be clearly identified as reserved for
electric vehicle charging only.

Parking or standing a vehicle in a designated EVCS space shall be for no more than
four (4) hours and the vehicle must be actively charging while parked.

The fee and method of payment for use of the EVCS will be in accordance with the
manufacturer’s specifications and/or recommendations.

EVCS shall be installed and operated in accordance with the manufacturer’s
specifications and in compliance with all electric code requirements listed in the Ohio
Revised Code (ORC), as amended.

Emergency shutoff devices or electrical disconnects shall be installed in an approved
location accessible to patrons, but not less than 20 feet from the EVCS and clearly
identified as “Emergency Electrical Vehicle Charging System Shutoff.”
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