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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

  CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

 
DATE:  August 27, 2024 
 
TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
 
RE:  Rental Licensing and Civil Offense KCO Amendments 
 
 
The City of Kent has been involved in several court cases associated with the rental licensing program 
administered by the Community Development Department.  The Portage County Court of Common 
Pleas issued an “Agreed Judgment Entry” in November 2023 (Case No. 2022CV00576) that found the 
City’s rental licensing inspection program constitutional but determined the City’s practice of 
certifying excessive unpaid civil offense fines onto the property owner’s tax duplicate, when a landlord 
does not comply with the program, as unconstitutional. 
 
The City still has the right to utilize other legal means to ensure compliance, including but not limited 
to securing an administrative warrant and/or injunctive relief.  In order to ensure these other legal 
procedures are clearly delineated and to clarify other language associated with the civil enforcement of 
the rental licensing program, the Law and Community Development Departments developed the 
attached proposed amendments to the relevant KCO chapters.
 
I am respectfully requesting time at the September 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting to discuss the 
attached in greater detail and to request Council authorization, with emergency, of the proposed 
amendments.  

If you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda, please let me know.
 
Thank you. 
 
Attachment 
 

Cc: Hope Jones, Law Director 
 Eric Fink, Assistant law Director 
 Joan Seidel, Health Commissioner 

Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council
Rental Licensing Inspectors (CD & Health Depts.)
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1367.98 VIOLATION OF "NOTICE TO TENANTS;" REQUIREMENT IN 1367.02. 

Any owner or operator of a residential rental unit in violation of the standards set forth in 
Section 1367.02 shall be subject to a civil offense in accordance with Section 501.13 of the 
Codified Ordinances, including the right to notice, the right to answer a charge, the right to 
appeal, the amount of the fine, and the City's right to have the fine increase, but NOT 
including the right to a warning under Section 501.13(c) of the Codified Ordinances. Issuing 
a Notice of Civil Offense does not limit the City of Kent from pursuing any other additional 
legal remedies not prohibited by ordinance, including but not limited to seeking an 
administrative warrant and injunctive relief. 

(Ord. 2016-40. Passed 4-20-16.) 

1367.99 VIOLATING A MINIMUM STANDARD SET FORTH IN CHAPTER 1367.

Any owner or operator of a residential rental unit in violation of the standards set forth in 
Chapter 1367 other than Section 1367.02 shall be subject to a civil offense in accordance 
with Section 501.13 of the Codified Ordinances, including the right to notice, the right to 
answer a charge, the right to appeal, the amount of the fine, and the City’s right to have the 
fine increase. Issuing a Notice of Civil Offense does not limit the City of Kent from pursuing 
any other additional legal remedies not prohibited by ordinance, including but not limited o 
seeking an administrative warrant and injunctive relief.

(Ord. 2019-90. Passed 8-21-19.)

 

501.13 CIVIL OFFENSES.

(a) Civil Offenses: A property owner who violates a standard of conduct set forth in a 
section or chapter of the Kent Codified Ordinances listed in Section 501.13 (b) is liable for 
the civil offense fine specified in Section 501.13 (m). Neither the City of Kent, the State of 
Ohio, the United States Government, nor any other political subdivision, is liable for a civil 
fine imposed pursuant to this Chapter. 

(b)   Qualifying Civil Offenses: A property owner who violates a standard of conduct set 
forth in Sections 505.22 , 521.13 ; 521.15 ; 521.16 ; any part of Chapter 551 ; any Section 
of Part 11 of the City of Kent Zoning and Planning Code; any Section of Part 13 of the City of 
Kent Building Code; and/or any Section of Part 14 of the City of Kent Property Maintenance, 
Housing and Enforcement Code shall be deemed an offending property owner and is liable 
for the civil offenses specified in Section 501.13 (m n).

(Ord. 2018-117. Passed 10-17-18.)
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(c) Procedures for violations of Section 521.13; any Section of Part 11 of the City of 
Kent Zoning and Planning Code; any Section of Part 13 of the City of Kent Building Code; 
and/or any Section of Part 14 of the City of Kent Property Maintenance, Housing and 
Enforcement Code except Section 1414:

(1)   Unless otherwise exempted by Section 501, prior to issuing a Notice of Civil Offense, 
the City officer or employee charged with enforcement of the Kent Codified Ordinances who 
observes a violation of Section 521.13; any Section of Part 11 of the City of Kent Zoning and 
Planning Code; any Section of Part 13 of the City of Kent Building Code (except 1367.02);
and/or any Section of Part 14 of the City of Kent Property Maintenance, Housing and 
Enforcement Code (except Section 1414), shall provide the offending property owner with a 
warning.

(NOTE:  no amendments to any sections between 501.13(c) and (g) so not copied here) 

(g) Answering a Notice of Civil Offense and Hearing for a Civil Offense:  
(1)   An offending property owner served with a Notice of Civil Offense charging a civil 

offense may file a written answer admitting the civil offense. The answer may be delivered in 
person or mailed to the City of Kent Community Development Department and must be 
received by the City within ten (10) days from the date of the notice. 

(a)   Payment of the civil offense fine specified in the notice shall be deemed an 
admission of the violation by the offending property owner;

(b)   An answer with a full payment admitting that the offending property owner violated 
an ordinance with proof of correction shall be evaluated by the Director of Community 
Development to determine whether the correction was made within the first forty-eight (48) 
hours of receiving the Notice of Civil Offense. If the correction was made within the first 
forty-eight (48) hours, the offending property owner will be eligible for a refund of fifty percent 
(50%) which will be issued within thirty (30) business days of the Director of Community 
Development's decision. 

(c)   An offending property owner who fails to respond within the ten (10) days shall be 
deemed in default and an admission to the offense by the offending property owner. An 
offending property owner subject to a civil fine entered after default may request to have the 
default set aside. A hearing officer may set aside a default on a showing that the offending 
property owner had no actual knowledge of the Notice of Civil Offense and civil fine or that 
the default should be excused in the interest of justice. 

(2)   An offending property owner served with a Notice of Civil Offense may file a written 
response to the notice which shall be delivered in person or mailed to the City of Kent 
Community Development Department and must be received by the City of Kent Community 
Development Department within ten (10) days from the date of the notice. 

(a)   If the written response filed by the offending property owner denies the violation(s) 
listed in the Notice of Civil Offense, the offending party must submit a request for a hearing 
or the civil offense remains in effect.
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(b) If the offending property owner has taken an administrative appeal authorized by 
the Kent Codified Ordinances from an order on which the offense was based, the offending 
property owner may request that the time for answering the Notice of Civil Offense be 
continued until the appeal has been finally resolved.

Hearings for Civil Offenses:
(3)   An offending property owner who denies the commission of a civil offense may 

request a hearing before a hearing officer. The request shall be filed with the Community 
Development Office for the City of Kent which shall set a date for the hearing and notify the 
offending property owner, in writing, of the date, time and location of the hearing. The 
hearing may be informal, but all testimony shall be under oath. The hearing officer shall be 
appointed by the Director of Community Development.

(4)   All hearings shall be scheduled within ten (10) days and will be held within fifteen (15) 
days from the date the request for a hearing is filed. Any hearing date may be modified if such 
modification is agreed to by the offending property owner, by the City officer or employee 
who issued the charge and by the hearing officer, or if such modification is necessary in the 
interest of justice.

(5)   The hearing officer shall enter into the record of the proceedings the notice of the civil 
offense and civil fine, the filing of or failure to file an answer, the substance of the answer, a 
finding of liability, the civil fine due, payments, delinquency and collection charges, and 
other relevant information. 

(6)   The hearing officer shall issue a decision and make findings of fact from the record 
and conclusions of law in support of the decision within ten (10) days from close of the 
hearing. The findings and conclusions shall demonstrate that the decision is consistent with 
applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and the interest of justice. Any unpaid civil fine is 
due and must be paid within ten (10) days after the date of the hearing officer's decision.

(7)   If the offending property owner has taken an administrative appeal authorized by the 
Kent Codified Ordinances from an order on which the offense was based, the hearing officer 
must extend the time for answering the Notice of Civil Offense until the appeal has been 
finally resolved.

(NOTE:  no amendments to any sections between 501.13(g) and (m) so not copied here)

(m) Fines:

(1)   The initial civil offense fine is $100. This amount is due within ten (10) days of the 
offending property owner being personally or constructively served with a Notice of Civil 
Offense. 

(2)   A second civil offense, for the same offense with the same offending property owner 
within two (2) years, fine is $200. 

(3)   A third or greater civil offense for the same offense with the same offending property 
owner within two (2) years is $300.
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(4) Unless within ten (10) days of the offending property owner being personally or 
constructively served with a Notice of Civil Offense the fine is paid or an answer is filed, the 
civil offense fine shall automatically double on the eleventh day.

(5) In accordance with Section 501.13 (g)(2)(a), if an individual requests a hearing and 
fails to attend, the civil offense fine shall automatically double. 

(6) The applicable civil offense fine shall be reduced by fifty percent (50%) if the person 
documents that the violation has been corrected within forty-eight (48) hours of the notice 
being posted. 

      (7)   If the fine is sent for collection, the applicable civil offense fine shall be doubled 
again plus any additional costs incurred by the City. 

      (8)   If after twenty (20) days the violation has still not been corrected, the City may hire 
someone to remove the nuisance, and the actual costs incurred by the City shall be added 
to the fine. 

      (9)   Any costs incurred by the City of Kent to abate a violation shall be assessed against 
the offending property owner. This amount shall not be subject to doubling. 

      (10)   Each day a property is in violation constitutes a separate offense and may be 
subject to a separate civil offense fine. 

      (11)   The Community Development Director shall have the right to reduce a civil offense 
fine if justice so requires based upon seriousness of the offense, the level of cooperation 
from the offending property owner, and/or the offending property owner's previous history 
of compliance. 

(Ord. 2016-07. Passed 1-20-16.)
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

  CITY OF KENT, OHIO 

DATE:  August 26, 2024 
 
TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 
FROM: Bridget Susel, Community Development Director 
 
RE:  252 N. Water Street: Exterior Façade Design Recommendation 
 
 
The update to the Design Guidelines was adopted on December 20, 2023 and the Design Guidelines 
became recommendations only for development and sign projects occurring within the 
“Downtown/West River Overlay District”(Overlay District).   
 
The City sold the property located at 252 N. Water Street on July 23, 2024 to Militello, LLC, and the 
new owners plan to redevelop the building as an Italian restaurant that will be called Maddalena’s.   
The building is located within the Overlay District and Section 1104.01(C) of the Zoning Code requires 
that exterior façade alterations in the Overlay District be considered by the Architectural Review Board 
(ARB) for a Certificate of Appropriateness even though the updated Design Guidelines are now 
recommendations only.  The ARB currently is not an active board, so it does not have a quorum to vote 
on a recommendation, so a recommendation is needed from Kent City Council.   
 
Attached is a photo of the current façade and a rendering of the proposed exterior façade alterations for 
Maddalena’s, which will include:
 

1. Replacement of one window and altering the existing second window space to the north in order 
to create two new windows, one of which will serve as a pick-up window at the street level (total 
of 3 windows once complete);

2. Installation of transom windows along the entire front façade above the doorway and windows;
3. Replacement of door to the south and removal and closure of second door space to the north with 

a street level wall panel;
4. Installation of a black awning along the entire front façade.  Awning will display the name of the 

restaurant.  The proposed awning and sign comply with current Zoning Code regulations; 
5. Installation of a covered deck and fencing with ingress/egress gate to the street on the building’s 

east and north elevations; 
6. Restoration of damaged brick and painting of the building in a gray hue. 

  
The proposed exterior façade design alterations are aligned with the recommendations in the current 
Design Guidelines authorized in December 2023. 
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I am respectfully requesting time at the September 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting to discuss the
proposed exterior façade renovations in greater detail and to request a recommendation from Council on 
the exterior façade for the property located at 252 N. Water Street.
 
 
If you need any additional information to add this item to the agenda, please let me know.
 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 
 
Cc: Hope Jones, Law Director 
 Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council
 CD Department Planning & Zoning staff
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

CITY OF KENT, OHIO

DATE: August 26, 2024

TO: Dave Ruller, City Manager
 
FROM:  Bridget Susel, Community Development Director
 
RE:  TREX Agreement:  Beware of the Leopard, LLC
 

In May of  2013, Council authorized a development agreement with Secret Cellar LLC, to authorize 
the transfer of a TREX liquor license into the City of Kent for operations in the basement space at 
176 E. Main Street.  The transferred liquor license was designated for the Secret Cellar, LLC.  In 
2016, the Secret Cellar sold its business to another business, known as the Franklin Hotel Bar, and 
the TREX license was utilized by the new business from 2016 until operations ceased in 2020.  
Another business received Council authorization for a TREX license in 2022, but for legal reasons 
outside of the City’s purview, the business did not remain open. 
 
Acorn At Kent, LLC, the owner of the property, has been in discussions with a new business owner, 
Beware of the Leopard, LLC, to enter into a lease for the currently vacant space.  
 
Beware of the Leopard, LLC, in partnership with the property owner, Acorn At Kent, LLC, will 
assume the fixed leasehold improvement assets from the Franklin Hotel Bar, which will ensure that 
the investment that was considered for the initial TREX request, will remain in place.  The new 
partners anticipate additional investment in the property to complete some minor modifications and 
establish needed inventory before opening the new business to the public.   
 
I am respectfully requesting time at the September 4, 2024 Council Committee meeting to discuss 
this matter in greater detail with members of Council and to ask for authorization, with emergency, 
for the City to enter into a Development Agreement with Beware of the Leopard, LLC in support of 
the repurposing of the currently vacant commercial space. 

Please let me know if you need any additional information in order to add this item to the agenda. 

Thank you.

Attachment

Cc: Hope Jones, Law Director 
Amy Wilkens, Clerk of Council
Eric Helmstedter, Economic Development Director
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DRAFT 8-26-24 

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

THIS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is made and entered into this 
____ day of ______________, 2024, by and between the CITY OF KENT, OHIO, a municipal 
corporation duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the constitution and laws of the 
State of Ohio and a duly adopted Charter (hereinafter referred to as the “City”), and Beware of the 
Leopard, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company (hereinafter referred to as the “Redeveloper”).

W I T N E S S E T H:

WHEREAS, the City has been active in the redevelopment and clearance of 
underdeveloped, blighted, and deteriorated areas in the City, and in this connection implemented  
the Downtown Urban Renewal Plan dated January 2001 (the “Urban Renewal Plan”); and

WHEREAS, Acorn At Kent, LLC currently owns the previously redeveloped property
located at 176 East Main Street, Kent, Ohio (the “Property”) which is an approximately 3,046
square foot retail/commercial space located in the basement, such improvements hereinafter 
referred to as the “Private Improvements;” and

WHEREAS, Acorn At Kent, LLC, as the owner of the Private Improvements, intends to 
enter into a lease with the Redeveloper for 176 East Main Street and the Redeveloper intends to 
use the space as a wine/beer jazz club bar; and 

WHEREAS, the City believes that the redevelopment of the Property with the Private 
Improvements, pursuant to this Agreement and the fulfillment generally of this Agreement, are in 
the best interests of the City and its residents, and are necessary to provide for the productive 
development and reuse of property, to provide for the creation of jobs and employment 
opportunities, and to improve the economic and general welfare of the residents of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is in the best interests of the City and its 
citizens to aid the Redeveloper in its repurposing of the Private Improvements; and

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper needs to acquire liquor licenses in order to sell wine, beer 
and spirituous liquor at said location – specifically, D-1, D-2, D-3, D-3A, and D-6 licenses, using 
the TREX liquor license provisions of Ohio Revised Code § 4303.29. 

WHEREAS, the Redeveloper’s use of the Private Improvements is dependent upon the
City agreeing to accept a transfer of a liquor license from another location in the State to the City 
(TREX license); and 

WHEREAS, the City has previously acknowledged that the Private Improvements at 176
East Main Street, Kent, Ohio is at a minimum amount of $175.00 per square foot for the 
completion of the build out of the space, the provided fixtures, a liquor license, inventory and 
supplies for the wine/beer jazz club bar; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Ohio Revised Code § 4303.29, the City of Kent 
will only agree to execute this agreement and approve the TREX liquor license, if its approval is 
required before Redeveloper may transfer the liquor license referred to above to another location 
and/or to another owner, whether at the same location or another location; and 

WHEREAS, the Kent City Council considered the following criteria prior to consenting to 
entering into this Agreement: 

a) The financial strength of the Redeveloper; and 

 b) The amount of monies previously invested into 176 East Main Street, Kent, 
Ohio; and 

c) The amount of square foot space being repurposed by the Redeveloper; and

 d) The character of the principals of Beware of the Leopard, LLC; and

 e) That it is D-1, D-2, D-3, D-3A, and D-6 licenses being requested. 

WHEREAS, the Kent City Council authorized a TREX liquor license transfer policy based 
upon items listed above; and 

WHEREAS, both parties acknowledge that the additions of new venues open for the sale of 
alcoholic beverages within the City, may cause additional work for the staffs of the Kent City 
Police Department and Fire Department.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and covenants contained herein, the 
City and the Redeveloper agree as follows:

Section 1.      Redevelopment of the Property.

(a) The Redeveloper agrees to repurpose the Private Improvements thereon 
consistent with all Federal, State and local laws.

The Redeveloper shall commence the Private Improvements when it is ready to do so and 
has the necessary approvals from the City. 

All of the redevelopment on the Property shall be made in accordance with the 
Redeveloper’s approved Project Plans. 

The City and the Redeveloper each shall proceed in good faith and diligently, and in 
cooperation with the other, to carry out its activities necessary to meet the conditions of the 
Commencement Date.   

The Redeveloper shall give notice to the City within ten (10) days of the occurrence of the 
Commencement Date.  If the Commencement Date has not occurred by the 180 day anniversary of 
the execution of this Agreement by both the City and the Redeveloper, this Agreement shall 
terminate, unless that date is further extended in writing by the City and the Redeveloper.  Any 
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such extension must be approved by City Council.  If this Agreement terminates because the 
Commencement Date has not occurred within the permitted period, neither the City nor the 
Redeveloper shall be deemed to have defaulted hereunder and the sole remedy of the City and the 
Redeveloper is the termination or extension of this Agreement. 

Section 2.     Redevelopers Responsibilities.

In exchange for the approval of the transfer of the liquor license into the City by the City 
Council, described in Section 3 of this Agreement, the City shall permit the Redeveloper to use the 
property for a wine/beer jazz club bar.  The Redeveloper shall: 

a) Repurpose the space at 176 East Main Street, which the City acknowledges has 
Private Improvements valued at a minimum of $175.00 per square foot, which 
monies may include leasehold improvements, in the space consisting of 
approximately 3,046 square feet. 

b) Continually follow and obey all local, state and federal laws in the redevelopment 
of the property and in the operation of the wine bar. 

c) Receive the written permission of the City of Kent Council to transfer said license 
to a new location and/or to a new owner at the same or different location. 

Section 3.     Responsibilities of the City. 

a) The City, in exchange for the Redeveloper performing the requirements listed in 
Section 2, above, shall conditionally approve the transfer of a liquor license into the 
City of Kent pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 4303.29, in the name of the 
Redeveloper, for location at 176 East Main Street, Kent, Portage County, Ohio. 

b) The City, upon written request from the Redeveloper, shall review any proposal to 
relocate the said liquor license to a different location within the City of Kent, or to 
transfer said liquor license to a different owner at the same or different location 
within the City of Kent.  The City shall approve the transfer and/or relocation of the 
license within the City, if the City Council, after reviewing the following criteria, to 
see if the new owner will provide some or all of the following: 

i) The financial strength of the proposed new owner is adequate to complete 
the new redevelopment criteria; and

ii) The amount of monies, if any, being invested into the new location in Kent, 
Ohio meet or exceed those expended by this Redeveloper; and

 iii) The amount of square foot space being redeveloped by the new owner; and 

 vi) The character of the person or people constituting the new owner shall be 
upstanding; and
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 v) That it will sell wine, beer and spirituous liquor at said location – 
specifically, D-1, D-2, D-3, D-3A, and D-6 licenses are being transferred.

Said consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

Section 4.     Assignment or Sale of Liquor License. 

The liquor license in question may only be transferred by the Redeveloper with the consent 
of the City as outlined in Section 3. 

Section 5.     Remedies. 

(a)     General.  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, in the event of any default 
in or breach of this Agreement, or any of its terms or conditions, by the Redeveloper, or any 
successor, the City may, upon written notice to the Redeveloper proceed to revoke the approval of 
the transfer of the liquor license into the Kent City limits within thirty (30) days after receipt of 
such notice.  In case such action is taken by the City and the default or breach is not diligently 
pursued by the Redeveloper to cure the default or breach within a reasonable time, the City may 
institute such proceedings as may be necessary or desirable in its opinion to cure and remedy such 
default or breach, including, but not limited to, proceedings to compel specific performance by the 
party in default or breach of its obligations; or to revoke the approval of the transfer of the liquor 
license into the City, mandating the closing of the wine bar and the relocation of the liquor license 
to a location outside of the City limits. 

(b)     Force Majeure.  Neither the City nor the Redeveloper shall be considered in default 
in its obligations to be performed hereunder, other than for the payment of money, if delay in the 
performance of such obligations is due to causes beyond its reasonable control and without its fault 
or negligence, including but not limited to, acts of God or of the public enemy, acts of the federal 
or State government, acts or delays of the other party, fires, floods, unusually severe weather, 
epidemics, freight embargoes, unavailability of materials, strikes or delays of contractors, 
subcontractors or materialmen due to any of such causes, or other events beyond the reasonable 
control of a party and without its fault or negligence; it being the purpose and intent of this 
paragraph that in the event of the occurrence of any such enforced delay, the time or times for 
performance of such obligations shall be extended for the period of the enforced delay; provided, 
however, that the party seeking the benefit of the  provisions of this paragraph shall within 30 days 
after the beginning of such enforced delay, notify the other party in writing thereof and of the cause 
thereof and of the duration thereof or, if a continuing delay and cause, the estimated duration 
thereof, and if the delay is continuing on the date of notification, within 30 days after the end of the 
delay, notify the other party in writing of the duration of the delay. 

Section 6.     Conflict of Interest; City’s Representatives not Individually Liable. 

No member, official or employee of the City shall have any personal interest, direct or 
indirect, in this Agreement, nor shall any such member, official or employee participate in any 
decision relating to this Agreement which affects his/her personal interests or the interests of any 
corporation, partnership, or association in which he is, directly or indirectly, interested.  No 
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member, official or employee of the City shall be personally liable to the Redeveloper or any 
successor in interest, in the event of any default or breach by the City or for any amount which may 
become due to the Redeveloper or successor or on any obligations under the terms of this 
Agreement.

Section 7.     Notice. 

(a)     A notice, demand, or other communication under this Agreement by either the City or 
the Redeveloper to the other shall be sufficiently given or delivered if it is dispatched by registered 
or certified mail, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, or delivered personally, and  

(i) in the case of the Redeveloper is addressed to or delivered 
personally to the Redeveloper at: 

Beware of the Leopard, LLC. 
133 N. Pearl Street
Kent, Ohio  44240 
ATTENTION: Derek Salustro

(ii) in the case of the City, is addressed to or delivered personally 
to the City at:

City Manager
301 S. Depeyster Street
Kent, Ohio  44240 

with a copy to the Law Director at 320 S. Depeyster Street, Kent Ohio. 

or at such other address with respect to either the City or the Redeveloper may from time to time, 
designate in writing and forward to the other as provided in this Section. 

Section 8.     Counterparts. 

This Agreement may be signed in several counterparts, each of which shall be an original 
but all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument. 

Section 9.     Jurisdiction. 

The parties hereto irrevocably (a) agree that any suit, action or other legal proceeding 
arising out of or relating to this Agreement may be brought in a court of record in Portage County, 
Ohio or in the courts of the United States of America located in such state or commonwealth. 

Section 10.     Captions. 

The captions to the section of this Agreement are for convenience only and shall not be 
deemed part of the text of the respective sections and shall not vary, by implication or otherwise, 
any of the provisions of this Agreement. 
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Section 11.     Severability. 

The parties hereto intend and believe that each provision of this Agreement comports with 
all applicable local, state and federal laws and judicial decisions.  However, if any provision or any 
portion of any provision contained in this Agreement is held by a court of law to be invalid, illegal, 
unlawful, void or unenforceable as written in any respect, then it is the intent of all parties hereto 
that such portion or provision shall be given force to the fullest possible extent that it is legal, valid 
and enforceable, that the remainder of this Agreement shall be construed as if such illegal, invalid, 
unlawful, void or unenforceable portion or provision was not contained therein, and the rights, 
obligations and interests of the City and Redeveloper under the remainder of this Agreement shall 
continue in full force and effect. 

Section 12.     No Oral Modification. 

This Agreement may not be modified or discharged orally, but only by an agreement in 
writing signed by the City and Redeveloper. 

Section 13.     Costs of Enforcement. 

Redeveloper agrees to pay the costs and expenses, including but not limited to reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and legal expenses incurred by City in the exercise of any right or remedy available 
to the City under this Agreement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Kent, Ohio and ACES ENTERPRISE, LLC have 
each caused this Agreement to be duly executed in its behalf, on or as of the day and year first 
above written. 

City of Kent, Ohio

By __________________________________ 
Dave Ruller, City Manager

Beware of the Leopard, LLC

By , 
Derek Salustro, Managing Member
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STATE OF OHIO )
)SS:

COUNTY OF PORTAGE )

Before me a Notary Public in and for said County and State, personally appeared DAVID 
RULLER, the City Manager for the City of Kent, Ohio, who acknowledged that he signed the foregoing 
instrument as the fully authorized officer of said City of Kent, Ohio, a municipal corporation of the State of 
Ohio, and that the same is its free act and deed and his free act and deed, respectively, as such officer and 
individually.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and official seal at _________________, 
Ohio, this __________ day of ____________________, 2024.

_______________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC

STATE OF OHIO )
)SS:

COUNTY OF ______________ )

Before me a Notary Public in and for said County and State, personally appeared 
_________________________________, Derek Salustro, the Managing Member of Beware of the 
Leopard, LLC, an Ohio limited liability company, who acknowledged that he did sign the foregoing 
instrument on behalf of such company as the free act and deed of himself and of the company.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and official seal at _________________, 
Ohio, this __________ day of ____________________, 2024.

_______________________________________
NOTARY PUBLIC

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________
Hope Jones, Law Director
City of Kent



 
 

Kent Police Department
MEMORANDUM 

To:  Council 
From:  Chief Nicholas Shearer 
Date:  August 26, 2024 
Subject: Budget Amendment for 911 Fund Project 
 
This memorandum is to serve as a request for a budget amendment to 1) purchase a recorder for 
our 911 lines and dispatch consoles, 2) the IntelliComm system which will integrate emergency 
medical dispatch information into our computer aided dispatch system, and 3) new microphones 
for our current dispatch system.  These three projects are all capital projects that will put our 
dispatch center on the cutting edge of dispatching technology.  To fund these projects, I am 
requesting a budget amendment in the Wireless 911 Fund to contract with these companies for 
the appropriate software and hardware necessary to upgrade the 911 system.  The funds in our 
Wireless 911 Fund are only available for use to upgrade our 911 system capabilities, which all 
these projects are in line with. Attached to this memo, you will find a detailed description including 
proposals from the vendors we intend to purchase this equipment from.    
 
The recorder project through Eventide is an upgrade to our existing system, therefore, Eventide is 
a single source vendor which will require the waiver of competitive bidding.  I am requesting 
council approve this project and waive competitive bidding to allow staff to award this contract to 
Eventide. 
 
I am also requesting that Council allow the Budget & Finance Director to appropriate the funds as 
follows: 
 
The total cost of this project is $184,333-84 and should be appropriated to account line 129-01-
510-102-7680. 
 
The IntelliComm system project is $34,000 and should be appropriated to account line 129-01-
510-102-7680. 
 
The Motorola project is $2,175.32 and should be appropriated to account line 124-01-510-103-
7440. 

















































































    CITY OF KENT, OHIO 
    DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 

    Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director 

930 OVERHOLT RD., KENT, OH  44240 
(330) 678-8102 � Director and General Accounting 

(330) 678-8103 Income Tax     (330) 678-8104 Utility Billing     FAX (330) 676-7584 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 

From: Rhonda C. Hall, CPA, Director of Budget and Finance 

Date: August 22, 2024 

Re: Request Council Resolution to Certify Amounts and Rates for 2025 

Please find attached a draft resolution accepting the amounts and rates of the City's various tax 
levies as determined by the Portage County Budget Commission, and further authorizing the 
necessary tax levies and certifying them to the Portage County Auditor. This is a recurring process 
that is required by Ohio Revised Code, Sections 5705.34 & 5705.35 to be submitted to the County 
Auditor before October 1st of each year. 

I am respectfully requesting City Council's approval of this resolution as an authorized agenda item 
at the September 4, 2024 City Council Meeting. 

Thank you in advance for your support of this request and the action being sought. Should there be 
any questions regarding this matter I would certainly be happy to respond accordingly. 

        



RESOLUTION NO. 2024-xxx 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY 
 THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX 
 LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR 
 (CITY COUNCIL) 
 Revised Code, Secs. 5705.34 & 5705.35

The Council of the City of              Kent                               , Portage County, Ohio, met in 
    Regular                  session on the        18th                day of    September           ,  2024    at the 
office of      Kent City Council                                               with the following members present: 

 

 

 

 

Mr.                                       moved the adoption of the following Resolution: 

WHEREAS, This Council in accordance with the provisions of law has previously 
adopted a Tax Budget for the next succeeding fiscal year commencing January 1st,  2025         ; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Budget Commission of Portage County, Ohio has certified its 
action thereon to this Council together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the rate of each 
tax necessary to be levied by this Council, and what part thereof is without, and what part within, 
the ten mill tax limitation; therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, By the Council of the City of                                     , Portage County, 
Ohio, that the amounts and rates, as determined by the Budget Commission in its certification, be 
and the same are hereby accepted; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That there be and is hereby levied on the tax duplicate of said City 
the rate of each tax necessary to be levied within and without the ten mill limitation as follows: 



OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE OF ESTIMATED RESOURCES 
 Rev. Code Sec. 5705.34 & 5705.35 
 Office of the Budget Commission, Portage County, Ravenna, Ohio 

To the Taxing Authority of:  KENT CITY 

                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      

SCHEDULE A 
 
 SUMMARY OF AMOUNTS REQUIRED FROM GENERAL PROPERTY TAX APPROVED 
 BY BUDGET COMMISSION AND COUNTY AUDITOR�S ESTIMATED TAX RATES 
 

 
FUND 

 
AMOUNT 

APPROVED BY 
BUDGET COM- 

MISSION INSIDE 
10 M. 

LIMITATION 

 
AMOUNT 

APPROVED BY 
BUDGET COM- 

MISSION 
OUTSIDE 

10 M. 
LIMITATION 

 
COUNTY 

ESTIMATE 
RATE TO  
INSIDE 
10 M. 
LIMIT 

 
AUDITOR�S 

OF TAX 
BE LEVIED  
OUTSIDE 

10 M. 
LIMIT 

 
Column I 

 
Column II 

 
III 

 
IV 

General 
 
$              1,713,763 

 
$                340,101 

 
3.6 & 0.9 

 
1.16 

Police Pension 
 

147,484 
 

 
 

0.30 
 

 

Fire Pension 
 

147,484 
 

 
 

0.30 
 

 

West Side Fire 
Station 

 
 

 
267,500 

 
 

 
0.73 

Recreation 
 

 
 

1,232,242 
 

 
 

3.45 

TOTAL 
 
$              2,008,731 

 
$             1,839,843 

 
4.2 & 1.5 

 
5.34 

                  $ 3,848,574 



COUNTY AUDITOR�S ESTIMATE 
                $491,613,230 

 
COUNTY AUDITOR�S ESTIMATE 
 
 Kent City 

 
OF RATE IN MILLS 
 
 Field LSD 

 
 
 
 Kent CSD 

LEVIES INSIDE OF 10 MILL 

County 

 
LIMITATION 
 
 2.00 

 
 
 
 2.00 

City 
 
 1.50 

 
 4.20 

School 
 
 6.50 

 
 3.80 

JVS 
 
 

 
 

TOTAL: 

LEVIES OUTSIDE OF 10 MILL 

County 

 
 10.00 
 
LIMITATION 

 12.12 

 
 10.00 
 
 

 12.12 

City 
 
 5.34 

 
 5.34 

School 
 
 58.82 

 
 105.75 

JVS 
 
 4.00 

 
 0.00 

Library 
 
 0.00 

 
 1.80 

Portage Park District 
 
 1.00 

 
 1.00 

TOTAL:  
 81.28 

 
 126.01 

TOTAL LEVIES: 

 
 
 91.28 

 
 
 136.01 

****************************************** ******************************** ************************************ 
 
 Tax estimates as they will appear on the 2025 Official Certificate of Estimated Resources. 
 
General Fund $    2,053,864 
Police Pension 147,484 
Fire Pension 147,484 
Westside Fire Station 267,500 
Recreation     1,232,242 
Tax Revenue Estimate $    3,848,574 



SCHEDULE B 

LEVIES OUTSIDE 10 mill limitation 

 
 Levy Purpose 

 
 Date of Vote 
 & 
 Duration of 
 Levy 

 
 
 Maximum Rate 
 Authorized to be 
 Levied 

 
 
 County Auditor�s 
 Estimate of Yield of 
 Levy 

General 03/17/20 5 years 1.16 $                    340,101 

West Side Fire Station 
 
11/03/20 5 years 

 
0.73 

 
267,500 

Recreation 
 
11/03/15 Cont 

 
1.00 

 
366,438 

Recreation 
 
11/03/15 Cont 

 
0.43 

 
157,568 

Recreation 
 
11/03/09 Cont 

 
0.50 

 
184,268 

Recreation 
 
11/07/06 Cont 

 
1.52 

 
523,968 

and be it further RESOLVED, That the Clerk of this Council be, and is hereby 
directed to certify a copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of said County. 

Mr.                                          seconded the Resolution and the roll being called 
upon its adoption the vote resulted as follows: 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Mr.                                                                    ,                                                 

Adopted the                                      day of                                          ,                            

President of Council 

Clerk of Council 



 CERTIFICATE OF COPY 
 ORIGINAL ON FILE 

The State of Ohio, Portage County. 

I,                                                          , Clerk of the Council of the City of                                                , 

in said County, and in whose custody the Files and Records of said Council are required by the 

laws of the State of Ohio to be kept, do hereby certify that the foregoing is taken and copied from 

the original                                                                 

                     

now on file, that the foregoing has been compared by me with said original document, and that the 

same is a true and correct copy thereof. 

WITNESS my signature, this                      day of                                               ,                          

Clerk of Council 

                                                             City 
Portage County, Ohio 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 
AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED 
BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND 
AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX 
LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE 
COUNTY AUDITOR. 

(City Council) 

Filed                                    ,                        

County Auditor           
 



 
 

Kent Police Department
MEMORANDUM 

To:  Dave Ruller, City Manager 
 Kent City Council 
From:  Chief Nicholas Shearer 
Date:  July 16, 2024 
Subject: School Resource Officer Program Renewal 
 
This memorandum is to serve as a request for a continued partnership with the Kent City 
Schools for the School Resource Officer Program.  Police representatives have met with 
school representatives to discuss the 2024-2025 school year contract.  The SRO salary will 
be the responsibility of the City of Kent when school is not in session.   
 
The Kent Police Department and the Kent City Schools administration agree that Officer 
Dominic Poe will continue in his role as the resource officer.  
 
Items to Note: 
- The period in which Officer Poe will work at KCSD is August 19, 2024-June 2, 2025 
-  KCS is billed quarterly for the Officer’s (wages, benefits, insurance, etc) 
-  Average yearly costs to KCS reimbursed to the city of Kent is estimated at $100,000 
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CITY OF KENT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING

MEMO

TO:  Dave Ruller
  Amy Wilkens 

FROM: Jim Bowling

DATE:  July 26, 2024 

RE:  Safe Routes to School – School Travel Plan

The Service Department is requesting council time and approval of the attached School Travel 
Plan (STP). The STP was created in conjunction with the Kent School District (KSD) and 
incorporates significant public input. Public input was received from caregiver surveys, a 
stakeholder meeting, school administration meetings, walk audits and a public open house held 
at Theodore Roosevelt High School. The recommendations in the STP include infrastructure and 
non-infrastructure recommendations and are shown on pages 32-45 of the STP. A highlight of 
some the STP recommendations include:

Improve Hudson Road by filling in gaps on the west side of Hudson Road and providing 
safe crosswalks 
Intersection improvements at SR 43 at River Bend Blvd. 
Implement the Lake Rockwell Trail
Install a Safety Town at Holden Elementary 
Increase speed enforcement in school zones

A key purpose of the STP is that items included in the plan are eligible for federal funding 
through the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT). The funding is limited but can provide
up to $500,000 for infrastructure projects and up to $60,000 for non-infrastructure programs. To 
be eligible for the funding, Kent City Council and the Kent School Board need to approve the 
plan for submittal to ODOT. The Kent School Board will be presented with the STP for approval 
at their next meeting in September.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. 

C: Melanie Baker
 Hope Jones 

Hallie Stone
 Rhonda Hall 
 Jon Giaquinto 

Cathy Wilson

















































































































Parent Survey Report:  One School in One Data Collection Period

School Name: Kent Schools Set ID:

School Group: Kent City School District Month and Year Collected: Aug-23

School Enrollment: Date Report Generated: 11/1/2023

% Range of Students Involved in SRTS: Tags:

Number of Questionnaires Distributed: Number of Questionnaires 
Analyzed for Report:

826

This report contains information from parents about their children's trip to and from school. The report also reflects
parents' perceptions regarding whether walking and bicycling to school is appropriate for their child. The data used in this
report were collected using the Survey about Walking and Biking to School for Parents form from the National Center for
Safe Routes to School.

Page 1



Number Percent
K 53 6.60%
1 55 6.85%
2 59 7.35%
3 59 7.35%
4 64 7.97%
5 70 8.72%
6 68 8.47%
7 60 7.47%
8 62 7.72%
9 63 7.85%

10 77 9.59%
11 61 7.60%
12 52 6.48%

Grade in School Responses per grade

Grade levels of children represented in survey
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Distance between 
home and school

Number of children Percent

Less than 1/4 mile 122 15.06%
1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 77 9.51%
1/2 mile to 1 mile 107 13.21%

1 mile to 1 1/2 miles 121 14.94%
1 1/2 mile to 2 miles 124 15.31%
More than 2 miles 259 31.98%

Parent estimate of distance from child's home to 
school
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Parent estimate of distance from child's home to school



Time of Trip
Number of 

Trips
Walk Bike School Bus

Family 
Vehicle

Carpool Transit Other

Morning 826 12.35% 2.78% 39.59% 41.28% 3.03% 0.73% 0.24%
Afternoon 826 15.98% 2.42% 43.22% 33.78% 3.39% 0.85% 0.36%

Typical mode of arrival at and departure from school
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Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Arrival

Departure

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Arrival

Departure

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Arrival

Departure

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Arrival

Departure

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Arrival

Departure



School Arrival

Distance
Number of 

Trips
Walk Bike School Bus

Family 
Vehicle

Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 122 50.82% 2.46% 12.30% 31.15% 1.64% 1.64% 0.00%
1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 77 27.27% 2.60% 32.47% 37.66% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
1/2 mile to 1 mile 107 9.35% 6.54% 34.58% 48.60% 0.93% 0.00% 0.00%

1 mile to 1 1/2 miles 121 4.13% 4.13% 33.88% 49.59% 7.44% 0.83% 0.00%
1 1/2 mile to 2 miles 259 0.77% 1.16% 26.64% 16.22% 2.70% 0.39% 0.00%

More than 2 miles 259 0.39% 1.16% 49.42% 45.56% 1.93% 0.77% 0.77%

School Departure

Distance
Number of 

Trips
Walk Bike School Bus

Family 
Vehicle

Carpool Transit Other

Less than 1/4 mile 122 54.10% 2.46% 13.93% 25.41% 2.46% 1.64% 0.00%
1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 77 33.77% 2.60% 35.06% 25.97% 2.60% 0.00% 0.00%
1/2 mile to 1 mile 107 17.76% 4.67% 36.45% 35.51% 4.67% 0.00% 0.93%

1 mile to 1 1/2 miles 121 8.26% 4.13% 42.98% 39.67% 4.13% 0.83% 0.00%
1 1/2 mile to 2 miles 259 2.32% 1.16% 28.19% 13.90% 1.54% 0.77% 0.00%

More than 2 miles 259 1.16% 0.77% 53.28% 40.15% 3.09% 0.77% 0.77%

Typical mode of school arrival and departure by distance child lives from school



Asked 
Permission?

Number of 
Children

Less than 1/4 mile
1/4 mile to 1/2 

mile
1/2 mile to 1 mile

1 mile to 1 1/2 
miles

1 1/2 mile to 2 
miles

Yes 263 24.71% 15.59% 19.01% 17.87% 9.51%
No 563 10.12% 6.39% 10.12% 13.14% 17.58%

Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike to/from school by distance 
the live from school

24.71%

15.59%

19.01%
17.87%

9.51%

11.03%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

Less than 1/4 mile 1/4 mile to 1/2 mile 1/2 mile to 1 mile 1 mile to 1 1/2 miles 1 1/2 mile to 2 miles More than 2 miles

Distance between Home and School

Percent of children who have asked for permission to walk or bike 
to/from school by distance they live from school



Issue
Distance 421 66.51% 88 46.32%
Convenience of driving 53 8.37% 13 6.84%
Time 183 28.91% 45 23.68%
Child's before or after-school activities 90 14.22% 33 17.37%
Speed of traffic along route 407 64.30% 90 47.37%
Amount of traffic along route 423 66.82% 99 52.11%
Adults to walk or bike with 81 12.80% 30 15.79%
Sidewalks or pathways 287 45.34% 100 52.63%
Safety of intersections and crossings 382 60.35% 108 56.84%
Crossing guards 116 18.33% 57 30.00%
Violence or crime 149 23.54% 23 12.11%
Weather or climate 294 46.45% 88 46.32%
Number of Respondants 633 100.00% 190 100.00%

Child Does not Walk/Bike to School Child Walks/Bikes to School

Issues reported to affect the decision to allow a child to walk or bike to/from school by parents of 
children
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PERCENT OF RESPONSES
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Parents' opinions about how much their child's school 
encourages or discourages walking and biking to/fom 

school
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Survey ID Comment
1136689631 We always walk ot bike weather permitting. But with an adult only
1136689714 Lack of sidewalks and crime in our area prevent this. Plus when its cold and snowing.
1136689953 There has been a huge increase in hit and runs and pedestrians being hit by a car 
1136690060 We live too far for walking or biking.
1136690122 Crain Ave is busier than I'd prefer for my child to walk or bike alone.  
1136690124 I would love for it to be safer, and for crossing guards to be present on the main crosswalks.
1136690152 More Crossing guards

1136690210 Sidewalks and traffic are a concern since the sidewalks are VERY broken and if it's raining the water gathering on the road has gotten us soaked by cars in the past

1136690248 I'm not sure how you might change distance...  we don't plan to move...

1136690280
We used to live closer to Longcoy and we walked. However, it was very difficult. There are no crossing guards by the back of the school (residential area), no sidewalks, and 

the roads are skinny and deteriorated. Plus, cars drive very fast. 

1136690493
There are no bike racks at the school, or if there are, they aren't visibly placed. The new parking lot construction did not include a sidewalk along the driveway into and out of 

school, so students walk along the road and cross through traffic. In the winter, sidewalks between our house and the school are not cleared regularly. There is significant 
truck traffic on State Route 43 and it's incredibly dangerous to bike on that road.

1136690617
I have heard children are not allowed to walk or bike alone until 5th grade at Longcoy. The way we would walk lacks sidewalks on certain streets (Roosevelt St). So that is an 

issue. If my child were to walk (it would have to be alone as I am a single parent that works at 7 am, I would need to get him a form of technology so I can track him etc.

1136690622
For us this was an issue because we had bussing last year. We were not aware we did not get bussing this year since we live less than a mile. My child would have to walk 
through neighborhoods and across 43. I feel this is extremely unsafe due to being so close to the interstate, constant speeding issues in our own street and 43 and young 

drivers everywhere. Not to mention human trafficking is a real thing. 

1136690665
We live a little to far and my street doesn't have sidewalks. My street is way to busy and cars do NOT pay attention. I'd definitely feel unsafe if I let my children walk or ride a 

bike to school. Will never happen unless I go with them. 
1136690787 The ongoing and unaddressed issue of people being struck / swooped by hawks along the back of walls elementary
1136690792 The only safety issue I can see is widening the drop off road it is very tight for cars on each side and students walk near there too. 

1136690849 My son would have to cross a busy road and I would never let him do this at his age. Unfortunately the bus will not pick him up because he lives too close to the school. 

1136690911
I do not feel children should be walking to school alone and not all adults have the opportunity to walk with them. I certainly do not want my children walking to and from 

school ever.

1136691072 We live very far from the school having to cross multiple heavy trafficed roads, a low income housing neighborhood, and a very long walk. Not feesable for any age. 

1136691290
My daughter has to walk because we live too close to the school and we don't have a car to drive her. We're a walking family but I don't like that she has to cross a busy road. 

I have other kids in the elementary school so she has to walk by herself. It's nice there is sometimes a crossing guard.
1136691322 No direct route from our house. No sidewalks.
1136691435 SR 43 is very busy,  it makes me nervous my child would have to cross it to go to school. 
1136691452 The pick up and drop off areas need better organization. 

1136691469
Route 43 has a lot of traffic. It's also dark in the mornings for much of the school year. Also my child carries a heavy backpack and is quite small for her age (4'9"" as a senior). 

We drove our other child until she bought her own car.  2 backpacks (1for sports) carried over a mile in the dark was too much
1136691583 We live too far away from school with too many intersections and College student poor drivers.

1136691616
This survey seems to have a built in bias that walking/biking is the best option.  It takes at over 20 minutes to bike from our house and would be closer to an hour to walk.  

How could any student do that in the winter?!?!
1136691627 If we lived closer to the school we would allow walking or biking.
1136691663 Wish the sidewalks on Hudson were all the way to school on both sides

1136691705
The traffic speeds on our road are crazy. School zones are ignored most of the time. Mostly by traffic coming from the school.  There is no crossing guard at the light on 

mantua/Roosevelt drive. We live on the opposite side of the street as the school. Also the sidewalks were all tore up this spring on both sides of the street making kids have to 
walk in the road to get around caution tape. 

1136691897 Sidewalks on Roosevelt between Gardenview and Elmo would make walking more appealing 
1136691957 The speed of traffic and number of cars on Lake street and my kids' ages are the main reasons why I wouldn't allow my kids to walk/bike to school.
1136691967 We need more intersections with crossing guards. 

1136691985
My kids walked to/from in elementary school (0.25 miles.) They will not be bussed to high school despite it being a very long, dark (both due to the time of day and no lights) 

walk and will need to cross 2 busy intersections where there are frequent collisions. I will be driving them.

1136692013

The one intersection at N River/Elno/Emich is very dangerous. Cars routinely do not stop at stop signs, visibility isn't great, there is no cross walk, and no sidewalk. Cars 
definitely do not yield to pedestrians and my kid is small. If there was a crossing guard at that intersection I would allow my kid to walk to school, they would probably meet 
up with other walking friends at Francis and finish/start the walk together. That one part of the route/intersection is 85% of why we don't walk and instead ride the bus or 

drive. 
1136692018 Every elementary child should be able to ride the bus regardless of distance from school. 
1136692129 I have a stalker who watches my house. So, the best option here is for my kid to ride the bus. 
1136692132 She only wants to ride the bus because of rain and snow. 
1136692275 I would not allow my child at any age to walk or bike to or from school. 

1136692300
At first I was afraid to allow Thomas to walk to and from school. So far though he has been doing really good. I will say now that he is walking I will be getting him a phone that 

will stay in his bag in his locker. It will have a tracking app on it for my comfort of knowing where he's at!!!

1136692336
There are no sidewalks and the traffic is crazy and no one goes the speed limit on the route needed to get there.  So walking or biking is an absolute NO. Our bus stop is the 

only one that has to cross the road,  everyone else walks straight up the bus steps,  no crossing these busy streets. 
1136692358 We love very far from the school. 

1136692387
Son just started walking alone to and from school when started 3rd grade. It was time he felt like he was responsible enough to walk alone and walk responsibly. Would like 

another cross guard on the corner of Woodard and whittier st for extra safety since there are a lot of kids using that intersection. 

1136692437
There are no sidewalks on Franklin once you pass cherry so the kids that live in Indian valley or our neighborhood behind Marc's have no sidewalk to walk on on Franklin but 

some students are being refused bussing due to distance which shouldn't be allowed due to safety if they ride bikes they would have to ride in the road which is unsafe 

1136692727 Feel there needs to be sidewalks on Roosevelt way to be safe for students who do walk and ride bikes to school.
1136693019 Is unsafe for my child because she catches her bus at 6:18am. At that time it's still very dark outside. Also there are no side walls.
1136693063 Our neighbor is off of State Rate 43. There is no way we would want any child, let alone our own walking or riding a bike on 43!

Comments Section



1136693109

We live 3.5+ miles from school in a more rural area without sidewalks. I loved walking to school as a kid, and it would be feasible for my child to one day bike - particularly to 
his middle school (he's in elementary now), but there is no way in hell I'd let him bike.  Drivers are on cell phones, it's hilly, and there are no sidewalks - my kids would die.  I'd 

die.  I don't trust drivers, and it would have to radically shift on the roads for me to allow him to ride a bike.  Or, we'd need a close bike path off the main road.  Then my 
mindset would shift to ensuring bad actors are not on such a path. I think it's healthy and good for time management, but there's too much danger.  

1136693166
As a fellow cyclist I think it would be wonderful if my daughter rode her bike to school. However there are limitations to that being practical which primarily hinges on traffic 

and lack of sidewalks. Her extra school activities take her down to only using school transportation in the morning. Family pick up in the evening.

1136693330

The traffic pattern at the school makes no sense. The cars picking up and dropping off students drive against traffic to get to the back of the school for drop off and pick up. If 
the bus line was wider the cars could drive around the buses and maintain a normal traffic flow. The cars at the intersection driving in frequently run the stop signs and 

flashing red light to get into line as well. The crossing guard does a great job calling people out on running the intersection, but it continues. Widen the bus line to allow cars 
around and change the lights and school signs at the intersection. It's just a matter of time before someone gets hit there. The current process lacks common sense.

1136693575
Student is intradistrict open enrolled so it's too far from our current location to walk or ride a bike. There are too many large highways/too many unsafe roads ways,  and too 

many speeders/other traffic violations. 
1136693648 There aren't enough bike racks at school. The other issue is childcare and my husband and i commuting to and from work. 

1136693852
Having to walk or bike down majors lane and longcoy Ave does not feel like a safe option for any child. If my child were to cut through the neighborhood across from the 

middle school it would make his walk even longer. There are no crossing guards for kids crossing any part of majors lane or crossing from Fairchild to majors at the bottom of 
the hill where cars go flying by. It is unsafe.   

1136693888
We live on the very outer edge of the district with no safety for walkers or bikers but if the situation changed it would be nice . The kids have asked to ride or walk before and 

would be willing to walk home if they needed to . It's just not safe 
1136693906 More adults and crossing Guards and safety or supervision with other students would be wanted before child walks to and from school 

1136693976

Our children have had no choice of whether they walk or ride a bus ever since elementary school. I had to put my younger children into daycare in elementary school so they 
could safely be transported school via school bus because unfortunately I have to work and could not transport them by myself. Now my youngest is in high school I have to 

depend on multiple family members to help transport her back and forth to school because she would have to walk alone and cross a busy intersection and to be honest 
worry about strangers.  Sex trafficking is high in ohio and for the school to put our young adults at risk is disturbing. I feel schools that make our children walk to school, 

especially elementary students, unsupervised do not care about their safety. 

1136694141

I live on a section of road with no sidewalks on most of the road, and the curve between our house and Emich Dr is very dangerous both in the morning and afternoon due to 
the speed of traffic and distracted drivers, in addition to sun in driver's eyes in the afternoon. A child was hit there just 2 years ago and it's not a safe place for my child to walk 
home, even walking home from the bus stop at that intersection, which is why we've called the bus garage and asked for them to please change his bus drop-off to in front of 
the house because the bus drove right past after drop-off at Emich. Thankfully they did change it for us this year. (see article https://fox8.com/news/14-year-old-hospitalized-

after-hit-and-run-in-kent/)
1136694172 There are no sidewalks on state route 43. With how much people speed down 43 as well I do not believe they would ever be safe biking to school. 

1136694722
I have children at the elementary school the middle school and the high school. If we lived closer I would love to let my children ride a bike however we live to far of a distance 

from all 3 school and traffic is really heavy on fairchild it seems very unsafe.

1136694972
The only path to walk to school from our house is sidewalks right next to a 4 lane road that is one of the busiest roads in town. There are 4-5 intersections to cross for walking 
and I don't believe any of them have pedestrian cross walking lights and only one intersection has a crossing guard. I don't see how improvements can be made to make it a 

safer experience to allow students of a young age to walk to school from my road.

1136695049
My son is in 9th grade. He is 1.3 miles from school therefore, he is required to do so. I feel it is unsafe for many reasons. There is tons of traffic bf and after school hours. Not 

including the terrible weather conditions that have already effected his route. I don't have a vehicle to provide the service for him. I think it's is unfair for kids that live that far 
to walk lake and 43 especially in those weather conditions. 

1136695194
There are no sidewalks from the major roadways in to the school. The highschool parking lot was not built with walkers or bikers in mind. |Many of the local neighborhoods 

don't have sidewalks or good lighting. These kids are making their way to school in the dark in the morning most of the year. |Inclement winter weather is especially 
prohibitive with the absence of sidewalks. |Crossing state route 43 in morning rush hour traffic is also a joke. Let's get serious please. 

1136695317 We wish there were more sidewalks but still feel as though it's safe. He takes the shortcut home which is not in the road.

1136695341
There is no sidewalk on roosevelt and we have to walk on the edge of the road and sometimes jump into the grass if cars are coming. The road is very washed out as well. 
There's a ton of traffic because of the drop-off area on Gardenview. I am not sure if we are allowed to walk to the cat drop off area but that route seems safer at this time

1136695625 Due to busy streets and lack of paths that are safe, we don't have her walk or bike. 

1136695779

It seem rather dumb to promote walking and biking when the infrastructure does not support such activities, especially in the winter weather when neither the city nor 
residents regularly clear and salt foot paths. ||Another issue with promoting such activities does not take into account the early start times for school, a disincentive for those 

who might otherwise bike or walk. ||Another issue to consider is that Kent has an influx of college student residents in the fall when biking and walking conditions are 
optimal. Many of these residents are new and unfamiliar with the local traffic conditions or habits with increased risks on the shared thoroughfares. 

1136695804

There are no sidewalks for a large part of the ride, the street lights are awful, nobody clears snow, and on the school road there is no grass strip spacing the sidewalk from the 
street (very unsafe walking/riding conditions).  The traffic where there are no sidewalks is heaviest, and there is a tight blind turn drivers routinely skid out of.  We are in a no-
bus zone, so we don't have choices.  On Hudson road, there is a single sidewalk, it isn't wide but must be shared with walkers and bike riders.  The lighting on that sidewalk is 

non-existent.

1136695831

The new road and parking lot at Roosevelt is horrible. There is no sidewalk along the road coming off of 43 (roosevelt drive) for the students to walk on when arriving to 
school. The kids have to walk on the road with cars flying up and down it, there no longer is a sidewalk leading to the sidewalk on 43 off of roosevelt drive. The 3 lane drop 

off/pick-up is a mess and unsafe because the students still have to try and cross in front of cars when arriving/departing school. That whole new set up was planned out very 
poorly when it comes to the safety of our children. 

1136695919
The route between our home and school lacks sidewalks and adequate lighting. |Residents do NOT clear snow in the winter months making walking dangerous and difficult. 

|Traffic on parts of the route is heaviest where there are no sidewalks. |We are in a no bus zone which makes walking/biking compulsory.   

1136696645
Only part of our neighborhood has sidewalks, so part of the way would be walking on grass or on road. The entrance for students who are being dropped off by car or walking 

requires you to go down a narrow road with no sidewalks, no curb, no 4 way stop, so it is tight when 2 cars pass each other. Road needs to be widened and sidewalk put in.

1136697288 It would already improve the safety of children at the school if there were sidewalks along any side of the streets near the school. 



1136697467

I have walked my son every day that weather permits since kindergarten. I constantly review the safety of being aware of people backing out of driveways (we have had a few 
close calls in our neighborhood with residents not paying attention and almost running into us). The crossing guards are occasionally on point and typically being kids who are 
more involved in social interactions with each other rather than being aware anyone is even crossing. |Today for example as I was leaving Loncoy I had just started to cross 

and a parent decided to drive their car through the stop sign and passed right in front of me causing me to have to stop in the street to let them by. I put my arms in the air to 
signal my frustration and the three aids standing at the sidewalk didn't even notice. This exact car then stopped about 100 ft later to let their child out of the vehicle on the 

opposite side of the street from the school so the child had to cross outside of any crosswalk. This was the second car of the morning that I witnessed do drop off on Elno (in 
front of the building) instead of the designated vehicle drop off lane in the back off of Gardenview. |I have also witnessed many cars especially in the morning run the stop 

sign in the intersection of Jessie and Ada which discourages me from allowing my son who should be approaching an age to be able to walk/bike on his own. He is responsible 
enough to handle that responsibility however the community is clearly not. One of the 2 larger busses that drop off kids in the morning seems to not be aware of the speed 

limit as well. There is one constant against the pedestrian population and that is ANYONE driving a vehicle is unconcerned with safety. 

1136697532 The major obstacle from our house to school is a lack of sidewalk along the route. 
1136697610 The traffic and not having sidewalks the whole distance. Also their are apartments along the path that are not the safest.

1136697719 Since it's still light out in the morning I feel that it's safe for him to ride his bike. People tend to speed and run stop signs on Hudson, so it makes me a little bit nervous.

1136697818
The sidewalks are often not shoveled in the winter and are covered in ice and deep snow.  There is rarely a crossing guard to help kids to cross Hudson.  Once the time change 

happens the kids are walking to school in the dark.  Our neighborhood does not have street lights.  

1136697856
There are no sidewalks from the major roadways in to the school. The highschool parking lot was not built with walkers or bikers in mind. |Many of the local neighborhoods 

don't have sidewalks or good lighting. These kids are making their way to school in the dark in the morning most of the year. |Inclement winter weather is especially 
prohibitive with the absence of sidewalks. |Crossing state route 43 in morning rush hour traffic is also a joke. Let's get serious please. 

1136698252
My son is to young to walk by himself to/from school. I have to walk with him and bring my other children. When the weather starts to get bad out I'm no to sure what I will 

be doing because I'm not going to have my kids freezing to get to/from school. 

1136698568

Our son bikes daily. However, there are no bike lanes and the Sheets intersection crossings requires utmost caution as cars just turn right without checking for pedestrians. 
There should be a no turn on red at that intersection and more ""bikes can use full lane"", for example on Crain or Hudson. ||Not on the way to school, but still a concern 

when biking: Crossing 59. Cars hardly ever stop despite of the huge signs. The city should install lights for these crossings.  |I also commute by bike and am passionate about 
this. Feel free to contact me for more discussions at 330-389-1241.

1136698624

Many of the parents have been talking about the parking lot at Walls. Since last year large potholes in the main flow of traffic have not been addressed appropriately! The 
traffic flow especially at pick up is mismanaged and needs addressed! The potholes and flow around them along with the unorganized release of parent pick up traffic needs 

addressed! The staff do|They're best managing the pick up lines and I thank them  for that. However, I wouldn't begin to allow my child to walk or ride a bike with this 
lackadaisical  approach to safety... it start at the school. I can't begin to talk about the walk home.  This is a safety concern for Walls elementary that needs fixed from the top 

down. Unacceptable! 

1136698895
I tried to get kids from neighborhood to walk or bike to elementary school but along shortest easiest route there are no sidewalks so most kids were not allowed. If there 

were sidewalks kids would walk or bike in groups of friends 

1136698941
I would have my child walk home from school but do not because must cross a busy road at Crain Ave bridge by herself. The other route would be to walk through the high 
school campus where there are areas with no sidewalks. There is a good crossing guard directly leaving the school, but the other busy street (Crain Ave.) bridge by Sheetz is 

unsafe as well as walking through the high school campus. If there was a crossing guard at Mantua to Crain Ave. bridge by Sheetz, I would let her walk. 

1136699127 Crosswalks and lighting on sr43 need to exist and work...... both.
1136699136 We live too far for my kindergartener to walk. She enjoys riding the bus with neighborhood friends. 

1136699254
I worry about the traffic on Fairchild. A lot of people go over the 25 mph speed limit. I also worry that part of the sidewalk is located right next to the road, without a tree lawn 

separating the road and the sidewalk. Another concern I have is the hill that my child has to walk up and down on Fairchild. 

1136699477
I will not allow my child to walk back and forth to school. It is to far, weather is unpredictable in north east Ohio, people drive like they are on the highway on side streets near 

our neighborhood.  It is very unsafe. 
1136699894 My child would live to walk.  The distance is too far for her to walk alone.  Also traffic is very busy. 
1136699977 Since we live so close to the middle school bussing is not offered, but I'm very confident in my son walking to/from school. 

1136700113
Crossing W Main street can often be dangerous, despite crossing at crosswalks and waiting for appropriate changes in traffic lights. There are too many distracted drivers and 
we have had several unsafe situations over the years. It would be great to offer a primary crossing point with an adult crossing guard to assist with safety in the morning and 

afternoon. The afternoon is more unsafe.

1136700181
It's hit or miss if they will have a component crossing guard or even one there at the intersection of Hudson and Robert Dr. He doesn't walk in bad weather. Side walks are not 

shoveled, streets are barely passable in in in-climate weather. There are no street lights turned on and it is unsafe most days. 

1136700655
My daughter is not aloud to walk to school due to there being no sidewalks on Franklin Ave. She is considered a ""walker"" to the school district since we live 1 mile away but I 
was able to get her on a bus route due to there being no sidewalks. Her other option would be to walk to school on Route 43 in Kent that does have sidewalks but it is heavily 

trafficked and unsafe intersections. 
1136700934 I don't feel comfortable allowing my 11 year old to walk or bike 2 miles to school without an adult
1136701498 No to everything because of age. 
1136701864 Traffic on 43 and people cutting through the back neighborhoods is my main concern. 

1136702171
1. Hudson road is busy with car traffic and sidewalks have many pedestrians so there is not a good place to bike safely. |2. Current high school drop off system does not  

support cyclists as they have to cross oncoming traffic in the drop off lane|3. Need more bike racks
1136702271 My son has autism so I probably would not let him walk along the busy main road.

1136702431
The roads from Franklin township to inner Kent does not have sidewalks. I would never allow my children to ride their bikes or walk in fear of being hit by a car. If sidewalks 

were placed I might consider when they're older. 

1136702555 We live to far for me to want my child to walk or bike to school she's a bud rider. In some areas there's no sidewalks or rails to protect pedestrians n bike riders 

1136703190
Having to walk or bike down majors lane and longcoy Ave does not feel like a safe option for any child. If my child were to cut through the neighborhood across from the 

middle school it would make his walk even longer. There are no crossing guards for kids crossing any part of majors lane or crossing from Fairchild to majors at the bottom of 
the hill where cars go flying by. It is unsafe.   

1136703442
I support making walking/biking to school easier and safer for more kids. We live too far from the school and there are not any safe options or roadways to allow our kids to 

bike/walk. 

1136703530
We walk most of the time. I enjoy walking with my daughter to and from school, walking the dogs sometimes with us. My daughter has asked to walk by herself but I enjoy it 
and she is only 8 so I will walk with her. I may start to allow her to walk home alone since there is a large group of kids adults that all walk in pur neighborhood and we love 

our crossing guard too. 
1136703982 No sidewalk on our street but sidewalk on Elno. Would not allow child because too young to walk alone. 
1136704084 Do not want my kids walking to or from school and they do not have bikes

1136704137
With two working parents, and the distance we live from the school it would be difficult for my husband or I to walk our son to school. It just doesn't work for our schedule to 

walk 20 minutes to the school and then back everyday. Additionally, because of the distance walking home in thunderstorms or snowstorms is dangerous. 



1136704206 We live in the township without sidewalks and most of the traffic speeds. ||

1136704466 We live outside of the city limits. If we lived closer, we would consider allowing our child to walk or ride a bike. It is impossible for her to do so where we are located. 

1136705237
My child does walk or bike to and from school|occasionally but it's more safe and convenient for him to ride the bus, even as an 8th grader. Sometimes he leaves for school 

and it's still dark outside. He would have to leave the house earlier than normal in order to make it there on time if he walks or bikes, and he's not a morning person.  |There's 
not a sidewalk the entire way to the school so for me, it's more of a lack of trust in the commuters who are quite possibly distracted while driving than it is anything else.

1136705326 She's 6.... She should not be walking to school alone yet. I have difficulty leaving work at the exact time I need to. I miss the bus!
1136705715 Lack of sidewalks and crime in our area prevent this. Plus when its cold and snowing.

1136706191 My son just hates walking to school unless he has a friend to walk with. We used to walk everyday when weather permitted but the friend we walked with moved away 

1136706235

We live right at the 1.5 mile radius cut-off on Hudson Rd. in Franklin Twp. There are no sidewalks, the road is rarely patrolled by Portage County Sheriff's Dept. (not by the City 
of Kent) and has a high volume of traffic and excessive speeding is prevalent. The issue has been brought up to the PCSD at Franklin Twp Zoning meetings when a 

representative of PCSD was present. There has not been an increase in patrols. Bike lanes are supposed to be added with grant funding along with repaving Hudson road, but 
it has been delayed again and the project does not include sidewalks. The first crossing guard our child would encounter is at least 1.2miles and 10 intersections from our 

house.  We have had a very good experience with the school's transportation dept. since our child started riding the bus in 2nd grade after being a car rider.

1136706835
There is no sidewalk up to the middle school along the new drive.  If my child walks to the sidewalk next to the high school, she would need to cross a parking lot of high 

school students (new drivers). A sidewalk along the new drive between the high school on route 43 to Stanton and Hudson Rd would be a huge difference maker for the safety 
and access to Stanton from Rte 43.  A crossing guard at 43 would also make a difference.  

1136706979 Our daughter is an intra city transfer to Holden so we have to travel along 261, a heavy traffic main rd, to take her to school or daycare
1136707883 I am very thankful for the school buses

1136707974
I am a mother of a 1st grader. We live .9 miles from the school and is requested she walks. I have a toddler also. This would be a 4 mile walk everyday for my toddler and I. 

|During nice sunny WARM days its doable. But when the weather starts changing there is no way that this walk will be possible. |As of right now we are borrowing a car to be 
able to get my daughter to school and my spouse to work on time. 

1136708050 NO way I would allow my child to bike or walk on state route 43. Too many dangerous distracted drivers. And no bike trail to get there safely either.
1136708169 The lack of sidewalks is the biggest concern.

1136708253
Walking to and from Roosevelt is less than safe, with the ridiculous traffic patterns, inadequate crossings and so many young drivers that I try to make sure he has a ride to 

and from school.  |It would have been safer to have student parking and walking students complete separate for safety, but we were not asked out option and plans before 
the new lots were planned. It's fascinating that you are addressing this problem post construction 

1136709578
Elementary is very close and not an issue. HS is 1.8m and is more of an issue. The bus does not pick up and the walk is over a half hour and while not bad could be safer. Billing 

sometimes happens but weather, activities and heavy loads make it difficult. 

1136710062
We arrive to the school by crossing a busy ""cut through"" street and walking through the field. I do wish there were sidewalks on the davey side so they could bike more 

often, but without an adult, there's just too much speeding traffic for them to bike alone.

1136710352

The road conditions in Hudson Rd are awful, both in the township and within city limits.   Because of the disrepair, Cars and bikes both are forced to drive in the middle of the 
road (over the center line).  That, coupled the high-speed of some drivers and the dim light near dawn makes the street unsafe. We have observed many accidents, including 

entire vehicle, driving through our front yard to avoid a collision with a bicycle. Addition of bicycle lanes for the entire length of the road all the way to the high school may 
improve that.

1136710455 Please provide bussing for high schoolers. It is not safe for them to walk so far in the dark and with the weather we have in north east Ohio. 
1136710496 No sidewalks within my neighborhood is my biggest complaint 

1136710617
More sidewalks would be nice but Kent won't so crossing guards in all walk zone areas where traffic is plentiful would be awesome. Before care walking would be awesome, 

too!
1136711093 I can see the school from my front door. It's less than a minute walk. 
1136711194 Unsafe, due to drivers speeding 
1136712326 Dangerous intersections....and close to traffic ... with no sidewalks 

1136712359
There is no clear sidewalk to the middle school from Mantua street to walk or ride on and a sidewalk straight to the middle school that isn't through where the high school 
students drive in and park would be great.  Also, there is no crossing guard at the very dangerous intersection of Roosevelt Dr & N. Mantua Street. It would also be nice if 

there was some type of patrols around when school gets out to make sure they are walking safely. 

1136712508

My son is in the ""walking"" zone.  It's dangerous and scary.  Kids have to cross  4 lanes of traffic to get to the other side.  The sidewalks were reconfigured and it doesn't make 
any sense!  Cars go 40,50 mph through the school zone! They don't stop at the cross walk. I am terrified everyday.  Students/Faculty are commuting to KSU and they are NOT 

paying attention.  I brought this to the Superintendent and Engineers attention.  The engineer stated it's ""VERY DANGEROUS "".  I like the kids walking..I wish there was more 
police presence with huge fines! I was actually going to talk to the Chief. If tickets were known, maybe people would slow down!!  I would have never been aware of this 

before my child attend this school, now I notice how unsafe it is.

1136713031 My child would be walking on a State Route with the speed limit at 45 mpg and no sidewalks.  It is not safe at all.

1136713214 We are all in favor of walking or biking to school. We currently live too far away to do that now. We hope to do more walking/ biking to school in the future. 

1136713239

It is absolutely ridiculous that bussing is not provided unless you live more than 2 miles away. We live 1.89 and it takes over 35 minutes to walk this route. It's it terribly 
unsafe. There are registered sex offenders all along the multiple route options. There are areas (like Majors Lane) that do not have any sidewalks or street lights. I'm honestly 
pissed you're using this opportunity to try to find more ways to reduce bussing. Oh and add before and after school care options at all schools so parents can drop off before 

7:30 am and pick up after 5:30 pm
1136715627 Traffic on route 43 is very congested at times and I worry about safety on that route

1136715838

My child has an IEP and I fear that he will get easily distracted and not pay attention to cars while walking and/or not go to school at all. I work at the university and walk to 
work often from where we live when college is back in the traffic on N. Depeyster and Crain increases. I have seen cars not follow traffic laws and blow threw signs or drives 
coming from the bars downtown. Because I have seen and had to stop my son from crossing the roads when he is with me because of cars speeding or not stopping at stop 
signs or doing rolling stops it makes me fearful for them to do it alone. I have also witnessed college students getting hit by cars on campus because not paying attention or 

cars not following traffic laws and we are not far from campus at all. 

1136716477

I think we live enough of a distance to be inconvenient from a time, weather and distance standpoint, as well as the traffic they would encounter if they rode their bikes.  
Weather is a deterrent (cold, wet, windy overly hot) as well, possibly being very different in the morning from the afternoon.  Should they not be able to ride their bikes home 

for any reason, where would they leave them securely.  Additionally, the fact they would have backpacks, which as the year goes on become more full and may become 
another issue altogether.  If we lived closer, some of these issues may not be as big a deal, but the unpredictability of the topics above, would not be an option for either of 

our kids to go/return from Elementary School.  The distance to the Middle School and High School is 3.6 miles.

1136718000 Our children would have to travel along Route 43 for more than 2 miles without sidewalks or bike lanes. I do not think there is a way to improve that.
1136718059 No sidewalks in our neighborhood 

1136718588
If walking to school my child would have to leave at 6:30am and it is dark at that time of day from October- April. I am not comfortable having my child walk over 1 1/2 miles in 

the dark.



1136719342

She has to cross over the Fairchild bridge to get home and that intersection gets very busy when school lets and she has mentioned almost being struck by a vehicle or cars 
not safely stopping or paying attention to her as a walker. I work at the university and walk to work often from where we live When college is back in the traffic on N. 

Depeyster and Crain increases. I have seen cars not follow traffic laws and blow threw signs or drive coming from the bars downtown. Because I have seen and had to stop my 
son from crossing the roads when he is with me because of cars speeding or not stopping at stop signs or doing rolling stops it makes me fearful for them to do it alone. I have 
also witnessed college students getting hit by cars on campus because not paying attention or cars not following traffic laws, and we are not far from campus at all. It makes 
me nervous for her, and I am also concerned about her walking in inclement weather when winter comes. I am not against walking, we as a family walk often around Kent, 

downtown, and campus for fun but we are with them to look out for the people who don't look out for them.

1136720092

Crossing 43/Mantua is the problem. People drive way too fast and there is little marking that it is a school zone. The police department almost never monitors that section of 
the road. Drivers can run that light and often stop in the intersection. I believe our boys always use the crosswalk. However, I have seen numerous other children crossing 

where River Bend Blvd meets 43. I have ask those children to cross at the crosswalk but they don't. They rather take the shortest distance and hope for the best. Our kids walk 
less than once per week but enjoy doing it when we can't pick them up. Personally, my wife and I hate the thought of them crossing 43. It is dangerous. I know there are 4-5 

year plans between Kent-Davey-Kent City Schools but so many little things could be done (e.g., police monitoring, flashing school zone lights, crossing guards, etc.). Thank you 
for your time.

1136723280
During Elementary School, he was required to walk or bike along with other students. This was very safe with the crossing guard. The current bus ride is over 45 minutes long 

and he is only 7-10 minutes away in a car. If there was a safe biking route, he would be interested in riding his bike.

1136723304

I am deeply disappointed with the walking options from our home on W Grant St  to Stanton. With the new construction there is no sidewalk that goes directly from 43 to 
Stanton. Children are expected to walk alongside Roosevelt's building and then cross a student parking lot. That does not feel safe for my middle schooler. Because of this, I 
drive him to school. However, I am unable to pick him up in the afternoon due to work. I hope Kent City Schools reconsiders their sidewalks and considers Stanton students 

walking from 43. 
1136723549 We live too far from all the buildings in our district.
1136724522 This was so random
1136724775 There are no sidewalks on state route 43. With how much people speed down 43 as well I do not believe they would ever be safe biking to school. 
1136726627 My kid has asthma he can't travel that far to apex And shut off her more transportation for those kids has an uber every day is very expensive
1136727003 With crime rate and mental health issues of I won't take any chances for my child to walking or bike until she can protect herself 
1136731511 My child drives herself. The traffic is terrible. 

1136731525

There need to be sidewalks the entire way to school and SIDEWALKS are necessary once they get to the school area.  It is ridiculous that the parking lots were restructured 
without SEVERAL safe walkways from the main streets to the schools.  Kids are walking in the road, along the busses, crossing in the middle of the road... all because there is 

only one sidewalk that goes diagonally to the front of the school where the students would have to cross between busses.  There should be a sidewalk to the main entrance to 
the high school and safe sidewalks through to the middle school.  Kids also are walking across the grass and out of the way around the hs to try to get to Stanton.  In the 
winter, kids are climbing over piles of snow and walking in the road.  Citizens cleared the sidewalk along 43 but school staff need to clear the one path to the front of the 

school and remove the piles of snow that block the crosswalk at 43.

1136732332 We live to far away and many main roads no sidewalks speeding traffic 
1136732758 No way. Will my child be forced to walk back and forth from school

1136733862 The traffic on Hudson is alot.  It is 25 mph then 35mph.  People do 50 mph. We live on the corner and several times we thought a car was going to hit our house. 

1136733884

There is one neighborhood road on the way to school that does not have a sidewalk. This makes me a bit nervous about allowing my kids to bike there without me or another 
adult. The busiest road to cross does have a friendly adult crossing guard present that makes me feel really good about the kids crossing that road safely. Our neighborhood is 

safe and friendly. One additional factor that contributes to my decision to allow my kids to walk/bike to school without an adult is my eldest son's Type 1 Diabetes. He is 
gaining independence in this, but we don't yet have a phone for him with data to communicate with me if something were to go wrong with his blood sugar. ||I choose to 

drive my kids instead of using the bus system  because I worry the bus driver would be unable to assist my child if he were to have an emergency low blood sugar on the bus. 
For now, I drive and very occasionally bike with my children. 

1136734467
I don't think the Fairchild Mantua intersection is safe. There's no way around it- even if you walk on the hike and bike to RHS you still have to cross Mantua at the school which 

isn't safe either. It's poorly lit.|The alternative would be crossing at Fairchild and Hudson, but that isn't safe either because of the amount of traffic and the hill obstructing 
vision. I don't think there's a walk signal or crosswalk there either. There's a crossing guard for the elementary kids- not sure if there's a crossing guard for the high school kids. 

1136735015
Lack of sidewalks on some neighborhood streets concerns me about my child walking alone. |For after school (other), she goes to after school program across the street from 

school.
1136737574 Disabilities are also a reason parents might not let their chidren walk or bike to school.

1136738601
Crossing guard is kind but in no way actual guards kids cross whenever right in front of cars and the cars pay no attention to light or speed. Very little police activities on 

Franklin to enforce.  Cars block cherry intersection and stop in middle of street waiting to pick up. Before and after school is a complete mess. And they up annoying cones. 
Absolute mess

1136740681 I would love to feel good about them walking to school but we only reserve it for extreme circumstances.

1136742214 We live very far from school and there are no sidewalks for more than half of the way. We are about 5 miles away from school that would take forever for my child

1136744472 We live in Twinlakes.  I don't see a way I'd be comfortable with my kids walking / biking to and from school at any age. 

1136746730
There are no sidewalks from the major roadways in to the school. The highschool parking lot was not built with walkers or bikers in mind. |Many of the local neighborhoods 

don't have sidewalks or good lighting. These kids are making their way to school in the dark in the morning most of the year. |Inclement winter weather is especially 
prohibitive with the absence of sidewalks. |Crossing state route 43 in morning rush hour traffic is also a joke. Let's get serious please. 

1136748891
The route parents take to pick up and drop off at Davey creates a lot of dangerous congestion in front of the school with only 5th graders supervising kids crossing the road. I 

feel a pick up/drop off procedure along with more school supervision outside I would feel comfortable letting my kids leave school walking

1136750079 We live to far away  from the school  for her to walk or ride a bike. 

1136751444
I don't believe children should walk home from school based on they aren't mature enough to follow directions and in this day and age we live in it's not the same as when we 
were kids it's a lot of crime and kidnappings that happen I wouldn't allow my child to walk home until he in high school and I also believe kindergartens shouldn't have to walk 

to a bus stop you should come get them at their houses 

1136752327

We live off of St Rte 43. There's a lot of traffic going towards and from Streetsboro in the morning and afternoon. I don't even like the fact that my kids have to walk up to 43 
to catch the bus. There's been many times where cars have gone around the bus in the morning heading towards Kent. They've also skidded into the neighbor's yard on the 
corner of 43 when we get snow,(where my kids wait for the bus) because of the hill between Lake Martin and Jacobs Lane. Although I am grateful that the bus stops on the 

right side of the road so that my kids  don't have to cross a lane on 43, I don't know why they can't come down our road. They stated it was too difficult for the bus to go down 
to a cul-de-sac and turn around.  I've actually witnessed 4 buses  from Streetsboro come down our road and have no problem what so ever turning around. We even stopped 

and asked him and he said it was ""not a problem"". Why can't they come down the road and pick up the kids? |

1136752344 We live too far away for my child to walk or ride a bike. 
1136752682 We live on the outer edge of our district so walking/biking will never be an option in an area with no sidewalks and busy rural roads.
1136753119 My student is a senior. And he transferred to Kent Roosevelt this year. So most of this doesn't apply to him



1136753250
I don't feel any child should be crossing 43, people to pay attention to the cross walks or the kids waiting. I don't feel that it's safe. I will not allow my child to bike or walk to or 

from school. 

1136755836
The new traffic patterns at the high school are very unfriendly and unsafe for walkers. I drop my daughter off at the flower shop so she can get some fresh air and exercise 

before the school day. It is not easy for walkers to navigate from the sidewalk on Route 43 to the school.

1136756599
My boys are in 2nd and 4th grade and have to walk together to and from their dads who lives on E. school street and can watch the boys cross the intersection with the 

crossing guard. That intersection is pretty busy. ||Every other day the boys are dropped of and picked up and are car riders since mom lives about 15 min away from Holden. 

1136757067
I am a single parent trying to provide transportation to or near my house. I work Monday-Wednesdays until 7:30 @ night and I would feel better knowing they were provided 

transportation while I am at work. I cannot be at work wondering if my child made it home safely by walking. Then they have to worry about homework as well.

1136757487
If we choose to walk to school we would only have access to sidewalks on some roads and would have to cross state route 43 at some point. Until my child is older and I can 

for sure know he would know what to do in any situation I wouldn't allow him to bike/walk to school even if there were sidewalks the whole way. 

1136760524 Walking or biking to school is not feasible for my child at any time. We live in a more rural area on the edge of the school district with busy roads and no side walks

1136763991 The amount of bullying and kidnapping there would be no way I would allow my kid to walk. Unless there were adults along the path for safe keeping 
1136765405 People drive too fast, school zones aren't bright. We should have speed monitors like in Akron school zones. There should be a crossing guard at 43. 

1136766126
The traffic between our neighborhood and Roosevelt, while certainly not like that of a big city, is not something I would my child walking or riding a bike in, especially in the 

dark before school, or in bad weather. I find it unbelievable and ridiculous that buses are not provided for children who live as far away as Vine St. 

1136768692 Multiple listed Sex Offenders in city. 

1136769688
We would like to see a crossing guard at our intersection. A lot of people don't even stop at the stop sign so I worry about my daughter wanting to bike to school and back 

home and having to go through that intersection. 
1136780874 All of the Not Sures are because those are not issues that concern me. Only the no sidewalks is a problem
1136782520 This form is completely biased and useless; if you want schools to use bike/walk only, just do it.
1136790203 Na 

1136828339 shes in 2nd grade last bunch of questions did not pertain. when i was young i lived behind my school, and was not allowed to ride bike until 4th grade.|

1136838570 The roads and sidewalks are in bad shape around the school. 

1136838741

Unfortunately in the world we live in today, kids get kidnapped all the time even in broad daylight. Cars speed regardless of speed limits as well as text and drive wrecklessly. 
Not to mention pedophiles that could easily be on my child's route to school. There are too many unknowns that I as a parent am not comfortable ever risking. So as long as 
I'm able to I'll be driving them to and from school myself. If the day comes that's I'm unable to anymore, they'll have to take the bus and even that I'm not thrilled of from all 

the bullying and wrong drops offs that happen as well. 
1136840500 My child does not live in the city of Kent.  We live in Ravenna.

1136842311
I would be more than happy to let my kids bike to school were there a safe way to navigate not only the traffic across Route 43, but once on school grounds, a dedicated walk 

/ bike lane so that they would not have to negotiate the same roads / lots as the high school drivers.
1136844373 Maybe have kids meet at exact locations almost like a bus stop and have them walk or bike together. 

1136848007
Her current school is far enough that we drive about 3 of the miles, but then its dropoff and parking are tiny, overfilled, and shared with busses, so we park on a side street 

and walk about a half mile.

1136850206

My kids have to transit the most dangerous intersections in Kent to get to Roosevelt and Stanton. The entrance to Roosevelt Drive and River Bend Blvd/Mantua intersections 
are ridiculously dangerous intersections, at all times of the day. Cars routinely transit Mantua/43 at speeds in excess of 50 mph (35 mph limit). The city refuses to install a light, 

deflecting responsibility on the Ohio Department of Transportation while simultaneously stating that installing a light would increase the danger at the intersection. This 
implies that the city indeed has some degree of decision-making authority on the installation of a light at the intersection. An additional light would make people slow down 

multiple times on 43, instead, they continue to increase their speed on 43. There is nothing to enforce speed limits on 43.

1136850293 Motorists do not pay enough attention on the road for me to ever feel it would be safe for my child to walk or bike to school.
1136850344 Intersections are too busy. Crossing guards are unreliable. 

1136850550

My kids have to transit the most dangerous intersections in Kent to get to Roosevelt and Stanton. The entrance to Roosevelt Drive and River Bend Blvd/Mantua intersections 
are ridiculously dangerous intersections, at all times of the day. Cars routinely transit Mantua/43 at speeds in excess of 50 mph (35 mph limit). The city refuses to install a light, 

deflecting responsibility on the Ohio Department of Transportation while simultaneously stating that installing a light would increase the danger at the intersection. This 
implies that the city indeed has some degree of decision-making authority on the installation of a light at the intersection. An additional light would make people slow down 

multiple times on 43, instead, they continue to increase their speed on 43. There is nothing to enforce speed limits on 43.

1136850977
The most dangerous area is once on school property, especially the high school, they didn't think about walkers and bikers when they did the new lot, I see close calls regularly 
as I sit in the pick up line.|We don't get bus service but the apartment two doors down does so we must be right on the edge, I wouldn't have a problem with my kid walking 

or biking except for have you seen what high schoolers need to carry in the backpacks, plus a sport plus band, it's just too much to carry without hurting your back.

1136851394

The entrance to Roosevelt Drive and River Bend Blvd/Mantua intersections are ridiculously dangerous intersections, at all times of the day. Cars routinely transit Mantua/43 at 
speeds in excess of 50 mph (35 mph limit). Drivers increase their speed on 43 as they pass Roosevelt Drive, there is nothing to enforce speed limits on 43. Police rarely have a 
presence in the vicinity of schools during transit hours in the morning or afternoon. There is not a crossing guard on this side of the HS/MS campus. There is not a traffic light 

at River Bend Blvd/Mantua (43). The traffic light at Mantua(43)/Roosevelt Dr is functional.

1136854591

Child has to cross St Rt 43 (North Mantua) intersection during busiest time of day for traffic, including buses, semis, dump trucks, and high school kids that are in a rush and 
new drivers. There is no crossing guard. |The school just spent all this money (over a million?) to redo the high school parking lot, but they didn't make a sidewalk for kids to 
get to Stanton middle school on the south side of main drive. Makes absolutely no sense as it relates to main sidewalk and crosswalk of majority of walking students on both 
sides of St Rt 43 (North Mantua St). Middle school students are then given the choice of winding their way past all the high school students, cars and bus traffic, or walking in 

grass or on road to get to middle school. Fine if the weather is nice and your kid is paying attention, what about during winter or bad weather and a kid that isn't paying 
attention (walking or driving)???? Adding a traffic light or even a round about still won't solve this basic problem that somebody obviously missed during the plan review and 

restructuring of the parking lot and access road between the high school and middle school. |I'm not an engineer, but they needed to make a sidewalk running the entire 
south side of the high school drive for middle schoolers to walk up to a point where they could cross that was less confusing and a safer spot with better line of sight on traffic. 

|Short term solution is immediately get a crossing guard in place at the corner of St Rt 43 (N. Mantua St) and the school access drive traffic light. |Long term solution is add 
the sidewalk on south side of drive all the way to middle school stop sign and a second crossing guard. |Since I doubt anyone is really going to read these comments or take 

them seriously, let alone, do something about it, my wife and I will just keep our fingers crossed nobody dies as our two kids and their friends use this intersection for the next 
9 years. I'm sure the distracted driver issues will get better once weed is legalized. |Here's my phone number and name if a real person actually wants to have a conversation 

about it. |330-221-7279 Gary Lane|

1136865367 Busy roads and no sidewalks on some parts 



1136865418
Our street does not have a sidewalk, only a bike lane on the road.  Traffic on our street includes a lot of University students who drive too fast.  Our road is also hilly and you 
cannot always see cars coming.  Also, they would have to cross Main Street and and ride down Main St for several blocks and that's not safe either.  When they start Middle 

School, it will also be much farther and more dangerous.
1136868746 We live on the other side of town. I would never have my children walk/bike

1136877163

I am finding it difficuult to answer this survery with tact as I strongly feel that the Kent City School District is not valuing the safety and well being of the children attending the 
elementary schools. My children ages 6, 9 and 11already have 1/4 mile travel to the bus stop. We drive or walk our children to and from the bus stop every day; despite living 
in an extremely safe neighborhood. This is dangerous for any child to do on their own in 2023. The thought that any elementary student could be expected to walk or bike to 

school beyond this distance is completely irresponsible. 
1136878796 Need safe sidewalks along the whole way to school. 

1136881080
My son sometimes walks home from school by choice. He is far enough away that he has a bus option but usually I drive him to school in the morning since the Six District 

Compact bus trip arrives late to SMFHS.

1136881889

The road in front of the high school (Mantua) is extremely dangerous. Cars speed through Mantua regularly. There is no light at the intersection of River Bend and Mantua 
leading to drivers darting riskily onto Mantua. Last year (on the last day of school) there was a car accident involving a high school student due to this.  I often see children 

crossing Mantua where there is no crosswalk. Also, the road between the high school and middle school has a sidewalk on only one side.  We have shared our concerns with 
the principal, superintendent and during the recent traffic meeting, but NO CHANGES HAVE OCCURED. Something as simple as a radar speed sign or an officer located near 

the area would greatly improve safety until a more permanent solution is in place.

1136882601

My concern is the High School.  I was told that our oldest before he graduated (LAST YEAR) had to walk because we were .02 miles short of bussing.  I don't know who thought 
that it would be safe for any child to be required to walk across a HIGH traffic main road in and out of Kent (State Route 43)  and a bridge? His walk would have been OVER 35 

mins to school and home. I can see if we lived 15 mins walk time BUT close to a 40 MIN walk for school? My family is very concerned that we may have the same issue next 
year when our youngest will be at the Middle School. We just moved into our current home and now we have to worry about school transportation.

1136884287

There are several factors against their walking (40 + minutes) or biking (perhaps 20 min).  Ohio is not safe for cyclists, very few bike lanes and people just don't look for them.  
A car vs bike the car is always going to win and it will be a life altering event if not life ending.  Fairchild is a main artery into and out of Kent and people constantly speed.  I 

work at Kent State University so dropping them off in the morning is essentially on my way to work.  I drive them every morning because I do not want them sitting on the bus 
for 40-60 minutes every day when they could get just a bit more sleep and avoid potential issues found on the bus.  It also allows me one more time to say I love you before 
the day starts, and I use it every day because I don't know they will come home from school each day.  ||Another factor is both children (Stanton and Roosevelt) play a sport 

so have their school backpack and sports equipment = biking is not easy/safe with this additional stuff.  One is also in Orchestra and needs to bring her viola home each Friday 
back to school on Monday.   ||Their lockers are not large enough to house winter weather gear that would allow them to walk even if possible.  The HS student backpack 

weighs 25-30 lbs and she already carries it to every class because there is not enough time between classes to go to the locker and then to the next class, crazy.  No time to go 
to the restroom in between classes and restricted on going during class - allowed to go 2-3 per quarter, must fill out form to leave the classroom, etc.  - but you trust and want 

them to walk or bike to school and back home?  Interesting.  Do we trust them or not?  ||I trust my kids and have allowed them to bike to and from summer school or 
summer sports training sessions, what I do not trust are the people between my house and the school on a busy day, many kids are new drivers (HS students) heading the 

same way as the younger kids.  ||One pinch point I see daily is the sidewalk between Stanton and Roosevelt HS where the Stanton parking lot is.  Every day I see kids have to 
very carefully make sure drivers see them as they are walking to the HS.  The improvements to the HS parking lot were wonderful and I think increased safety overall.  Now 
we will just need to see if snow is cleared this winter prior to the school day starting.  This has been an issue for several years.  People not shoveling their sidewalks and the 

school not clearing their sidewalks either.  If you don't have the staff to do it then put a call out to parents for volunteers.  I am sure we could get it done.  

1136885498

It's actually safer for my kids to bike home from middle school and high school than from elementary school due to the location and number of busy streets they need to 
cross, one intersection does not have a crosslight. Another thing to consider is that our kids backbacks are so heavy, so walking 40+ minutes can be more challenging and 
painful. Investing in more digital books that students can access from home so they don't have to carry multiple heavy textbooks would help students feel as though they 

could walk/bike further.

1136888827
We like to walk with our child to school to we can ensure they made it on time. The distance from home is very short and we can see them very soon after they pass the 

crossing guard, so we do not feel is necessary to walk to school to get them everyday because we would know very quickly if they were not coming home at the appropriate 
time.

1136892016
I am unsure when I would feel comfortable enough to let my child walk/bike to school by himself.||I am concerned that we will have to drive once he starts at Stanton Middle 
School, because we live too close to qualify for school bus pick up and there of sections of that route that do not have even have a sidewalk: it's too dangerous to walk or bike.

1136892219
We could really use a crossing guard at Woodard and Whittier - there is a lot of driving and bus traffic there at drop off and pick up. At the end of the day it is almost 

impossible to see south on Woodard when trying to cross from Whittier with cars parked on the street. We walk our kids to and from and it still feels unsafe at times. I often 
find myself helping students who walk or bike on their own with that intersection. 

1136896215
My situation is a bit different. We live in Walls area but are in Holden school. That makes the distance an issue. If we were closer I would probably still not feel comfortable 

because my child is easily distracted and doesn't like school. He would either end up kidnapped or skip school.

1136900150
The bus stop is not close to us & my kids have to hike to the bus stop. We live by Silver Meadows & the busses cater to that area but that area is unsafe & full of bullies. My 

kids have been threatened at the bus stop & are not allowed over by silver meadows, yet their bus stop is there, and we have a lot of kids on our street. I drive them to school 
because even when they've tried to bike, some kids from the apartments have chased then & thrown stuff at them. Not just my kids but neighbor kids as well. 

1136904497 none
1136907172 My home is at Kent  and it is quite far from the school.  That's why I would always prefer  to use school bus for my son.|Thanks 

1136923844
Cars drive crazy and unsafe around the school during pickup and drop off times and I fear letting my child walk to school because of this, even though he wants to (age 7 grade 

2). The places where they cross are not safe and do not make sense. I saw two kids, one a child crossing guard, almost get hit last year when picking up and during drop off 
people drop off in the bus zones instead of the back. A lady cussed out the principal when she asked her to drop off in the appropriate area. 

1136943009
The general area of the school and home is safe-it's the area in between that is far from safe. One area in general is known for crime/drug. I wouldn't let my child walk home 

even if they were adults

1136949208
My daughter is a strong bike rider and I trust her. We live in a neighborhood between 2 main streets in Kent so having to navigate traffic and crossing major streets is not 

something I desire for her right now. No one in our neighborhood - that I am aware of - walks or bikes to school (both Longcoy at the elementary level or Stanton 
MS/Roosevelt HS). They either take the bus, get a ride, or drive themselves.

1136954716
I find it ridiculous middle school children are made to walk to school over a mile, unless there is space on a bus. Which a family has to wait to after labor day to find out. Its 

always been unsafe & with all the construction & pipe line work, even more so. 
1136965343 How can pay for the Bus transportation service for my son?

1137010899
the speed of the traffic, lack of sidewalks, and road hazards (sometimes I have noticed people have thrown glass bottles on the side of the road). In addition, a few 

homeowners leave their dog unleashed outside their house which makes us very uncomfortable walking due to barking and chasing by the dog/s.

1137024184
Our children have developmental and intellectual disabilities, so despite their grade, we would not feel comfortable with them biking until they show that they are capable of 

doing it responsibly. They love biking.
1137024645 We live on the other side of town. I would never have my children walk/bike



1137031489 My child is only in K so it is hard to gauge how I will feel when she is older!

1137084930 2 miles is simply too far to walk, especially in the morning and our neighborhood has no sidewalks, which would be dangerous in the dark and winter weather.

1137090993 A bike path from twin lakes to town would make a huge difference 

1137096521
We are close enough to walk/bike and would if the street we lived on was safe to cross. The speed and amount of traffic won't change, but a way for the children to safely 

cross would help. Other than having to cross over the main road, the ride/walk is simple and safe.  
1137136917 My child would be walking on a State Route with the speed limit at 45 mpg and no sidewalks.  It is not safe at all.

1137163663
I would LOVE to let our child ride her bike, unfortunately, there is no safe route from our home. There are no sidewalks for her to safely ride down Monroe Falls- Kent Rd to 

the next road so she can ride the sidewalks. 
1137179841 Na 

1137244664
The sidewalk going to the school is uneven. I have contacted the city numerous times. Been told 2 yrs in a row it was because of tree roots and would be taken care of never 

has been. Either a student or parent is going to fall and get hurt

1137262420
A kid who can't understand the dangers of a stranger should not be alloys to walk or ride a bike home. |That's not even an option in the survey. I worry about my kid getting 

picked up by someone. 

1137267426
I would love for my child to bike to school and he desperately wants to, but I don't think Judson and Hudson Rd. is safe for a child on a bike. If there was a bike path to the 

school I would let him ride his bike.  

1137274985
My son actually rode his bike (accompanied by me) to the last few weeks of Kindergarten. He wasn't aware of the bus being an option when we were doing remote 
kindergarten (we finished the last few weeks of the school year in person), but as soon as he saw the line up of busses at the school, he insisted on riding the bus. 

1137283207
A kid who can't understand the dangers of a stranger should not be alloys to walk or ride a bike home. |That's not even an option in the survey. I worry about my kid getting 

picked up by someone. 
1137289209 More Crossing guards

1137337630
Kent City Schools should encourage biking corridors to all their schools, and encourage parents to use them. With more Ebikes coming on the market, they will be a good 

alternative form of transport that should be encouraged. The idling cars at dropoff and pickup should stop. It's not even allowed on school grounds, but nobody follows the no 
idling rule.

1137509227 Given that we live in Mogadore, biking is not a realistic option.

1137646837
It is not safe for kids to be walking when it is dark out at 6:30 in the morning,|When I say safe I mean - the distracted drivers|Also when there is weather - the sidewalks on 

the way to school are not clear and unsafe||

1137658144
My child goes from Morris to East school street all the way to holden - there is one intersection  that only has a 2 way stop instead of 4- that intersection is the only one that 

makes me nervous when my child rides their bike

1137673857

There is only one neighborhood cluster, closest to the middle school, that could easily walk there. For kids coming from anywhere else in the district, even if it's in walking 
distance, they will have to cross busy, multi-lane roads/intersections with complex traffic patterns (like Mantua and Fairchild Ave, which nearly everyone would have to pass 

through to get to Stanton from elsewhere in Kent). That's a hard intersection for pedestrians and bikers, even adult ones. I'd feel safer having my child walk to and from school 
if there was a crossing guard there, or better yet, a pedestrian bridge built across Mantua. 

1137676778

(My child attends Holden due to special enrollment, but geographically should attend Walls and has attended there in the past, so I answered questions for Walls.) We live just 
under the distance required for bussing, which is too far of a walk for elementary students to walk unaccompanied. I think the bussing distance should be lower for younger 

children. Even then, my child's bus stop would be Crain and Willow, which is among the busiest in our neighborhood. There is only a crossing guard at the entrance of the 
school itself, not further away from the school at other busy streets that children have to cross to get home. More crossing guards would make it safer for kids to walk to/from 

Walls. 

1137766120

Regardless of all other factors my teenage daughter has a sweating problem to where she sweats thrush her clothing even without a lot of exertion, even in cold weather. She 
does not spend an hour plus every morning getting herself ready to then sweat it all off before arriving at school. While I don't think her appearance is the most important 

factor here, she does, and I understand why. Our society. As much as I would like her to walk for her health, it would not happen. I work 2 jobs and cannot provide 
transportation forcing her to use public transportation. 

1137848313 No sidewalks on part of the bike/walk route 
1137865919 No sidewalks on part of the bike/walk route 

1137865991

We live outside of the district and open enroll.  Before my kids were old enough to drive they used to walk to a friends house after school.  It was about a ten minute walk 
from the middle school and high school.  I felt it was safe and they had cell phones to call me if needed.||Also, your form made me fill out every option for the ""would you let 

your child walk if this problem was addressed"".  The only problem I have is distance so I shouldn't have to fill out the rest.  I chose ""not sure"" but feel like that is going to 
skew your data.

1137938951
At our new home there are no sidewalks or shoulders for 1/2 of the walk which is a safety concern especially when the kids are walking to school in the dark in the morning. 

We are too close to get a school bus according to the district 

1137981143
Even with a crossing guard and being in a school zone with a light at the intersection, my children and I have almost been hit by cars. Drivers are not paying attention, 

speeding and running red lights. 
1137987622 I don't want my child walking alone |The main road, you just never know who is watching a childs routine especially when they are alone

1137999108
My kids walk occasionally. They do not bike because I don't like my first grader biking without an adult (we also have a 4th grader). They do not want to walk when it becomes 

cold/rainy/snowy. We will often drive them to Doramor or Dansel and then have them walk from there. The car rider traffic is too much in the loop. 

1138030803
When my children are old enough to go to middle school and high school they cannot safely get across Rte 43 to get to school from our house. The school zone speed limit is 

not heeded or enforced and there is no reasonably positioned cross walk for them to use.

1138348246

The number of intersections that my child would have to cross to walk to school is unsafe. There is only one crossing guard until you get closer to the school. There is a major 
insection that is heavy with traffic that is dangerous for anyone but especially kids. There are no sidewalks on our side of the street which causes my child to have to cross 

roads two more times than necessary. We live ""too close"" for a bus route after pre-k/kindergarten but our distance from the school, paired with crossing the road too many 
times on roads that are heavy with traffic make it unsafe for my child to walk. It is extremely frustrating. 

1138349312
My child walks to school. They want to ride their bike but with narrow sidewalks, the number of intersections they have to go through, the amount of traffic, the morning 
darkness, and the lack of light I will not allow them to ride their bike because I am worried about them getting hit. There is one bike rack at the school that is not near the 

entrance of the school. 
1138499811 Stretch of road outside Kent Rosevelt is very unsafe.||Lack of control over speed, lack of safe crosswalks, and overall poor design of traffic flow.

1138579264
Most of my answers are dependent upon the age of my child. The biggest concerns at any age for me would be the drivers/crossing intersections as well as the sidewalks. 

Many of our neighborhood sidewalks are poorly maintained and significantly uneven which would require the kids to ride in the street. 

1138784019
We live on a road without side walks and they do not have side walks for more than a mile over the route to the school. If they had side walks I might consider letting them 

bike. 
1138852708 This is not an issue as our child has special needs and has an accommodation for pickup and drop off at the end of our driveway daily.

1138900910
With two working parents, and the distance we live from the school it would be difficult for my husband or I to walk our son to school. It just doesn't work for our schedule to 

walk 20 minutes to the school and then back everyday. Additionally, because of the distance walking home in thunderstorms or snowstorms is dangerous. 



1139162306 I'd be thrilled to let my child walk to/from school but I know for a fact she will end up getting lost or scared when it comes to walking completely alone.

1139165613
I'm more comfortable knowing when my kids are in a group, especially if one of them have to be without the other sibling. I can then know their more then just their eyes 

around to pay attention to safety!!

1139291723
This world has changed tremendously. I would not allow my elementary/Middle schooler to walk or bike to school. High school would be a different story, as children are 

preparing to drive. 
1139291973 More sidewalks between Fairchild and Stanton, a crossing guard at Fairchild / Woodard intersection
1139292543 I don't agree with forcing those who live within a certain distance to make small children bike or walk/drop off

1139292581
Walking is good exercise but the walk from our house to the high school has a lot of traffic, difficult street crossings, and is arduous in unpleasant weather (heat, snow/ice, etc) 

and unsafe in the dark. We drive as much as we can but work schedules don't always allow. And apparently at 1.7 miles we're still ""too close"" to qualify for the bus. 

1139292663 If sidewalks are not available then that should have been a consideration for safety. Kids can't be walking in the dark, no sidewalks in inclement weather. 

1139292992 We are open enrolled in the school therefore we live too far to walk or bike to school

1139293138
I feel more comfortable with my child riding the bus to and from school because of traffic intersection crossings and safety concerns. Also this way I know my child makes it to 

school.

1139293293
In order for our kids to walk to Stanton and the high school, they would need to cross State Rt 43, which is extremely dangerous. There is no close crossing, lights, or crossing 

guard.

1139293396
If there were sidewalks all the way with proper cross walks and guards, I would walk with my child. Also, the fact that he can only get the bus in kindergarten is dissapointing. 

We live ""too close"" yet we live off of two main roads without proper sidewalks. 
1139293422 We need crossing guards. 
1139293555 We live too far away. This is irrelevant for us and our child, but if we move closer to the school, I would strongly encourage my child to walk or bike.
1139293878 If we lived closer I would let him walk like he did when he was in elementary school 
1139294354 We live too far from school so it would be very difficult to have to walk to school

1139294417

The transportation department will not allow our 7 year old daughter to take the bus occasionally after school to get to her after care program. She either has to take it 
always or take it never. |Given this ultimatum, our daughter chose to walk the mile trip, to avoid the 20-min, 10 stop bus ride. Once weather changes, and some days she can 
walk and others she can't, well be forced to give her a house key. |We are a working family with a daughter who wants to use active transport. However, the school district 

and the transportation department are unsupportive. They are our barriers. 

1139294819
We live in a radius where there is no bussing for middle and high school because we live so close.  The only issue I have is that we live off of one of the main roads so there is a 

lot of traffic.   In the winter, the sidewalks aren't taken cared of promptly which has some kids walking on a busy street if there is a lot of snow. 

1139294894
The redesign of Roosevelts parking lot makes it near impossible for my child to get to Stanton without crossing directly in front of a busy bus lane and high school student 
drivers during a time of day where sunlight greatly effects visibility for student drivers and bus drivers. Also, my child has to walk across student parking lots, a driving age 

group that statistically has higher rates of auto accidents. 

1139298259
The crosswalk to cross route 43 is dangerous. There is no sidewalk on Roosevelt drive therefore kids are forced to walk in the street. This is dangerous because Roosevelt drive 

is very busy before and after school. Cars drive way too fast on 43 and it worries me to have my daughter walk home and cross this busy street. There needs to be a light at 
the end of Riverbend Dr to slow the traffic down. 

1139299320
Live over 2 miles away from school. House is on St Rt 43 where people fly past at 60 in a 35. No sidewalks. Unless we moved closer to the school, along  with other safety 

factors to account for, my child will never walk or ride his bike to school. 

1139299904

We live on the opposite side of the city it is too far. Also it is too dark in the morning to ride or walk to school safely. Our street Middlebury rd. Has no sidewalks and is a busy 
street. We would walk home from Longcoy when she went there but walking/riding to Stanton would just not be feasible. ||Also the stop she is at now is very dark in the 
morning as there is no street light at that intersection. ||There are only 2 kids at her stop. I wish they would just pick her up at our house. I noticed other stops at houses 

along Middlebury rd. 
1139302098 My child rides his bike on the sidewalk as there is usually a lot of car traffic going to Stanton. 
1139302634 He is 6th grade and I wouldn't let him walk or bike to school because there are weirdos out there. 
1139302680 In today's world and next to university, I fear for my children's safety from people they may encounter on the route to school. 

1139308762
I have mixed emotions about my child walking to and from school. I work from 6am to 3pm so i am not able to give my child a ride to and from school. In the winter time its 

too cold for him to walk and i dont like putting him at risk of getting sick but we have no other option but for him to walk. 
1139310760 We live in a different district and are required to provide transportation. 
1139313182 My biggest concern with biking or walking is it is dark in the mornings when high school starts

1139315745 If we lived closer to the school and my child didn't have to cross 59, I would be okay with him walking to school.  As a 3rd grader. I would want him to walk with friends.

1139320727

Sex trafficers, abductors , crime, distracted drivers, kids not being able to find a safe group of kids to walk/ride with won't get better no matter how much you change side 
walks or crosswalks. Walking a mile or a few miles in the cold/wet weather is not appealing or the safest either, especially when there's slippery or icy roads and sidewalks. 
Our tax dollars includes bussing for our kids & it's not right to take bussing away that we pay for especially when kids are required to go to school & parents HAVE to work. 

When you take away busing for high school students you force parents who are already struggling, to buy an extra car and pay for parking permits and force them to pay for 
high car insurance that they can't afford. You force a bigger hardship on the parents and families.  If you are considering making any of the kids walk/bike to or from school, I 

vote all school employees & superintendents make the hike themselves daily for the 1st year before they put our kids in more danger 1st. But let's be honest, no school 
employees will do that, not even for a month in cold weather. I also vote the school district pays half the price of the car that we would have to buy for the child to attend 

school and the car insurance bill for the first year. 

1139323281
My first and third grader walk with me riding behind them in the car.  They keep asking to ride their bikes but there are several cars in my area that speed and I am afraid they 

will get hurt. I told them they can ride their bikes with me following behind them but I'd have to bring the bikes home, we don't have bike locks. 

1139324637
Anything can happen in the blink of an eye. One silly mistake can cost a child their life.children goofing around on the way to or from school could be dangerous if they weren't 

paying attention. One terrible person looking for opportunity can ruin or take my child's life. I don't want my kids walking to or from school, I'm not comfortable. I don't care 
that our street leads to the school, I don't feel that the other people can be trusted.

1139325229

With such a high percentage of single parent homes, and dual income families, the current School hours and schedule are very difficult for parents to work around. The cost of 
additional child care for before and after school is ridiculously high for such a small amount of time needed.||For example, we used to utilize the before and afterschool 

services that was offered at the school, through Kent parks and rec. This made it much more convenient for one of us parents to either drive them to school or walk them to 
school before work. However that is not offered any more. And even if it was, it is not particularly affordable.||They now offer it at the rec center on the south side, but that 
seems ridiculous to drive them there, just so they can put our child on the bus for us. Its also a ridiculous price for 5 mins of ""child care"" in the morning.||Even with bussing, 
the schools schedule doesnt help working parents. My wife and I have tried working alternating schedules just so one of us can be here for the morning bus and the other can 

be here in time for ths afternoon bus. ||Its terribly frustating. If I could just drop my child off at school at 7:30 and pick them up at 5:30 that is all parents like myself would 
need. ||How much could be saved on bussing, fuel, drivers, and maintenance if at school services were available like that?

1139325772
These questions and study are a waste of tax money. Common sense will tell you the major concern with walking to school is student safety. The administration at Kent City 

Schools is only focused on protecting their job and to cowardly to address any issues that arise.  



1139327866

My child is 5 years old. I am not comfortable allowing her to walk one block let alone an entire mile. Plus most homes are either single parent or homes where both parents 
are working. Not having bussing options would create a hardship for many families. On top of those issues, I do not trust people. We have a registered pedophile living in our 

neighborhood. But even if we didn't you never know who is a part of what. I unfortunately know too many people who were molested as a child. If bussing options were taken 
away I would withdraw my child from kent schools as it would not be a feasible option for us. 

1139328558 Main street is too busy from our home to school. 

1139329179
In todays world I do not trust people with my children. Though being almost in high school I would probably feel comfortable allowing my child to walk home with friends and 

would be ok if there was an adult present.  

1139330124
In todays world I do not trust people with my children. Though being almost in high school I would probably feel comfortable allowing my child to walk home with friends and 

would be ok if there was an adult present.  
1139330718 Unsafe due to the traffic, lack of street lights at 43 and the school and lack of safe crossings on the school property 

1139332828

We feel strongly that changes are needed to make the intersection of Woodard Ave and Whittier Dr safe. Currently there are only two faded crosswalks, despite there being 
three corners, and only one STOP sign at Whittier Dr. There should be clearly delineated crosswalks, at each of the three corners, with Pedestrian Crossing signs and STOP 

signs in both directions on Woodard Ave. ||Because of parked cars on the west side of Woodard Ave, it can be very difficult to see the oncoming cars that are traveling from 
Park Ave toward Whittier Dr. Cars in both directions are often traveling faster than the posted speed limit of 25 mph. ||Many children/families cross Woodard Ave to use 
Whittier Dr for access to Davey Elementary School, but the intersection feels unsafe for pedestrians or for cyclists. We have witnessed unsafe situations in the six years we 

have lived here. ||Our child currently walks to and from school, however we do not let her walk without a parent due to the conditions, and would not do so unless the above 
mentioned were improved.

1139335528

My child is 5 years old. I am not comfortable allowing her to walk one block let alone an entire mile. Plus most homes are either single parent or homes where both parents 
are working. Not having bussing options would create a hardship for many families. On top of those issues, I do not trust people. We have a registered pedophile living in our 

neighborhood. But even if we didn't you never know who is a part of what. I unfortunately know too many people who were molested as a child. If bussing options were taken 
away I would withdraw my child from kent schools as it would not be a feasible option for us. 

1139336007
My child was allowed to walk to and fron elementary school,  which was very close to our house snd had a crossing guard across the main road. The middle school is further 

away and he would be required to cross several major roads in order to walk/bike there, so I am not as comfortable with that walk.

1139336154
We do not let our middle schooler walk to school and are unsure if we would, due to a lack of safety at the intersection of Woodard Ave and Fairchild Ave. There is a traffic 

light but it is lacking a crosswalk at one of the three corners. Fairchild Ave is a busy road and we would not feel comfortable with our student crossing there. If a crossing guard 
were present during the middle school hours, we would feel more comfortable to let our student walk unaccompanied. 

1139336334 Our child does not bike to school, and will not be old enough to while at Walls. May consider it when they reach high school. 

1139343016

Our student is able to ride the bus, but we have been driving him to and from school since the pandemic, due to issues on the bus.  When he has safety patrol this year, and 
has to be at school earlier and then later after school, he rides his bike. ||We are excited about the bike trails around the rest of our school district, but there are NO trails on 

our south side of town.  We are thankful that there is a crossing guard at the intersection of School St & South Water St (ST RT 43).  However, a lot of vehicles disregard the 
guard and students/parents crossing ST RT 43 there, and we wish that it was safer.  You should reach out to her during the walk audit to get her perspective.

1139347366
We need sidewalks down Majors Lane. We need better street lights along these routes. We also need to prevent registered sex offenders from living along any of the 

walking/biking routes to school.

1139351428

Water Street is a major barrier. Cars go too fast and are too close to the sidewalks. They run the red light at School and Water Sts all the time. At least several times a week, 
almost every day. Maintenance of the sidewalk during the winter: not just snow, but also ice, is also an issue. The city tries but 2 years ago we had to drive for a month 

because their sidewalk plow was broken.||These problems will keep us from letting our child walk in by himself until he's older. But we still choose to walk! I love having a 
neighborhood elementary school and it would be wasted if we drove half a mile. ||We don't bike, but because we could take the longer route that might be safer. I'd like to 

start a bike train where the children in the neighborhood can all bike in together with one leading adult. 

1139351664 it is a great feature of the kent elementary schools. never ever take away walking.

1139352052 We live off Hudson Road in Franklin township |NO SIDEWALKS |Too dangerous |I grew up in the city, always walking to school. |We had sidewalks & crossing guards 

1139356013 My Kid is a bus rider. A lot of the questions were irrelevant for us. 
1139356057 We live too far away for our son to bike this year, but possibly when he's in fourth grade Hill Bike

1139356853
We pay a lot of taxes to live in Kent; pony up for more bussing. They are too young to walk, but we got a hybrid system; a bus would be convenient, especially when it's still 

dark at 7am and in winter conditions.

1139357803
The route 43 intersection is very dangerous. We also have the additional school exit right across the street that has almost caused multiple accidents. I wish they would close 

that. 

1139358178

I drop my child off at school. I have requested bussing for him in the afternoon multiple times, since his location that he needs to go is within Kent City School limits, is almost 
2 miles from Stanton, and there is room on the bus.  I have looked into this aspect myself. I have had a ridiculous time getting any form of communication with the 

transportation department, taking multiple attempts at calling and emailing to get a single response. I was told to email again after Labor day, which I have done twice this 
week and still have not gotten an answer. I think communication absolutely needs to be a focus, as well as taking parents concerns seriously. Safety for kids does not seem to 
be a concern whatsoever. There is not a good way to walk from Stanton to 43, seeing as when redoing the road through there, it was neglected to put sidewalks all the way to 

the main road. I literally saw a kid almost get hit by a car yesterday morning leaving drop off because he slipped off the curb and the car in front of me slammed on their 
breaks. Come winter with snow, this can become very dangerous. 

1139358759 It is more than 5 miles to our home, walking or biking, would simply be too difficult throughout the year to be consistently an option.

1139360288
She isn't walking to school  , we live way to close to a mental health facility and way to far away from any of the schools. Also we live where inexperienced young drivers speed 

all day , not to mention any way of walking to school involves crossing busy main roads 
1139360819 Franklin township needs to put a bike lane in
1139362222 My child attend 2 different HS during the day. Walking is not an option. 
1139362386 My child lives too far from school to allow to walk/bike.

1139363276

My high school child lives within 2 miles of the high school and is expected to make the 1.67 mile walk to and from school every day in good and bad weather. In a college city 
where, in my experience, the collegiate youth are less than considerate of pedestrians. I don't feel it's appropriate to put that burden on my child simply because it's less 

affordable for the school budget. Despite the fact that my middle school child is eligible to ride a bus. The middle school starts approximately the same time as the high school. 
And is across the parking lot from the high school. So explain to me the rationale behind one child being able to be bussed and the other not.

1139364486 We have a vehicle that runs a stop sign almost on a daily basis 
1139367179 We live too far from school with too many busy/high mph roads and no sidewalks. My children will never walk to school because of these reasons. 
1139369140 My kids ask everyday to be able to bike to school together as a family. Then I would be able to bike to work which is close by! 



1139370378

A sidewalk along Hudson Road (north of Stanton) would greatly improve the safety of walking for the students who live along Hudson Road (both in the city and in the 
township). With the speed of traffic along Hudson, I'm very apprehensive of letting my kids walk (or bike) to Stanton. ||On another note....It would be great to have the  

sidewalk along the south side of Roosevelt Drive (with a curb) back so students don't have to cross the 3 lanes of incoming Rte 43 traffic and outgoing Roosevelt Drive traffic at 
the light. Students who walk to Stanton should be able to cross where it's two lanes (ie by the Parta bus stop or by the stadium) with only two way traffic and not have to take 
the time to walk the perimeter of Roosevelt (this idea that they should walk along the perimeter is like high school kids going to the middle school when they're not supposed 

to...opens up potential for trouble or awkward moments for the younger students).||Curbs for all sidewalks would be nice so students walking on any sidewalk have some 
barriers between them and any cars. Fencing doesn't have that same effect (like the railing that was just installed by the high school). Curbs are Kore likely to redirect a car's 
tires than a thin pole that buckles when cars hit them (like the old fencing). Another thought would be to plant trees along the drive as a natural fence to give it an aesthetic 

look while also providing a barrier between the road and a sidewalk (if a south side sidewalk is put back in place). This would also prevent people from parking along the drive 
in the grass. 

1139376517
We really wish that there could be some type of bike lane so that the kids could safely bike to school. We live on the same street as Stanton but feel as though the traffic / lack 

of safe riding space makes it too difficult to ride a bike. ||By the way... the one question made me answer yes to all before I could submit. 

1139382840
Where we live, we don't have any space to store a bike so my children doesn't not have any. If they had bikes, I would let them ride bikes to school sometimes when the 

weather permits and they have enough time to do so. 

1139383795
Where we live, we don't have any space to store a bike so my children doesn't not have any. If they had bikes, I would let them ride bikes to school sometimes when the 

weather permits and they have enough time to do so. 

1139385755
The route where we live it is not safe for my child to ever walk to school or from school there is too much traffic no sidewalks and his unaware of safety. And my child needs to 

learn stranger danger. 
1139389927 We live on the outskirts of Kent so our situation doesn't directly relate to my decisions had we lived in more of a city environment. 

1139391688 I'm truly afraid for my niece to bike to school cause it's a lot of traffic in the hours of them going and coming from school I just don't feel it's safe for my niece.

1139404785 With the world that we live in today I don't feel comfortable letting my children walk to school because it's just not safe for them. 

1139412801

It takes my son 45 minutes to walk. When you drive the distance it is over 2 miles. Yet the school had bussing software that says we live 1.98 miles from school. The road he 
has to walk on is one of the busiest in town.  It is incredibly frustrating to me to have to fight and beg the school to bus him. He also is in the band with a trombone. So, walk 2 
miles and carry all books and his instrument?  I am currently begging the transportation department to bus him but as of yet they cannot help me. This will negatively impact 

my son's ability to do school successfully. 
1139445230 None of this really applies to our situation. My child has IEP with transportation as a requirement.

1139445376
Even though we are just within 1 mile of the school, the thought of sending an elementary aged child to walk along Fairchild is insane to me. If it were not for my daughter's 

IEP, she would not be able to ride the bus.

1139446138
I think if there were sidewalks and a safe place for my child to cross over and ride/walk to school it could definitely be an option. They would have to walk or ride in 43 and 

where we live there is not a safe way for them (sidewalk) to ride walk on. 
1139447773 I have a child with special needs. Transportation is part of the IEP.

1139447908
The intersection of W Main and N Prospect can get dicey to cross with after-school traffic.  I worry about safety at that intersection.  When we get a large snowfall, the city 

plows piles right at the intersection corners (at all intersections), making it nearly impossible for walkers to pass unless they're in the street.

1139449035 Need more help in parking lot during morning drop off and pick up as there is much traffic and bad  traffic flow
1139449686 I'm afraid of child predators or trafficing
1139450260 Our kid would have to cross two busy streets to make this happen. Never happening 

1139460873
The main issue is distance, but even when we lived closer - we did not allow it due mostly to poor safety conditions at the school itself.  There is too much traffic, none or far 
too few staff outside the school to monitor.   In bad weather sidewalks are not cleared, the grass is often not mowed, external lighting conditions are poor, and students are 

required to cross traffic to enter the buildings.  It is my opinion that student safety is not a high priority before and after school as well as at school sporting events.

1139464013
My child's elementary school was very close to our home and she frequently walked/rode her bike from 4th grade on.  The high school is the farthest school from our home 

and it doesn't make sense for her to walk/ride her bike.

1139466855
River Bend neighborhood across from Kent Roosevelt. We would love our children to walk/bike, especially considering we live so close, but our intersection is unsafe. We 

don't have a street light or anyone guiding traffic to cross over the busy state route 43

1139466950
We have a traffic light and crossing guard where we cross to and from school. My children, the crossing guard and myself were still almost hit by a car. People speed through 

the school zone and run the red light anyway. Police have worked as crossing guards periodically last year, but as soon as they were not there it didn't change. 

1139475471
We live too far from school to consider walking or riding a bike. The route to school runs along a very busy state Route without sidewalks. It would be much different if we 

lived near the school.

1139475667 Crossing guard in front of Middle School needs training. They get frustrated and in turn makes irresponsible choices. The High School pick up line is too long and frustrating.

1139476769
Holden has a good drop off/pick up procedure for walkers, as well as a friendly crossing guard.|My concern in the speeding issue on Franklin Ave. it is marked 25mph but is a 

common road for speeding, with many side street and alley ways to cross while walking to school. 

1139482013

Walking is safe unless you are walking from the Roosevelt Ave. side of the school. The concern is that there is no sidewalk along the entire side of the Roosevelt Avenue side of 
the school property, so all students have to walk on the road (especially in the winter) to get to school. It's not safe at all. I've addressed this issue multiple times and nothing 
has happened. I've seen kids have to get out of the way of cars that don't move over for them. The road itself is relatively small for a 2 lane road and it's literally falling apart 

on the outsides. There should be at least one sidewalk on the school property side of the road. The fact that this isn't enforced by the state is mind blowing to me. 

1139492627 The road to get to school is busy, and without sidewalks. We would love for the kids to ride to school if there was a way to do it safely!

1139516752

The walk or biking conditions really are weather dependent, and traffic dependent. It seems drivers are less conscientious since the pandemic, and drive erratically.  My 15 
year old son gets home a variety of ways, either private car, walking, or city bus. He hasn't biked because I usually drop him off to school. However, I can't imagine  biking 

would be a good idea during the winter. Few people clear their sidewalks regularly. the only other issue is time. The time it takes to walk home just eats at homework time. 
And the time it takes to walk to school would put an even earlier start time on a schedule that is already a terribly early start for highschoolers. So driving is the option for 

now. Using the city bus home would be nice, but sometimes there aren't options at the key times that activities end. I'm all for public transportation, but it needs to be 
efficient, I can't expect my child to skip after school activities or wait for over an hour for the next city bus. Therefore, it all goes back to private car... which is the least green 

and friendly option.  

1139532354

Kent City Schools recently did a major renovation of the drop off pick up streets and the drive next to the school, which also serves the Stanton Middle School, to improve 
traffic flow and parking areas. SADLY, they did NOT include construction of sidewalks from the drive next to the school to the busy road (N. Mantua) running in front of the 

school. There are currently NO sidewalks leading from the school to Mantua Rd. Nor is there a crosswalk to cross from the school over the school drive (very busy before and 
after school). It's only a matter of time before a pedestrian (likely a student) gets hit by a car trying to walk from school to N. Mantua Rd.



1139532966

Kent City Schools recently did a major renovation of the drop off pick up streets and the drive next to the school, which also serves the Stanton Middle School, to improve 
traffic flow and parking areas. SADLY, they did NOT include construction of sidewalks from the drive next to the school to the busy road (N. Mantua) running in front of the 

school. There are currently NO sidewalks leading from the school to Mantua Rd. Nor is there a crosswalk to cross from the school over the school drive (very busy before and 
after school). It's only a matter of time before a pedestrian (likely a student) gets hit by a car trying to walk from school to N. Mantua Rd.

1139581048
Walking and biking with my child is fun, but not on the way to or from school. Yes exercise is healthy but my daughter has problems with the ligaments in her legs and would 

not be able to walk or bike the almost 2 miles to the school. Her school administration may believe they are encouraging kids to get some exercise but all this does for my 
family is create hardship.

1139626337 This year we have bussing for kindergarten but after that we will have to drive my child. I don't feel comfortable with her walking. Too dangerous 
1139627868 We live too far away for it to be practical and the roads are dangerous for pedestrians 

1139634571

     We live over 1.5 miles from the school. I think that your requiring our child to walk, especially in the winter, is so unreasonable as to be amusing. But it's not. |     |        As 
far as ""healthy"" goes, your decision to not give her a bus as an option, from 1.5+ miles from the school,  assumes that she is ALREADY in top shape. She's not.|           |          

So you have brought a huge inconvenience to our family. As we only have 1 car, and my wife has to work in Akron every day. So I'm left to ask family members to borrow their 
car to pick my daughter up. That's not fair.

1139639769
We are fortunate to live close enough to  where there is a crossing guard for the busier street and my kid can develop confidence in her ability to use safe crossing practices 

and gain independence while on the smaller street. 
1139683135 In our society, children walking/ biking to school are a moving target for kidnapping. My son will be lucky to walk home from the bus stop.

1139714839

The fact that we were at drop off this morning right in front of the cafeteria doors and I saw a gray jeep speed right thru the right lane and almost hit a kid in the crosswalk 
and it didn't even notice is ridiculous!! So many people... parents and students driving, even the busses, speed thru the parking lots at the highschool and Stanton when there 
are students walking everywhere is absurd! I would never let my child walk anywhere there. Where are the parking lot attendants, or kent cops for for drop off and pick up. 

After this morning I'm even more worried about dropping my kid of at the cafeteria doors. Also this week I saw some car pulling out at the light at 43, turning right almost hit a 
kid a bike coming to school. This situation definitely needs some help.

1139723756
My son is on the bus for almost 55 minutes, it is so sad.  I understand we need more bus drivers.  I think special needs students need their own small bus.  I wish we could 

have large vans to take them to school.  6:39 is way too early to catch the bus
1139735065 Weight of backpack is unhealthy.

1139746825 I'm truly afraid for my niece to bike to school cause it's a lot of traffic in the hours of them going and coming from school I just don't feel it's safe for my niece.

1139753239

If we lived closer to the school the situation would be a little different.While I agree that walking& biking are healthy,the world isn't even safe for adults let alone 
children,teens& young adults.The Stanton crossing guard does a wonder job though!She is a properly trained crosser and is as friendly as possible while having a very high 
stress& dangerous job with the way some people drive& don't care or pay attention.My daughter misses the bus to school a lot so we get to see the guard in action a lot& 

observe negligent drivers.We had a school staff member cut us off on the way to school& an ignorant man in a green motorcycle with a go cart frame who parks ar the school 
often was beeping behind us& yelling today while the guard was trying to let buses go!And most of the college students are very reckless drivers and I strongly dislike it when 

their rude selves are back in the area and on the road and in stores and they seem to get worse on the road every year!I'm always scared for the children.

1139753897
The intersection of Woodard & Fairchild is particularly busy and is in hill with blind spots in bigger directions. Cars and trucks go through the light as they do not notice it in 
time . School flashing lights and a warning sign on the hill warning drivers that there is a stop light and children crossing coming up soon would be brilliant. Also we need a 

crossing guard there to cross both middle/high schoolers in the morning and afternoon. They only cross the elementary children.

1139754886

The intersection of Woodard & Fairchild as well as Fairchild & 43 where high schoolers cross is particularly busy and is on a hill with blind spots in both directions. Cars and 
trucks go through the light as they do not notice it in time . School flashing lights and a warning sign on the hill warning drivers that there is a stop light and children crossing 
coming up soon would be brilliant. Also we need a crossing guard there to cross both middle/high schoolers in the morning and afternoon. They only cross the elementary 

children.

1139764692
Children get kidnapped walking to and from school all the time and often from nice areas. Kids are probably safe walking to and from school for the most part but I don't want 

to take a chance. That's why I will never let my child walk/bike alone to and from school.

1139767509
The bike path that my son could take, takes him through a safe biking neighborhood.  This neighborhood is directly across from the high school, but there is not a traffic light 

or a crossing guard to help cross the 4 lane road at this point.  He could walk down a block or two on a narrow sidewalk with his bike to a traffic light, but that would leave 
little space for someone coming from the other way.  Not certain if a traffic light could be installed for use only during school hours.

1139768253
The intersection of 43 and school st is crazy dangerous. I see people run that light often. Even during the school zone hours. I wish the city would just park an empty police 

cruiser near it just to give people something to think about. I get nervous for the crossing guard and the kids just seeing how so many people don't even slow down to 20mph. 

1139785324

The intersection of Fairchild and Woodard is EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. I do not allow my son to cross it without an adult, and I dread the thought of him eventually crossing it 
in high school. For now, I walk with him every day to ensure that he gets across safely. ||The intersection is at the crest of a hill that is blind in both directions. Visibility is 

maybe 100 feet at best, and less than that on the side in front of the water tower looking toward the bridge. Although the speed limit is 25 mph, most drivers exceed it, some 
by a lot since it is a busy main road. Drivers routinely accelerate through the yellow light, and run the red light, or slam on the brakes at the last moment. For example, on 

Tuesday of this week, we witnessed a driver of a large commercial dump truck accelerate through the yellow light on our way to school, and a driver in a sedan run the red 
light on our way home. I once witnessed an empty school bus go barreling through that intersection, running the red light. Living in this neighborhood for over 20 years, I have 

observed that drivers on Fairchild who run the red light at Woodard seem to do so intentionally, as they accelerate up the hill on approaching, exceeding the speed limit 
significantly.||It is a 3-way intersection, and on the side where there is no street, there is a large utility box mounted on a phone pole that blocks visibility looking toward the 
bridge. Drivers cannot see a pedestrian waiting to cross, and pedestrians waiting to cross cannot see vehicles approaching on that side. There is no pedestrian crossing signal, 

and pedestrians on the same side of the street as the water tower cannot see the lights on the traffic signal at all when they are standing at the crosswalk. In order to see 
when the light changes, you have to stand in a homeowner's driveway about 10 feet from the crosswalk.||The stretch of sidewalk in front of the water tower has no tree lawn 

for about 200 feet, so vehicles that include large commercial construction vehicles like cement trucks are flying by inches from pedestrians. Last September, a large 
commercial truck jumped the curb and smashed into a telephone pole on that stretch of sidewalk, badly damaging the pole. (You can now see the metal plates screwed into 

the pole to repair it.) My son and I had walked that same stretch of sidewalk to school an hour and a half earlier. ||On Jan 31, 2012, my neighbor and friend from church, 
Gordon Vars, who lived in the house at the crest of the hill facing the Woodard/Fairchild intersection died after being hit by a car while crossing that intersection IN FRONT OF 
HIS OWN HOUSE. NOTHING has been done to improve the safety of that intersection in the decade since his death. ||Last September, my two children and I were nearly run 
over by an SUV after school while in the crosswalk, and crossing legally with the light. I was actually in the process of explaining to them how to safely cross at this particular 
intersection when the near-accident occurred. I had to leap backward, and yanked my 7-year-old so hard that her shoe flew off and she fell over backwards. My 11-year-old 
son began crying uncontrollably. The driver, who was also a parent, stopped a few feet short of running us over, got out, and apologized profusely. A year later, my son is still 
extremely nervous about crossing Woodard/Fairchild even with me or his dad.||Although a crossing guard is present for elementary students, there is not one for the middle 

schoolers, who are crossing in the dark at 6:45-7:00 am. I will note here that when Gordon Vars was killed, he was crossing in the dark. Stan, the very kind and highly 
dedicated crossing guard, has begun arriving at his post early at 2:55 pm this school year to see to it that the many middle schoolers who cross here after school can do so 

safely. He is not paid to do this. After concerned parents from the neighborhood spoke to him, he began coming early on a volunteer basis this year. Judging by the number of 
parents from our neighborhood I saw walking their kids across the Woodard/Fairchild intersection last year, I am far from the only one who doesn't want their child crossing 
that deathtrap by themselves. ||Changes I and many others would like to see:|1. A crossing guard in the a.m. and p.m. for middle and high schoolers. Although kids this age 

can normally cross the street alone just fine, this is NOT a normal intersection. The numerous safety problems and previous death at this location warrant a crossing guard.|2. 
Blinking, light-up ped xing signs to warn drivers coming up both sides of the hill, similar to those on Stow St. by Tannery Park.|3. A pedestrian crossing signal since the traffic 
light is not visible from the crosswalk on one side.|4. Removing the utility box that blocks visibility and moving it elsewhere.|5. Adding a tree lawn to the stretch of sidewalk 



1139834927 I am outside of the school district. I also have only a 1st grader. My thoughts could possibly change if we lived closer. |
1139862360 Commuter biking is an excellent option for school age. I fully support any studies or improvements in commuting for this population of students.

1139869336

Forget biking, a kid can't ride a bike with a musical instrument, sports equipment and a 30 pound backpack on their back - it's impossible.  Walking for my daughter is just as 
difficult, especially when she'd have to leave at 6:30 a.m. to make it to school by 7:15-7:30 - and again, how easy is it to carry all of those previously-mentioned items for 1 

mile.  ||Kent city schools imposes ridiculous restrictions on bus ridership that make transporting your kid to and from school challenging.  Our driveway is 50 feet from the bus 
stop, yet our daughter isn't allowed to ride the bus (which isn't even half-full) because she isn't within the allowable zone.  Instead, she has to walk to the end of the driveway, 
look left to wave and say hello to her friends, and then turn right and walk an unsafe mile to school.  Or we drive her.  ||I have no good things to say about Kent City Schools 

and their efforts to get kids to school safely.

1139885174 Car speeds on state road often exceed posted limits. Cars have jumped side walks due to excessive speeds. They are too young to walk or bike to school alone. 

1139900040
Anytime our kid is on a bike, there are not only HS kids driving cars on our roads, but also college kids driving cars everywhere because we live on campus. I always try to limit 
our exposure to traffic as much as possible when biking.  We have a great bike and hike trail that could be expanded to make bike commuting a smart option for more kids. |

1139902945

We live directly behind the school. This would be such a great walk EXCEPT we have to walk through the parent car drop off line in the back of the school to get to the walker's 
door. Surprisingly, the parent car line  is sometimes awful in terms of if the parents in cars are watching if children need to cross through.| If we were to take the long way 

around to the front of the school, it would add 20+ minutes (for our kindergartner) to walk to streets where there are crossing guards, safer crossing, etc. |So, going through 
the back, we consider it safe for our older child, but not doable alone for our youngest because of the parent cars. 

1139965602
The reason I drive the kids is because of Protection orders in place. It is safer to drive them than to take a chance on them coming into contact with the person the Protection 

order is against.

1139968856
If busing were not provided I would take my child to and from school due to a Protection Order in place. It is safer for her to ride the bus or be driven so there is no chance of 

contact being made by the person the Order is against.

1139990021

With my child's after school activities, he is already at school for 11 hours a day. It would not benefit him in anyway to get up earlier or arrive home later just so that he could 
walk or bike to school. ||Also, there are too many two lane country roads and Route 43 that he would travel along to get to and from school. Sometimes they are not even 

safe when you are driving in a car so I would never feel good about letting him bike or walk to school.||Another reason I would not let him bike or walk to school is that many 
days he would be leaving the house before the sun comes up so he would be riding his bike in the dark. That is not safe at all.

1140152991
Because we live less than a mile from the school,my kids don't have a choice but to walk or ride a bike, we do not receive bus service. Mostly I think it's safe for them to walk, 

except for the areas where there are no sidewalks, which makes me nervous during the dark mornings and in winter when it's snowy.

1140167758 My child has special needs, which is why they cannot walk or ride their bike one their own.

1140172629
The school removed sidewalks from Roosevelt Drive. I understand that the thinking was students would walk on the sidewalk that is right next to the school however, our 
athletes and students attending Stanton end up walking in the road because nobody really walks the circuitous route along the school. Removing the sidewalks was a huge 

mistake. My students will not be allowed to walk or ride their bike until the sidewalks return.
1140356887 My child has special needs, which is why they cannot walk or ride their bike one their own.

1140515183

We find that when we walk our child to school on water st the sidewalks are very close to road so we will not allow him to go that route alone. The traffic is very high and 
people do not follow the 20 mph during school hours. The safety patrol guard on water st and school st does an amazing job keeping our children safe. The timer on the traffic 

lights could be better because the kids can get across but parents Leaving in cars never have time to make a right turn. As my child gets older I still feel like we would walk 
with him unless he had a friend to walk with on the longer route. Thank you

1141849143

We used to walk or bike to school often before they changed our parent drop off/pick up line to the back of the school.  Since then, it is much harder to find a safe route to 
school.  When walking down the the hill to the drop off area we are faced with a very narrow passage and must go into the grass when cars are passing up the hill.  On the 
way back from school if we avoid that area we must go along the stretch of Roosevelt Ave that doesn't have sidewalks and has a lot of vehicle traffic during dismissal.  We 

often use the grass hill behind the school to reach a less traveled area of Norwood to safely navigate back to Roosevelt.  This is ok when the weather is nice, but rain, snow, 
and other weather issues sometimes make this less than ideal.  So I often just drive my daughter to school to avoid any of the safety concerns with the back drop off area.  
Recently, I've tried letting my daughter ride her bike to school.  This makes me more nervous but she's looked forward to being a 4th grader and this right of passage so we 

talked about being very cautious.  She's used the back hill several times to avoid any of the streets without sidewalks and excess traffice, but walking the bike up the hill in the 
wet grass was tricky.  I've voiced my concerns about the safety of the car line since it's installment, I'm really hoping this new audit sheds light on the dangers around this 

intersection.  

1141931568
There is a path behind Walls school that a lot of children walk to get to the school. This path is on a very dangerous bend and it's very difficult to see. It would be helpful if 

there was some signage to watch out for children walking to/from school, or a school zone sign so people don't zip around the bend and injure walking children

1144720769 Don't want them walking and don't have bikes. 

1144724629

The traffic on our street is bad due to speeding cars and no sidewalks. We've repeatedly called the police and nothing has been done. Our son barely rides his bike because of 
this. The neighbors call also have called the police. Due to this and the lack of sidewalks near the middle school and our street, we are not comfortable with him riding to 

school. There are some other roads he would have to take home that would keep us from allowing him to ride his bike to school as well. Same reason as above. I'd go with 
him on mine if there were sidewalks or police patrolling/enforcing speed. 

1144726859
It's unsafe because of the traffic and the cars speed on the that road. Also in winter noone Shovel the sidewalks in ohio anywhere in kent. My son sometimes has to walk in 

spring because of lacrosse. 





































N
um

be
ro

f
Tr
ip
s

W
al
k

Bi
ke

Sc
ho

ol
Bu

s
Fa
m
ily

Ve
hi
cl
e

Ca
rp
oo

l
Tr
an

si
t

O
th
er

Tu
es
da

y
AM

21
77

15
5

46
98

3
90

0
72

10
11

Tu
es
da

y
PM

21
08

20
9

33
95

9
80

9
79

2
17

W
ed

ne
sd
ay

AM
22

26
16

4
34

10
20

91
7

70
1

20
W
ed

ne
sd
ay

PM
21

36
19

2
32

97
0

83
0

80
2

30
Th

ur
sd
ay

AM
65

7
50

7
30

5
26

4
19

0
12

Th
ur
sd
ay

PM
65

5
73

7
30

5
24

1
16

0
13

N
um

be
ro

f
Tr
ip
s

W
al
k

Bi
ke

Sc
ho

ol
Bu

s
Fa
m
ily

Ve
hi
cl
e
Ca
rp
oo

l
Tr
an

si
t

O
th
er

M
or
ni
ng

50
60

36
9

87
23

08
20

81
16

1
11

43
Af
te
rn
oo

n
48

99
47

4
72

22
34

18
80

17
5

4
60

N
um

be
ro

f
Tr
ip
s

W
al
k

Bi
ke

Sc
ho

ol
Bu

s
Fa
m
ily

Ve
hi
cl
e

Ca
rp
oo

l
Tr
an

si
t

O
th
er

M
or
ni
ng

50
60

7.
29

%
1.
72

%
45

.6
1%

41
.1
3%

3.
18

%
0.
22

%
0.
85

%
Af
te
rn
oo

n
48

99
9.
68

%
1.
47

%
45

.6
0%

38
.3
8%

3.
57

%
0.
08

%
1.
22

%

M
or
ni
ng

an
d
Af
te
rn
oo

n
Tr
av
el
M
od

e
Co

m
pa

ris
on

by
D
ay

M
or
ni
ng

an
d
A
ft
er
no

on
Tr
av
el
M
od

e
Co

m
pa

ris
on

M
or
ni
ng

an
d
A
ft
er
no

on
Tr
av
el
M
od

e
Co

m
pa

ris
on



Student Travel Tally Report: One School in One Data Collection Period

This report contains information from your school's classrooms about students' trip to and from school. The data used in this
report were collected using the in class Student Travel Tally questionnaire from the National Center for Safe Routes to School.

Number of Trips Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other
Morning 5060 7.29% 1.72% 45.61% 41.13% 3.18% 0.22% 0.85%
Afternoon 4899 9.68% 1.47% 45.60% 38.38% 3.57% 0.08% 1.22%

Date Report Generated:

Month and Year Collected:

Tags:

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison

School Name:

Kent City School DistrictSchool Group:

School Enrollment:

% Range of Students Involved in
SRTS:

Number of Classrooms Included in
Report:

Set ID:
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Number of Trips Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other
Tuesday AM 2177 155 46 983 900 72 10 11
Tuesday PM 2108 209 33 959 809 79 2 17
Wednesday AM 2226 164 34 1020 917 70 1 20
Wednesday PM 2136 192 32 970 830 80 2 30
Thursday AM 657 50 7 305 264 19 0 12
Thursday PM 655 73 7 305 241 16 0 13

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison by Day

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode by Day
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Weather Condition Number of Trips Walk Bike School Bus Family Vehicle Carpool Transit Other

Sunny 1426 9.05% 1.19% 46.98% 39.97% 2.88% 0.00% 1.75%
Rainy 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Overcast 8590 8.31% 1.65% 45.08% 39.48% 3.43% 0.17% 0.91%
Snow 0 #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!

Travel Mode by Weather Conditions
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Kent School Travel Plan Study 

Complete this feedback form. Please complete this form by Thursday, March 15, 2024. Your 
responses will be kept confidential, and your name will not be associated with any of the 
responses. To access the digital version of this feedback form, scan the QR code available on 
the back side of this form. Please only complete one version (paper or online). 

1. Please provide your name ______________________________________________ 

2. Email (Optional) ______________________________________________________ 

3. Phone (Optional) _____________________________________________________ 

Circle the option(s) that apply: 

 I reviewed the Kent School Travel Plan 

 I attended the public meeting. 

Please specify the three most important projects to you by their Project Number listed on the 
overview map.  

1.   

2.   

3.  

Circle Your Affiliation (you may circle more than one) 

 Davey Elementary School 

 Holden Elementary School 

 Longcoy Elementary School 

 Walls Elementary School 

 Stanton Middle School 

 Theodore Roosevelt High School 

 Other: ________________________________________________________ 

Please provide any comments (Use the back side if more space is needed).  

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you would prefer to mail in the form, please fold along the lines, add stamp and address to:  

 

 

 

 
James Bowling, P.E. 

Superintendent of Eng/Deputy Director, City of Kent 
930 Overholt Road 

Kent, OH 44240 

To access the digital version of the 
Kent School Travel Plan Study & 
Feedback form, scan 
the following QR Code.  

Postage 
Required 
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CITY OF KENT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING

MEMO

TO:  Dave Ruller
  Amy Wilkens 

FROM: Jim Bowling

DATE:  July 19, 2024 

RE:  Water Planning Agreement with Portage County Water Resources 

The Service Department is requesting council time and approval to execute the attached Water 
Planning Agreement with Portage County Water Resources (PCWR). The agreement provides 
the framework for Kent and PCWR to jointly study our ability to serve potable water to the area
south of Kent generally bounded by Mogadore Road, SR 43 and Howe Avenue. The study will 
look into the following issues:

Evaluating the most effective way to serve the study area using the resources available to 
both entities. 
Modify the service area boundary to reflect the potential build out of water lines in this 
area.
The potential for Kent to provide an emergency connection to PCWR in case of an 
emergency.
The potential for Kent to sell bulk water to PCWR.
The potential for Kent’s water system to improve the quality of drinking water and 
reduce maintenance costs in this area by increasing water usage in this area.

The City and PCWR would split the cost of the planning study 50/50 with the City’s contribution 
being capped at $50,000. The funds for this study were appropriated in the 2024 budget. 

C: Melanie Baker
 Hope Jones 

Gary Labajetta
 John Ellison 
 Rhonda Hall 
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WATER PLANNING AGREEMENT 

PORTAGE COUNTY 
AND 

CITY OF KENT 
 
 

ALL PARTIES BEING IN THE COUNTY OF PORTAGE, 
STATE OF OHIO 

This Agreement, dated  , 2024, is an agreement made and 
entered into between Portage County (“County”) and the City of Kent, Ohio, duly formed 
under the laws of the State of Ohio (“City”). 

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, County Resolution 02-0890 and City Ordinance 2002-101 establish a water 
service agreement between the County and City (Exhibit A), and Section 13 of said 
agreement, of which this Water Planning Agreement is in furtherance, and 
 
WHEREAS, the County and City public water systems are in close proximity to each other 
in Brimfield Township, and  
 
WHEREAS, The County and City are looking to improve resiliency in supplying water and 
desire to investigate potential emergency water connections in Brimfield Township; and
 
WHEREAS, the County has identified a need for a supplemental water supply to assist in 
providing service to its customers, primarily in Brimfield Township south of the City along 
Howe Road hereinafter referred to as the “Study Area”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has the capacity to produce additional water; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City owns and maintains a 2,000,000 gallon water supply reservoir on 
Mogadore Road within the Study Area, hereinafter referred to as the “Mogadore Tank”; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to increase the turnover of water in the Mogadore Tank; and

WHEREAS, both parties desire to perform joint planning to determine the most efficient way 
forward to provide water to the public located in the Study Area and enhance the reliability of 
their respective water systems. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, The City and County commit to investigate the potential to 
collaborate on providing water to the Study Area, hereinafter called the “Study.” The Study 
would generally include determining the infrastructure required for the City to provide water 
to the County, the costs for said infrastructure, the impacts to both water systems and 
potential revisions to the current service area. The City and the County agree to the 
following to complete the Study: 
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County: 

 Provide management services for the Study. 
 Jointly with the City, determine the scope of needs for a consultant to assist in 

completing the Study, including the specific services and qualifications required.
 Utilizing input from the City, select a consultant most qualified to assist in the 

completion of the Study.  
 Negotiate fair and reasonable compensation with the selected consultant, particularly 

in regard to the essential requirements of the work, the consultant’s abilities, and the 
value, scope, complexity and nature of the services. 

 Hire and manage the consultant selected by the parties, including making all 
payments for the consultant’s contract.  

 Budget for an appropriation not to exceed $100,000 for consultant’s services, which 
is to be certified to the contract for the consultant’s services. 

 Invoice the City for the reimbursement of 50% of the cost of consultant’s services, 
after receipt of consultant’s invoices, up to $50,000 total reimbursement. 

 Obtain written consent of the City prior to authorizing any change orders to 
consultant’s contract. 

 Utilize input from the City when determining acceptability of consultant deliverables 
and provide duplicate original or copy thereof to the City. 

 Provide the primary coordination with Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for 
the Study. 

 
 
City: 
 

 Jointly with the County, determine the scope of needs for a consultant to assist in 
completing the study, including the specific services and qualifications required.  

 Assist the County in completing the study, including attending meetings, performing 
reviews and providing direction pertaining to the City’s water system. 

 Reimburse the County 50% of the cost of consultant’s services, up to $50,000 total 
reimbursement, payable within forty-five (45) days of receipt of invoice(s) from 
County. 

 
Should the consultant services fail to be initiated within twelve (12) months from the date of 
this Agreement, then this Agreement shall be void.  
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In witness whereof, the Parties hereto have agreed and offered their hands and seals:

CITY OF KENT

Approved and Accepted by: 

  Witness:    
Dave Ruller
City of Kent, City Manager  

Date:     

Approved to Form: 

Hope Jones 
City of Kent, Law Director 

Date:     

Certificate of Director of Budget and Finance 

It is hereby certified that the amount fifty thousand Dollars ($50,000) required to meet 
this commitment has been lawfully appropriated or authorized or directed for such purpose 
and is in the City Treasury or in the process of collection to the credit of the WATER Fund 
free from any obligation or certificates now outstanding. 

            
Rhonda Hall, Director of Budget and Finance

      
       
Date 
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PORTAGE COUNTY 

______________________________
Anthony J. Badalamenti - Commissioner

______________________________
Sabrina Christian-Bennett - Commissioner 

______________________________
Mike Tinlin - Commissioner
 
 
 
Approved to Form:  Approved: 

     
Asst. Prosecuting Attorney  Daniel Blakely 
Portage County, Ohio   Director Portage County Water Resources

  



Page 5 of 5
K:\Engineering\PROJECTS\_WATER_PLAN\PCWR_2023\Study Agreement\240422 PCWR_Joint Water Planning Agreement_V4.docx 

EXHIBIT “A” 
“2002 Water Service Area Agreement” 



























LAW DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

KENT, OHIO 

To: Dave Ruller, City Manager 
From: Hope L. Jones, Law Director
Date: August 26, 2024
Re:   Amendment to City’s Parking Code 

Mr. Ruller,

I am requesting Committee time on September 4, 2024 to discuss an amendment to the 
City’s Parking Code to address a parking issue on Pioneer Avenue. This amendment is 
to change the language of the code from “dead end” to “T Intersection.” This amendment 
will make the code match the reality that both ends of Pioneer Avenue are intersections 
and not dead ends. 

Hope 



FIRE INCIDENT RESPONSE INFORMATION

Summary of Fire Incident Alarms 2024 2023 2022 2024 2023 2022

City of Kent 83 87 80 479 534 486

Kent State University 11 15 9 147 172 182

Franklin Township 12 12 18 107 121 115

Sugar Bush Knolls 0 0 0 3 4 0

Mutual Aid Given 12 10 5 66 46 32

Total Fire Incident Alarms 118 124 112 802 877 815

Summary of Mutual Aid Received by Location

City of Kent 1 1 0 6 6 9

Kent State University 0 0 0 2 1 0

Franklin Township 0 0 0 3 1 3

Sugar Bush Knolls 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Mutual Aid 1 1 0 11 8 12

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE RESPONSE  INFORMATION

Summary of Emergency Medical Service Responses 2024 2023 2022 2024 2023 2022

City of Kent 239 241 255 1664 1689 1719

Kent State University 4 12 5 215 144 132

Franklin Township 46 56 54 291 334 334

Sugar Bush Knolls 1 2 2 7 14 5

Mutual Aid Given 11 5 4 65 33 18

Total Emergency Medical Service Responses 301 316 320 2242 2214 2208

Summary of Mutual Aid Received by Location

City of Kent 0 0 2 17 3 21

Kent State University 0 0 0 3 0 0

Franklin Township 0 0 0 4 1 1

Sugar Bush Knolls 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Mutual Aid 0 0 2 24 4 22

TOTAL FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE RESPONSE INCIDENTS 419 440 432 3044 3091 3023

TOTAL ALL RESPONSES , INCLUDING MUTUAL AID 420 441 434 3079 3103 3057

TOTAL ALL RESPONSES , INCLUDING MUTUAL AID 420 441 434 3079 3103 3057

PARAMEDICINE PROGRAM RESPONSES* 11 17 90 108

TOTAL ALL RESPONSES 431 458 3169 3211

* The Paramedicine Program began responses in August 2022

CURRENT PERIOD YEAR TO DATE

KENT FIRE DEPARTMENT
MONTHLY INCIDENT REPORT

JULY 2024

CURRENT PERIOD YEAR TO DATE



Total receipts for the month of 1,472,405$            

Total receipts for the month of 1,382,337$            

Total receipts for the month of 1,455,656$            

Year-to-date Percent

Actual of Annual

Total receipts January 1 through 10,966,638$          61.08%

Total receipts January 1 through 10,709,340$          61.78%

Total receipts January 1 through 9,802,156$            66.03%

 - Budget vs. Actual

Annual Revised Year-to-date

Budgeted Budgeted Actual Percent Percent

Year Receipts Receipts Receipts Collected Remaining

2024 17,955,556$         17,955,556$                   10,966,638$              61.08% 38.92%

Comparisons of Total Annual Receipts for Previous Ten Years
Total Cash Basis Change From

Year Receipts* Prior Year

2014 12,733,226           -0.48% *  - Changed from accrual basis of accounting to a cash basis of

2015 14,579,500           14.50%  accounting for RITA Income Tax in December, 2020.

2016 14,192,888           -2.65% All years have been restated to be on a cash basis for RITA 

2017 14,525,574           2.34% receipts to make this report comparable from year to year.

2018 14,297,948           -1.57%

2019 14,855,372           3.90%

2020 14,592,066           -1.77%

2021 14,929,900           2.32%

2022 16,645,865            11.49%

2023 17,533,848            5.33%

  

Submitted by , Director of Budget and Finance

Monthly Cash Basis Receipts

City of Kent
Income Tax Division

July 31, 2024
Income Tax Receipts Comparison - ( Excluding 0.25% Police Facility Receipts )

July, 2024

July, 2023

July, 2022

Year-to-date Receipts and Percent of Total Annual Receipts Collected

July 31, 2024

July 31, 2023

July 31, 2022

Year-to-date Receipts Through July 31, 2024



Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 1,388,381$           1,601,454$                     1,361,101$                (240,353)$                    -15.01%

February 1,337,345             1,609,396                       1,599,888                  (9,508)                          -0.59%

March 1,133,750             1,262,958                       1,248,335                  (14,622)                        -1.16%

April 1,389,808             1,419,192                       1,456,278                  37,086                         2.61%

May 1,616,141             1,772,580                       2,374,830                  602,250                       33.98%

June 1,481,074             1,661,424                       1,453,801                  (207,624)                      -12.50%

July 1,455,656             1,382,337                       1,472,405                  90,069                         6.52%

August 1,138,884             1,377,077                       

September 1,359,525             1,241,696                       

October 1,588,594             1,395,902                       

November 1,461,247             1,557,120                       

December 1,295,459             1,252,714                       

Totals 16,645,865$         17,533,848$                   10,966,638$              257,298$                     

Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 1,388,381$           1,601,454$                     1,361,101$                (240,353)$                    -15.01%

February 2,725,726 3,210,850 2,960,988 (249,861)                      -7.78%

March 3,859,476 4,473,807 4,209,324 (264,484)                      -5.91%

April 5,249,284 5,892,999 5,665,602 (227,397)                      -3.86%

May 6,865,425 7,665,579 8,040,432 374,853                       4.89%

June 8,346,499 9,327,003 9,494,232 167,229                       1.79%

July 9,802,156 10,709,340 10,966,638 257,298                       2.40%

August 10,941,040 12,086,416

September 12,300,565 13,328,112

October 13,889,159 14,724,015

November 15,350,406 16,281,134

December 16,645,865 17,533,848

Totals 16,645,865$         17,533,848$                   

(Excluding 0.25% Police Facility Receipts)

2024 CITY OF KENT, OHIO

Comparison of Income Tax Receipts

as of  Month Ended July 31, 2024

Monthly Cash Basis Receipts Comparisons

Year-to-Date Receipts Comparisons



Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 447,488$              461,437$                        478,415$                   16,978$                       3.68%

February 377,930                386,098                          395,210                     9,112                           2.36%

March 414,055                423,517                          436,511                     12,994                         3.07%

April 411,929                419,985                          438,141                     18,156                         4.32%

May 409,234                420,801                          432,214                     11,413                         2.71%

June 398,782                411,739                          463,100                     51,362                         12.47%

July 372,753                419,770                          426,920                     7,150                           1.70%

August 412,061                383,705                          -                             

September 337,710                373,412                          -                             

October 418,381                431,227                          -                             

November 423,977                443,752                          -                             

December 437,540                439,024                          -                             

Totals 4,861,839$           5,014,467$                     3,070,510$                127,165$                     

29.21% 28.60% 28.00%

-0.61% -0.60%

Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 447,488$              461,437$                        478,415$                   16,978$                       3.68%

February 825,418 847,535 873,625 26,090                         3.08%

March 1,239,472 1,271,052 1,310,136 39,085                         3.07%

April 1,651,401 1,691,036 1,748,277 57,240                         3.38%

May 2,060,635 2,111,837 2,180,491 68,654                         3.25%

June 2,459,417 2,523,575 2,643,591 120,015                       4.76%

July 2,832,170 2,943,345 3,070,510 127,165                       4.32%

August 3,244,231 3,327,051

September 3,581,941 3,700,463

October 4,000,322 4,131,690

November 4,424,299 4,575,443

December 4,861,839 5,014,467

Totals 4,861,839$           5,014,467$                     

2024 CITY OF KENT, OHIO

Comparison of Income Tax Receipts from Kent State University

(Excluding 0.25% Police Facility Receipts)

as of  Month Ended July 31, 2024

Monthly Receipts Comparisons

Year-to-Date Receipts Comparisons



Comparisons of Total Annual Receipts for Previous Ten Years

Total Cash Basis Percent

Year Receipts Change

2014 4,707,945             2.67%

2015 4,910,519             4.30%

2016 5,042,140             2.68%

2017 5,137,920             1.90%

2018 5,167,455             0.57%

2019 5,150,394             -0.33%

2020 5,159,334             0.17%

2021 4,813,413             -6.70%

2022 4,861,839             1.01%

2023 5,014,467              3.14%

Restated

2024 CITY OF KENT, OHIO

Comparison of Income Tax Receipts from Kent State University

(Excluding 0.25% Police Facility Receipts)



Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 173,548$              200,182$                        170,138$                   (30,044)$                      -15.01%

February 167,168                201,174                          199,986                     (1,189)                          -0.59%

March 141,719                157,870                          156,042                     (1,828)                          -1.16%

April 173,726                177,399                          182,035                     4,636                           2.61%

May 202,018                221,572                          296,854                     75,281                         33.98%

June 185,134                207,678                          181,725                     (25,953)                        -12.50%

July 181,957                172,792                          184,051                     11,259                         6.52%

August 142,361                172,135                          -                             

September 169,941                155,212                          -                             

October 198,574                174,488                          -                             

November 182,656                194,640                          -                             

December 161,932                156,589                          -                             

Totals 2,080,733$           2,191,731$                     1,370,830$                32,162$                       

Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 173,548$              200,182$                        170,138$                   (30,044)$                      -15.01%

February 340,716                401,356                          370,124                     (31,233)                        -7.78%

March 482,435                559,226                          526,165                     (33,060)                        -5.91%

April 656,161                736,625                          708,200                     (28,425)                        -3.86%

May 858,178                958,197                          1,005,054                  46,857                         4.89%

June 1,043,312             1,165,875                       1,186,779                  20,904                         1.79%

July 1,225,269             1,338,667                       1,370,830                  32,162                         2.40%

August 1,367,630             1,510,802                       

September 1,537,571             1,666,014                       

October 1,736,145             1,840,502                       

November 1,918,801             2,035,142                       

December 2,080,733             2,191,731                       

Totals 2,080,733$           2,191,731$                     

2024 CITY OF KENT, OHIO

Comparison of Income Tax Receipts

Police Facility Dedicated Income Tax Receipts - 1/9 of Total ( 0.25% )

as of  Month Ended July 31, 2024

Monthly Receipts Comparisons

Year-to-Date Receipts Comparisons



Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 1,561,928$           1,801,636$                     1,531,238$                (270,397)$                    -15.01%

February 1,504,514             1,810,570                       1,799,874                  (10,697)                        -0.59%

March 1,275,469             1,420,827                       1,404,377                  (16,450)                        -1.16%

April 1,563,534             1,596,591                       1,638,313                  41,722                         2.61%

May 1,818,159             1,994,152                       2,671,684                  677,532                       33.98%

June 1,666,208             1,869,102                       1,635,526                  (233,577)                      -12.50%

July 1,637,613             1,555,129                       1,656,456                  101,327                       6.52%

August 1,281,245             1,549,211                       -                             

September 1,529,465             1,396,908                       -                             

October 1,787,168             1,570,390                       -                             

November 1,643,903             1,751,759                       -                             

December 1,457,392             1,409,303                       -                             

Totals 18,726,598$         19,725,579$                   12,337,468$              289,460$                     

Percent

Month 2022 2023 2024 Amount Change

January 1,561,928$           1,801,636$                     1,531,238$                (270,397)$                    -15.01%

February 3,066,442 3,612,206 3,331,112 (281,094)                      -7.78%

March 4,341,911 5,033,033 4,735,489 (297,544)                      -5.91%

April 5,905,445 6,629,624 6,373,802 (255,822)                      -3.86%

May 7,723,604 8,623,776 9,045,486 421,709                       4.89%

June 9,389,812 10,492,879 10,681,011 188,133                       1.79%

July 11,027,425 12,048,007 12,337,468 289,460                       2.40%

August 12,308,670 13,597,218

September 13,838,136 14,994,127

October 15,625,304 16,564,517

November 17,269,206 18,316,276

December 18,726,598 19,725,579

Totals 18,726,598$         19,725,579$                   

Year-to-Date Receipts Comparisons

2024 CITY OF KENT, OHIO

Comparison of Total Income Tax Receipts - Including Police Facility Receipts

as of  Month Ended July 31, 2024

Monthly Receipts Comparisons


